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<big><big><big><big><big>Guinea-Bissau<big><big> </big></big></big></big></big></big></big>
Location: West Africa

Bordering Countries: Guinea and Senegal

Area: 36,125 <small>sq. km </small>
Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 1,135,600 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 2.16 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 96.8 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 16.7 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 25.2 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 17.7 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 29.6 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 10.8 

· Population density: 30 per sq. km 
Literacy rate: 33.6% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 0.3 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 230 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.343 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 168 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: 0.318 (1997)

Gender-related Development Index rank: 139 of 174 countries

<small>Wedged between Guinea and Senegal, Guinea-Bissau was the first Portuguese African colony to gain independence in 1974 after many years of war. It is estimated that over 22% of the population live in towns, the vast majority in Bissau, the capital city. </small>
<small>Guinea-Bissau depends mainly on farming and fishing. Cashew crops have increased remarkably in recent years, and the country now ranks sixth in cashew production. Guinea-Bissau exports fish and seafood along with small amounts of peanuts, palm kernels, and timber. Rice is the major crop and staple food. Trade reform and price liberalization are the most successful part of the country's structural adjustment program under IMF sponsorship.  Because of high costs, the development of petroleum, phosphate, and other mineral resources is not a near-term prospect. In the political scene, multi-party system was introduced in 1991, and the first multi-party election was carried out in 1994. In 1998, the country was faced with public unrest following escalation of conflicts between the government and a self-proclaimed military junta. The parties to the conflict in Guinea Bissau met in Abuja, Nigeria on October 21 and  November 1st 1998 through the good offices of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) which led to the restoration of peace and stability.</small>
<small>The telecommunication system in Guinea-Bissau has  a telephone network capacity of 22,000 lines. In 1997, the number of connected telephone lines was approximately 7,633, resulting in a telephone density of 0.69 per hundred people.</small>
<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a) 
Telecommunications

<small>Guine Telecom (GT) is the telecommunications operator in the country. GT is 51% owned by Portugal Telecom Internacional (PTI) and it has monopoly over all basic telecommunications and value-added services. In 1990, the  Government signed a contract with PTI granting them the monopoly for a 25-year period. The Ministry of Transport and Telecommunications (MTT) is the higher institution responsible for the telecommunications sector. The telecommunications infrastructure is very poor and unreliable with many smaller towns being unconnected or having very poor services.  However, the fact that PTI holds 51% of GT, there have been some recent improvements in telephone connections to Portugal and the rest of the developed world.</small>
<small>The telecommunications infrastructure was heavily damaged following the fighting which erupted between the government and the self-proclaimed military junta in 1998. This also disrupted the installation of the USAID Leland gateway.</small>
Teledensity: 0.88 (1998)

<small>Digital main lines: 80.0 (1998)</small>
<small>Waiting list for telephone lines: na</small>
<small>Telephone Tariff: na</small>
<small>Public telephones: 27 (1996)</small>
<small>Public telephones per 1000 inhabitants: 0.23 (1998)</small>
<small>Mobile cellular subscribers: na</small>
<small>Mobile cellular tariff: na</small>
<small>Telecentres: na</small>
<small>Facsimiles (k): 0.5 (1996)</small>
b)  Informatics
The Instituto Nacional de Estudos e Pesquisa (INEP) is the national institution responsible for the management and co-ordination of scientific research, and for the establishment of a central repository of research information. The Centre de Documentation Technologique (CDT) and the Bibliothèque Nationale are the two agencies within the Instituto Nacional de Estudos e Pesquisa (INEP) which activities are related with information and communication technologies.

Fightings which erupted between the Government and the self-proclaimed military junta in 1998 resulted in the destruction of most of the archival documents, audiotapes, photographs, films and databases at the Instituto Nacional de Estudos e Pesquisa (INEP) [http://africa-research.csusb.edu/countries/gbi01.htm]. The management of INEP has issued an urgent appeal requesting the international research community to assist them to rebuild the archive.

<small>Computer per 100 inhabitants: na</small>
c) 
Internet Connectivity

Guine Telecom (GT) [</small>http://sol.gtelecom.gw<small>] is currently the sole provider of Internet services in Guinea-Bissau. An Internet shop was opened by GT in April 1997 where demonstrations are carried out to interested potential users. Modems are sold at the Internet shop.</small>
<small>Internet access fees at GT</small>
PRIVATE
<small>Registration fee</small>
<small>US$ 100.00</small>

<small>Monthly subscription fee - 10 hours</small>
<small>US$ 45.00</small>

<small>Monthly subscription fee - 15 hours</small>
<small>US$ 60.00</small>

<small>Monthly subscription fee - 30 hours</small>
<small>US$ 105.00</small>

<small>Dedicated line - 14.4 Kbps</small>
<small>US$ 460.00 (installation) + US$ 660.00 (monthly)</small>

<small>Dedicated line - 28.8 Kbps</small>
<small>US$ 460.00 (installation) + US$ 880.00 (monthly)</small>

<small>Dedicated line - 64 Kbps</small>
<small>US$ 893.00 (installation) + US$ 1,830.00 (monthly)</small>

<small>Dedicated line - 14.4 Kbps</small>
<small>US$ 893.00 (installation) + US$ 3,197.00 (monthly)</small>

</div>
<small>Source</small>: Development of e-mail and the Internet in Guinea-Bissau
[http://members.tripod.com/~gambuzino/e6.htm].
<small>SITEC, a private company, has established a cybercafe called Dunia in March 1997. The cybercafe is also used to provide Internet training courses. SITEC plans to become an official Internet Service Provider (ISP) once it has obtained authorisation from the Government.</small>
<small>The USAID Leland Initiative [</small>http://www.info.usaid.gov/regions/afr/leland/gbiindex.htm<small>] end-user assessment and training took place in Guinea Bissau from January 20 through February 4, 1998.  A two-day training of trainers (TOT) session was also conducted, sharing training techniques and content for Internet instruction with eight Internet/computer trainers. However, installation of the Leland gateway was halted due to the recent fighting and subsequent damage to the Guine Telecom.</small>
Internet host sites: 15 (1998) 

Internet subscribers: 150 (1998)

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 1.32</small>
Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 64

d)
Broadcasting/Media
<small>Radio Televisao de Guine Bissau is the national broadcasting institution responsible for radio and television broadcasting.</small>
<small>Radios per 100 inhabitants: 4.2 (1995)</small>
<small>Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: na</small>
<small>Pay TV decoders: na</small>
<small>Cable TV subscribers: na</small>
<small>Home satellite dishes: na</small>
<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998

</big></big>
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
<small>7,363</small>
<small>7,926</small>
<small>7,633</small>
<small>10,000</small>

Teledensity
<small>0.69</small>
<small>0.73</small>
<small>0.69</small>
<small>0.88</small>

Digital main lines (%)
<small>40.0</small>
<small>46.0</small>
<small>53.0</small>
<small>80.0</small>

Waiting list for main lines
<small>742</small>
 
 
 

Public telephones
<small>22</small>
<small>27</small>
 
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
<small> 0.02</small>
<small>0.02</small>
 
 

Mobile subscribers
 
 
 
 

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
 
 
 
 

Telecentres
 
 
 
<small>  </small>

Facsimiles
 
<small>500</small>
 
 

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
<small>4.2</small>
 
<small>  </small>
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
 
 
<small>  </small>
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
 
 
<small>11</small>
<small>15</small>

Internet service providers (ISPs)
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>1</small>

Internet subscribers
 
 
<small>  </small>
<small>150</small>

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>1.32</small>

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
<small>64</small></tbody>

</div>
<small>Source: ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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