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Burundi

<big><big><big><big><big><big>Burundi</big></big></big></big></big></big>.I.
Location: East Africa

Bordering countries: Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo and Tanzania

Area: 27,834 <small>sq. km </small>
Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 6,610,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 3.04 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 95<small>.0</small> 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 18.4 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 28.2 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 18.6 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 27.4 

· Percentage aged 60-over :  7.4 

· Population density: 218 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 44.6% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 0.9 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 140 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.324 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 170 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: 0.317 (1997) 

Gender-related Development Index rank: 140 of 174 countries

<small>Burundi  is a landlocked country between Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Tanzania, covering an area of 27,834 square kilometres and with a population of over 6.6 million people, out of whom only 8% live in the urban area. Burundi, formerly part of the Belgian trusteeship territory of Ruanda-Urundi, gained its independence on July 1962. However, rivalry between Hutu and Tutsi has led to political instability until now. Burundi and its northern neighbour Rwanda are considered as twin states mainly because of the similarities in size, historical heritage, cultural  and demographic features. The population is composed of a Hutu majority and a substantial Tutsi minority, with a minuscule Twa (Pygmy) population. The average population density of over 228 persons per square kilometre is among the highest in Africa, considered the very low level of urbanisation. </small>
<small>Its economic health depends on the coffee crop, which accounts for 80% of foreign exchange earnings. The ability to pay for imports therefore rests largely on the vagaries of the climate and the international coffee market. As part of its economic reform agenda, launched in February 1991 with IMF and World Bank support, Burundi is trying to diversify its agricultural exports, attract foreign investment in industry, and modernise government budgetary practices. Since October 1993, the nation has suffered from massive ethnic-based violence which has resulted in the death of perhaps 100,000 persons and the displacement of a million others. Foods, medicines, and electricity remain in short supply. </small>
<small>Burundi's telephone network has a capacity of over 19,210 lines and in 1997 the total number of connected lines accounts for 15,677 resulting in a telephone density of 0.25 lines per hundred population. The penetration of telephone lines is highly skewed in the capital city, Bujumbura, accounting for over 92% of the total lines. The liberalisation of the telecommunications sector is planned for early 1999.

<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a)  Telecommunications Infrastructure

<small>The Office National des Télécommunications (Onatel) is a state-owned corporation in charge of the provision of  telecommunications services in Burundi. Onatel is responsible to the Ministère des Transports, Postes et Télécommunications. The penetration of telephone lines is highly skewed in the urban area, the capital city, Bujumbura, accounting for over 92% of the total lines.The following plans are underway to modernise the telecom network:</small>
<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<small>Installation of 5,000-line digital exchange at Gitega</small>

<small>Installation of digital FH at Bujumbura and Gitega</small>

<small>DAMA connection with Intelsat</small>

<small>Rural lines increase to 2,000 lines</small>

<small>Installation of one Internet node</small>

<small>Installation of X.25 packet switching service</small>

<small>Computerisation of Onatel</small>

<small>Source: BMI TechKnowlege Communication Technologies Handbook 1998</small>
<small>The privatisation of the PTO with government retaining 60% of the share is planned for 1999. </small>
<small>The Agence de Régulation et de Contrôle des Télécommunications (ARCT) is in charge of the regulation of the telecommunications sector.</small>
Teledensity: 0.25 (1997)

<small>Digital main lines: 99.00 (1995)</small>
<small>Waiting list for telephone lines:  na</small>
<small>Telephone Tariff (in US$): </small>
<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody><small>PSTN connection charge</small>
<small>US$ 575</small>

<small>PSTN rental per month</small>
<small>US$ 105</small>

<small>PSTN three minute local call</small>
<small>US$ 0.03</small>

<small>Long distance call (320 km)</small>
<small>US$0.16</small>

<small>International call to USA per minute</small>
<small>US$ 4.50</small>

<small>Leased line 64Kbps to Europe per month</small>
<small>US$ 2,880 </small></tbody>

<small>Source: BMI TechKnowlege communication technologies handbook 1998</small>
<small>Public telephones: 107 (1996)</small>
<small>Public telephones per 1,000 inhabitants: 0.017 (1996)</small>
<small>Mobile cellular subscribers: 620 (1997)</small>
<small>Cellular (Mobile) phone network</small>
<small>Telecel operates cellular network in Burundi as a joint venture with Onatel. The cellular network has a capacity of 1,050, with 620 subscribers in 1998. Onatel has plans to undertake a survey on cellular telephony.

<small>Mobile cellular tariff: na</small>
<small>Telecentres: na</small>
<small>Facsimiles (k): 4 (1996)

</small>
b) 
Informatics
<small><small>The Centre National d'Informatique [</small>http://cni.cbinf.com/<small>] is the main government department involved in networking activities in Burundi. The Centre has also set up the only full Internet Service Provider </small>in the country.</small>
<small>The Bibliothèque nationale du Burundi is the sub-regional node of BIEF [</small>http://www.acctbief.org/<small>] (Banque Internationale d'Information sur les Etats Francophones). BIEF is a programme of the ACCT [</small>http://www.francophonie.org<small>] (Agence intergouvernementale de la Francophonie) and it mainly focuses on the transfer  and sharing of information and technology resources.</small>
<small>A project for the establishment of the Centre National d'Information et de Documentation Scientifique et Technologique (CNIDST) has been in process since the 1980's with support from UNESCO.</small>
<small>Computer per 100 inhabitants: na

c) 
Internet Connectivity</small>
CBINET <small> [</small>http://cni.cbinf.com/<small>] is a full ISP established by the Centre national d'informatique in Bujumbura. CBINET connects via a VSAT to SkyNet in Belgium. </small>
<small>Internet tariffs at CBINET as of May 1999</small>
PRIVATE
<tbody><small>Connection fee</small>
<small>US$ 65.00</small>

<small>Internet access (unlimited)</small>
<small>US$ 150.00/month</small>

<small>Internet access up to 10hours/month</small>
<small>US$ 50.00 + US$ 0.20 /minute for extra-time</small></tbody>

<small>Source: CBINET

</small>
A private company, Bi-Network [http://bi-network.com],  has set up an e-mail only service, mainly used by those who can not afford the high cost of CBINET. <small>Bi-Network was established on October 1997 as a joint venture between African Net Burundi and African World Services.</small>
<small>Bi-Network Services Fees (excluding taxes) as of May 1999</small>
PRIVATE
<tbody><small>E-mail per month</small>
<small>US$ 20.00 </small>

<small>Web Hosting per month</small>
<small>US$ 100.00 (for commercials) and US$ 50.00 (for non-commercials)</small>

<small>Publicity per month</small>
<small>US$ 50.00</small></tbody>

Source: BI-Network
Internet host sites: 0 (1998) 

Internet subscribers: 150 (1998)

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 0.23

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 19

d)
Broadcasting/Media
<small>Radio broadcasting: TTlTvision Nationale du Burundi is a state-owned operator. </small>
<small>Local Radio Broadcasters: Responding to the need for balanced and anti-inflammatory broadcasting, Search for Common Ground (SCG) [</small>http://www.sfcg.org/<small>] established the first independent radio studio in Burundi in March 1995. The goal of Studio Ijambo (Kirundi for "wise words") is to produce high quality reconciliation programs dedicated to peace and national reconciliation, and credible programs that promote dialogue among polarised groups.</small>
<small>Television broadcasting: La Radio-TTlTvision Nationale du Burundi is a state-owned operator.</small>
<small>Radios per 100 inhabitants: 6.8 (1995)</small>
<small>Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 0.2 (1996)</small>
<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998

V. </big></big>
<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
<small>17,255</small>
<small>15,181</small>
<small>15,677</small>
 

Teledensity
<small>0.29</small>
<small>0.25</small>
<small>0.25</small>
<small>  </small>

Digital main lines (%)
<small>99.00</small>
 
 
 

Waiting list for main lines
 
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>

Public telephones
<small>100</small>
<small>107</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
<small>0.016</small>
<small>0.017</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Mobile subscribers
<small>  500</small>
<small>525</small>
<small>620</small>
 

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
<small>0.01</small>
<small>0.01</small>
<small>0.01</small>
 

Telecentres
 
 
 
 

Facsimiles
 
<small>  4,000</small>
 
 

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 
 

ICT Human Resources
 
 
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
<small>6.8</small>
 
<small>  </small>
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
0.18
<small>0.20</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
<small>  </small>
<small>1</small>
<small>0</small>
<small>0</small>

Internet Service Providers (ISPs)
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>1</small>

Internet subscribers
 
 
<small>  </small>
<small>150</small>

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>0.23</small>

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
<small>19</small></tbody>

<small>Source: ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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