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<big><big><big>Central African Republic</big></big></big>
Location: Central Africa

Bordering countries: Cameroon, Chad, Sudan, Congo and Democratic Republic of Congo

Area: 624,977 <small>sq. km </small>
Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 3,492,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 2.32 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 93.7 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 16.2 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 26.0 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 19.1 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 28.5 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 10.2 

· Population density: 5 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 42.4% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 1.1 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 320 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.378 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 165 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: 0.365 (1997)

Gender-related Development Index rank: 137

<small>The Central African Republic is located in the heart of the continent bordering Congo, Cameroon, Chad, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo. With an area of 624,977 square kilometers and a population of 3,492,000 people, the country is sparsely populated but well endowed with natural resources. Urbanisation is relatively high (39%) with Bangui, the capital city, sheltering nearly a million inhabitants.  A former French colony of Oubangui-Chari, the Central African Republic gained its independence on August 1960. Since then, the country suffered from an oppressive regime in the 1970s, followed by political instabilities in 1990s as a result of mutinies by dissident elements of the armed forces. This is despite the multiparty elections in 1993.</small>
<small>Subsistence agriculture, together with forestry, remains the backbone of the economy of the Central African Republic (CAR), contributing 50% to GDP. Timber accounts for about 16% of export earnings and the diamond industry for nearly 54%. Cotton and coffee are also the main export crops. The landlocked position of the country, with its remoteness from the nearest seaports, and the lack of adequate road and railway infrastructure are a major obstacle to economic development. Military rebellions and social unrest in 1996 accompanied by widespread destruction of property has led to a major drop in GDP, reduced tax revenues for the government, and delayed negotiations for an IMF financial aid agreement.</small>
<small>The Central African Republic<small> </small>has  a telephone network capacity of  10,662 lines, and in 1997 the total number of connected lines account for 9,704, resulting in a telephone density of  0.29 line per hundred people.</small>
<small> </small>
<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a)  Telecommunications

<small>Société Centrafricaine des Télécommunications (SOCATEL) was established in 1990 as a "Société d'Economie Mixte" with 60% owned by the government and 40% by France Cables et Radios, a subsidiary of France Telecom.</small>
<small>Inspecteur Central des Télécommunications is responsible for the regulation of the telecommunications sector.  There is plan to establish an independent regulatory body. Both SOCATEL and the Inspecteur Central are responsible to the Ministère des Postes et Télécommunications.</small>
<small>The Telecommunications law of January 1996 (Loi portant sur la réglementation des télécommunications en République Centrafricaine) has led to the liberalisation of the telecommunications sector by providing free competition for value-added network services and limited competition to cellular mobile radio (currently limited to two operators).  A new privatisation law, expected to be promulgated later in 1998, would reduce the government's share in the telecommunications sector from 60% to 36%.</small>
<small>Centrafrique Telecom Plus has been established in 1996 as a 100% subsidiary of Socatel in charge of value-added services, implementation, marketing and customer support.  This includes Internet service provision and X.25 packet-switching service known as Centrapac.</small>
<small>Currently, Socatel has monopoly on physical infrastructure and international gateways, and the corporation has installed five VSATs at Bangui in 1997.</small>
Telecommunications Projects
<small>The following are some of the major planned investments: </small>
· <small>Installation of 13 new central exchanges from 1998/1999 to 2002</small> 

· <small>Introduction of CC7 switching for implementation of new services (1998-1999)</small> 

· <small>Introduction of DAMA in international network with Intelsat funding</small> 

<small>Installation of nine extra Domsat sites to the existing eight (1998-2002)</small>
Teledensity: 0.29 (1996)

<small>Digital main lines: 97.76 (1996)</small>
<small>Waiting list for telephone lines: 287 (1996)</small>
<small>Telephone Tariff (in US$):</small><div align="center">
PRIVATE
<small>PSTN connection charge</small>
<small>US$ 90.52</small>

<small>PSTN rental per month</small>
<small>US$ 7.27</small>

<small>PSTN three minute local call</small>
<small>US$ 0.19</small>

<small>1 minute truck call (320 km)</small>
<small>US$ 2.69</small>

<small>Average international call per minute</small>
<small>US$ 3.27</small>

<small>Leased line 64 Kbps to Europe</small>
<small>na</small>

<small>Source: BMI TechKnowledge communication and technologies handbook 1998

</small>
<small>Public telephones: 90 (1996)</small>
<small>Public telephones per 1,000 inhabitants: 0.027 (1996)</small>
<small>Mobile cellular subscribers: 570 (1997)</small>
Cellular (Mobile) phone network
<small>Caratel, established in 1995 and fully owned by Socatel, operates an AMPS cellular network in the country and it had over 570 subscribers as of January 1998.</small>
<small>Telecel is the other AMPS cellular network  operating in the country.</small>
<small>Mobile cellular tariff: na</small>
<small>Telecentres: na</small>
<small>Facsimiles (k):  0.2 (1996)

b)
Informatics
The  Office National d'Informatique (ONI) is the agency responsible for ICT development in the country, however, there is little evidence of ONI's activities in the areas of information and communication technologies.

<small>Computer per 100 inhabitants: na

</small>
c) 
Internet Connectivity

Socatel [http://socatel.intnet.cf/] has launched its Internet service  in 1996 following the setting up of Centrafrique Telecom Plus, a Socatel subsidiary responsible for value-added services, namely Internet service provision and X.25 services known as Centrapac. With an initial 64 Kbps link to Paris, plans are underway to increase the bandwidth to 128 Kbps and to give access to leased lines to meet the growing demand for such facilities.

Internet host sites: 0 (1998) 

Internet subscribers: 200 (1998)

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 0.57

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 64

d)
ICT Training and Development
<small>The Service de la Formation, de la Documentation et des Archives operates under the Office National des Postes et de l'Epargne.

</small>
e)
Broadcasting/Media
<small>Radio/Television broadcasters: Radiodiffusion-Télévision Centrafricaine is the state-operated agency responsible for radio transmission and television broadcasting.</small>
<small>Television broadcasters: na</small>
<small>Radios per 100 inhabitants: 7.5 (1995)</small>
<small>Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 0.54 (1996)</small>
<small>Pay TV decoders: na </small>
<small>Cable TV subscribers: na </small>
<small>Home satellite dishes: na

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big>
<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
<small>8,385</small>
<small>9,704</small>
 
 

Teledensity
<small>0.25</small>
<small>0.29</small>
 
 

Digital main lines (%)
<small>97.54</small>
<small>97.76</small>
 
 

Waiting list for main lines
<small>1,128</small>
<small>287</small>
 
 

Public telephones
<small>73</small>
<small>90</small>
 
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
<small>  0.022</small>
<small>  0.027</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Mobile subscribers
<small>44</small>
<small>471</small>
<small>570</small>
 

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
<small>0.001</small>
<small>0.014</small>
<small>0.016</small>
 

Telecentres
 
 
 
<small>  </small>

Facsimiles
 
<small>200</small>
 
 

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 
 

ICT Human Resources
 
 
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
<small>7.5</small>
 
<small>  </small>
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
0.51
<small>0.54</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
 
 
<small>0</small>
<small>0</small>

Internet Service Providers (ISPs)
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>1</small>

Internet subscribers
 
 
<small>  </small>
<small>200</small>

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>0.57</small>

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
<small>64</small></tbody>

<small>Source: 
ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.
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