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<big><big><big><big><big>Cape Verde<big><big> </big></big></big></big></big></big></big>
Location: Archipelago between the north and the south Atlantic Ocean, 500 km from west coast of Africa.

Area: 4,033 <small>sq. km </small>
Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 416,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 2.69 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 88.1 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 14.9 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 26.4 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 20.9 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 26.6 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 11.2 

· Population density: 96 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 71.0% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 0.4 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 1,090 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.677 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 106 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: 0.667 (1997)

Gender-related Development Index rank: 90

 

<small>Cape Verde is an archipelago located between the North and South Atlantic Ocean, about 500 km west of Dakar in Senegal.  The country is composed of nine main islands and half of the total population lives in Sao Tiago which is the largest island and where the capital city, Praia, is situated. A former Portuguese colony, Cape Verde won its independence in 1975. The shortage of land and the recurrent droughts have forced many Cape Verdeans to emigrate to the USA, Europe and Guinea-Bissau, and today, there are more Cape Verdeans living abroad than on the islands.</small>
<small>Cape Verde's economy is based on subsistence farming and fishing, and the largest contributor to the GDP is the service sector,<small> </small>with<small> </small>commerce, transport, and public services accounting for almost 75% of GDP. Above all, remittances from Cape Verdeans account alone for more than 10% of GDP and help to reduce trade deficits. The newly elected democratic government in 1991 launched an economic reform aiming to develop the private sector and attract foreign investment to diversify the economy.

</small><small>Cape Verde has a telephone network capacity of 45,308 lines, and in 1998 the total number of connected lines account for 33,241, resulting in a telephone density of 8.19 lines per hundred people.</small>
<big><big>NICI Infrastructure</big></big> and Policy
a)  Telecommunications Infrastructure
The Directorate of Communications within the Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport was established in 1992 as the agency responsible for the regulation of the telecommunications sector.

The separation of telecommunication and postal functions took place in 1995, with Cabo Verde Telecom [http://www.cvtelecom.cv/] becoming the sole supplier of  telecommunications services in Cape Verde. A year later in 1996, the government embarked in a liberalisation of the telecommunications sector. Accordingly, the government retained only 35% of the total share whereas 40% of the shares were sold to Portugal Telecom International (PTI), 5% to employees of the telecom, 15% to local private investors and 5% to Cape Verdeans living abroad. 

Cabo Verde Telecom is also engaged in the provision of data communication services, Internet services at national level and GSM cellular network services.

Major telecommunications projects:

1. Increasing the number of connected lines to 45,000 in three years time.

2. Reaching a teledensity of 14 by the year 2000 and reducing the number of waiting list to zero during the same year.

3. Digitalisation of  the whole network (100%) by the year 2000.

4. Extending telephone services to localities with less than 200 inhabitants.

5. Linking to the global fiber optic cable network via the cross-Atlantic cables.

6. Provision of data communication, Internet, ISDN and GSM cellular services.

<small>Teledensity: 8.19 (1997)

<small>Digital main lines: 76.00 (1997)</small>
<small>Waiting list for telephone lines: 2,300 (1998)</small>
<small>Telephone Tariff:</small>
PRIVATE
<small>PSTN connection charge</small>
<small>US$ 32.60</small>

<small>PSTN rental per month</small>
<small>US$ 2.70</small>

<small>PSTN three minute local call</small>
<small>US$ 0.05</small>

<small>Long distance call (320 km)</small>
<small>US$ 0.19</small>

<small>Average international call per minute</small>
<small>US$ 2.20</small>

<small>Leased line 64 Kbps to Europe</small>
<small>US$ 10,000/year</small>

<small>Source: BMI TechKnowledge communication and technologies handbook 1998</small>
<small>Public telephones: 252 (1997)</small>
<small>Public telephones per 1,000 inhabitants: 0.62 (1997)</small>
<small>Mobile cellular subscribers: 20 (1997)</small>
<small>The national telecom, Cabo Verde Telecom,  </small>has been licensed to operate a GSM cellular network.

<small>Mobile cellular tariff: na</small>
<small>Telecentres: na</small>
<small>Facsimiles (k): 1.0 (1996)

</small>
b)
Informatics
<small>The Cape Verdean Computer Communication Project (CVCCP)<small> 

</small>[</small>http://www.umassd.edu/SpecialPrograms/caboverde/cvccp.html<small>] is a volunteer effort to promote the understanding, utilisation, and application of computer and communication technologies by the worldwide Cape Verdean community. The Cape Verdean Home page  [</small>http://www.umassd.edu/SpecialPrograms/caboverde/capeverdean.html<small>] is one of the major projects of the CVCCP. </small>
<small>Computer per 100 inhabitants: na

c)
Internet Connectivity

<small>The Instituto Superior de Engenharia e Ciencias de Mar is the top level domain administrator for the .cv domain, and is reponsible to the Commisao Instaladora do Ensino Superior. The latter has entered into an agreement with the Instituto Superior de Ciencias do Trabalho e da Empresa (ISCTE) of Portugal to establish Internet services in Cape Verde. The project has not yet materialised because of the unexpected high communications costs for direct connections to Portugal.</small>
Internet host sites: 1 (1998) 

Internet subscribers:  50 (1998)

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 1.20

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 19<big><big> 

</big></big>
d)
Broadcasting/Media
<small>Radio broadcasters: RNCV – Radio Nacional de Cabo Verde</small>
<small>Television broadcasters: TCNV – Televisao Nacional de Cabo Verde is the sole television broadcaster in Cape Verde.</small>
<small>Radios per 100 inhabitants: 17.9 (1995)</small>
<small>Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 4.55 (1996)</small>
<small>Pay TV decoders: na</small>
<small>Cable TV subscribers: na</small>
<small>Home satellite dishes: na</small>
<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big>
<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
<small>21,513</small>
<small>25,232</small>
<small>33,241</small>
 

Teledensity
<small>5.49</small>
<small>6.37</small>
<small>8.19</small>
 

Digital main lines (%)
<small>56.00</small>
<small>63.00</small>
<small>76.00</small>
 

Waiting list for main lines
<small>11,161</small>
<small>9,644</small>
<small>5,000</small>
<small>2,300</small>

Public telephones
<small>195</small>
<small>212</small>
<small>252</small>
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
<small>  0.50</small>
<small>  0.54</small>
<small>  0.62</small>
 

Mobile subscribers
 
 
<small>20</small>
 

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
 
 
<small>0.005</small>
 

Telecentres
 
 
 
<small>  </small>

Facsimiles
 
<small>1,000</small>
 
 

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 
 

ICT Human Resources
 
 
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
<small>17.9</small>
 
<small>  </small>
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
3.83
<small>4.55</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
 
 
<small>0</small>
<small>1</small>

Internet Service Providers (ISPs)
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>1</small>

Internet subscribers
 
 
<small>  </small>
<small>50</small>

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>1.20</small>

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
<small>19</small></tbody>

<small>Source: ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information. </small>
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