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Algeria

Location: North Africa 
Bordering countries: Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Libya and Tunisia

Area: 2,381,745 sq. km

Population Statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000):

· Total: 30,203,000 (estimates for 1998)

· Growth rate: 2.62

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 102.5

· Age structure (1995 figures)

· Percentage aged 0-4: 13.7

· Percentage aged 5-14: 25.5

· Percentage aged 15-24:  21.0

· Percentage aged 25-60: 30.6

· Percentage aged 60 over: 9.2

· Population density: 12 per sq. km

Literacy rate: 60.3% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions:  43.9 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 1,500 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.665 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 109 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: 0.642 (1997)

Gender-related Development Index rank: 93 of 174 countries

A French colony for over 100 years (from 1830 to 1962), the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria gained its independence in 1962.  Algeria is bordered by Morocco to the west and Tunisia to the east.  It is the second largest country in Africa and the largest in the Arab Maghreb Union, the economic agreement among five countries in the region: Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Libya and Mauritania.  The country enjoys a temperate climate to the north, where it borders on the Mediterranean Sea, while desert conditions prevail in the southern, Saharan region. 

Given the country's varied climate and topography, Algeria's population of over 30 million is concentrated mainly in the northern part of the country, where the majority live in urban centres.   They are primarily of Arab origin, with approximately 25 percent being Berber. The country's official language is Arabic and its main religion is Islam. Algeria has a relatively young and rapidly growing population: 60 percent of Algerians are under 20 years of age. 

The first President of Algeria, Ahmed Ben Bella, favoured a planned development strategy based on the socialist system, which advocates collectivism and state control over production, and in turn ensures state control over all major sectors of the economy. In 1965, Houari Boumediene succeeded as President, following in his predecessor's footsteps by nationalizing various economic sectors.  In 1979, following Boumediene's death, Chadli Benjedid became President of the Republic.  Elected for two consecutive terms (1984 and 1989), Benjedid threw the socialist system into question, promoting an economic liberalization of sorts and modifying political institutions.  In a 1988 referendum, the population voted in favour of a government responsible to Parliament. A year later, a  new constitution would open the door to multi-party politics and true direct democracy. 

In January 1992, the threat that the Front islamique du salut (FIS) might take power brought the election process to a halt and plunged Algeria into political crisis.  The FIS was dissolved and the Haut Comité d'État, a senior government committee, assumed responsibility for managing the country's affairs.  In November 1995, General Liamine Zéroual, who had been heading the Haut Comité since January 1994, called a presidential election. He went on to win 61.34 percent of the vote in an election that had a 75% voter participation rate. Legitimized by his democratic election victory, President Zéroual, with the backing of his military peers, tried to arrive at a political consensus that would unite Algeria's political forces, including moderate Muslims. The government he appointed on January 5, 1996 was evidence of his cautious openness to the Islamic sphere of influence. Indeed, this was the first pluralistic cabinet in Algeria's history. 

Since its independence, in 1962, Algeria had a flourishing agricultural sector, but by 1990, it employed only 26 percent of the labour force. With modernization, the industrial and services sectors have played an increasingly larger role in the country's economy, each accounting for 44 percent of gross domestic product. 

Algeria has traditionally depended on its rich petroleum and gas resources to ensure growth. However, limited growth in the intermediary industries (consumer goods) and in the food industry, and created shortages that have driven up imports of consumer products. It has also caused a certain amount of financial instability, as the country's revenues vary significantly with fluctuations in the price of petroleum products on the international market. 

Algeria's economic growth has been slow in the past few years, the result, among other things, of sluggish international petroleum and gas prices, heavy foreign debt, high unemployment, and excessive state intervention.  Since the end of the 1980s, the Algerian government has taken several measures to broaden the economy. In 1994, together with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Algeria embarked on an adjustment program to stimulate short-term economic growth and re-establish the country's macroeconomic balance. 

NICI Infrastructure and Policy

a) 
Telecommunication Infrastructure

Responsible ministry:  Ministry of Post and Telecommunications (P&T)

Telecommunication operator:  Ministry of Post and Telecommunications (P&T)

Telecommunication regulator: The Ministry of Post and Telecommunications is both the operating and regulating entity in Algeria, with respect to telecommunication services.  Deregulation activities of the ministry started in 1990, primarily in the procurement and distribution of telecommunication equipment.  Its role in the supply of consumer equipment is now limited to defining technical standards and approval of imported equipment. The Ministry has exclusive rights on all telecommunication services, including cellular radio.  The cellular radio service uses NMT 900 to provide service to about 15,000 subscribers.  A new GSM-based network is planned for implementation in 1998-1999.  A VSAT private network is also to be launched sometime in 1999.

Algeria spent heavily on telecommunication infrastructure during when oil revenues were the highest in the 1970s and early 1980s.  As a result, the network is in a relatively good condition despite the need to expand in response to additional demands and traffic on the network.  Nonetheless, Algeria is now facing economic as well as political difficulties which make it difficult to upgrade the existing telecommunication network.  

The current domestic network in Algeria consists of over 44 domestic satellite earth stations.  Algeria also installed 2,500 kilometres of fibre optic links to form the core north-south and east-west fibre optic backbone.  The transmission network is approximately 70% digital.  Six submarine fibre optic cable links are established with France, Italy, and Spain, and the SEA-ME-WE2 link.  Algeria is a member of ARABSAT, INTELSAT, and INMARSAT.

Teledensity:  

· Total:  5.32 (1998)

· Urban areas:  4.11 (1995)

· Rural areas:  3.46 (1995)

Digital main lines: 51.32% (1997)

Waiting list for telephone lines:

· Total demands as of 1996:  702,210

· Average waiting time: more than 10 years.

Telephone tariffs (1996):

· Connection charge:  residential - US$40, business – US$40

· Monthly subscription:  residential – US$1.80, business – US$1.80

· Cost of a local telephone call:  US$0.02/minute

Public telephones: 5,698 (1997)

Public telephone per 1,000 inhabitants:  0.20 (1997)

Mobile cellular subscribers:  15,000 (1997)

Mobile cellular tariffs (1996)

· Analog:  connection – US$365, monthly rate - US$23.70, 3 minutes local call – US$0.36

· Digital:  data not available

Facsimiles: 6,200

Community access centres: Apart from the cyber-cafés, Algeria has not been active in the development of community access centres, nor has it been a major recipient country for the implementation of telecentre programs initiated by donor agencies.  The consequence of this fact is evident in the low number of Internet users and the proportion of Internet use among the population.

b) Informatics

Lead organizations:
Centre d’étude et de recherche sur l’information scientifique et  technique (CERIST) and Ministère des postes et télécommunications.

CERIST is the government organization responsible for the promoting the use of scientific and technical information, as well as supporting the use of ICTs and networking a the national level.  CERIST is also involved in regional projects with other Maghrebian countries in the North Africa.  

Computers per 100 people:  0.34 (1996)

c) 
Internet Connectivity

The Internet development in Algeria is still in a relatively early stage.  Since 1994, Le centre d’étude et de recherche sur l’information scientifique et technique (CERIST) is the leading and only institution offering Internet service in Algeria.  Apart from Algiers, CERIST has created three different nodes (points of presence) in the country, namely in Oran, Constantine and Ourgla.

The contact for CERIST is M. Benhamadi (benhamadi@ist.cerist.dz)/Mme. Aouaouche El-Maohab (elmouhad@ist.cerist.dz)

While CERIST is the only provider of full Internet service, a number of private companies are now offering web creation and hosting services, as well as e-mail connection.  The Internet Service Company (ISC) in Algiers currently offers, in addition to network and multi-media  services, e-mail forwarding service (using Unix to Unix Copy Command – UUCP), Web page design, creation and hosting, Web navigation service, and Internet training.  The company claims to have a fibre optic T3 connection with Sprint. 

A free Web-based e-mail service (similar to Hotmail) is available from a company called Djazair [http://www.djazairmail.com].  However, users are still required to have an Internet connection prior to being able to access his/her e-mail box.  This can be done at one of the three cyber-cafés available in the country:  Media Store Agha (in Algiers), Sindbad Club (in Oran), and Cybernet Mentouri (in Constantine).  

Internet Service Provider:  CERIST – http://www.cerist.dz
· E-mail providers (UUCP):   
Internet Service Company – http://www.isc-net.com


UENET – http://www.eu.net

· Web hosting:  Internet Service Company – http://www.isc-net.com

Fakim – http://www.fakim.com


Gecos – http://www.gecos.net


ISP Ourgla – http://www.algeria-guide.com/isp/index.html

BMG International – http://www.entreprises-dz.com


Raid Services – http://www.raidservices.com.dz


WMC – http://www.wmcnet.com/home.html

· Cyber-cafés: 
Media Store Agha – http://www.citeweb.net/mediatek


Sindbad Club – http://www.sindbadnet.com


Cybernet Mentouri – http://www.dromadaire.com/firm/cybernet

Internet tariffs: CERIST’s charge for a dial-up access is 50,000 Algerian Dinars per year (approximately US$870).

Internet host sites: by July 1999, 27 primary Internet hosts are registered under the top level (.dz) domain and another 30 are registered under the second and third level domain.  

Internet subscribers:
· Total:  750 (based on number of Internet accounts created)

· Subscriber per 10,000 inhabitants:  0.25

Internet bandwidth:  64 Kpbs (international)

Internet use by categories:
· News and Media:  13 newspapers, 1 television, and 5 radio stations 

· Arts and Culture:  4 museums, 21 Algerian artists, and one fashion designer 

· Business and Industry:  over 50 web sites.  A listing is available at the following address: http://www.djazaironline.net/business_economy/companies.htm

· Personal Web Sites:  about 90 Algerians have created their own personal Web sites.

· Education:  5 universities, 2 training institutes, and one continuing education school.

· Government:  4 ministries, 3 political parties, and one municipal government site.

· Other usage:  2 Web directories, 3 medical centres, 5 professional organizations, and about 10 Web sites are tourism-related (hotels, recreations, restaurants, etc.)

Links to Internet Sites on Algeria:

· Government:

· CERIST – http://www.cerist.dz

· Ministère de l’industrie et de la restructuration - http://www.mir-algeria.org

· Secrétriat d’etat de l’environnement - http://www.environnement-dz.org

· Ministry of Health and Population - http://www.ands.dz

· Office National des Statistiques - http://www.ons.dz
· Gouvernorat du Grand Alger (Municipal Government of Algiers) –  http://www.gga.dz

· Academic and research:

· A directory of universities and research institutions has been compiled by CERIST and is available through its Web site under the section “Annuaires.”

· Commercial:

· 142 companies are listed under the Web directory Djazair Online.  The list can be obtained at this address: http://www.djazaironline.net/business_economy/companies.htm
· Associations:

· CSJ High Council for the Youth - http://www.csj-dz.com
· Action Meres Algeriennes d'Enfants Francais –  http://www.chez.com/pthiriet/maef.htm

· La Société Algérienne de Parapsychologie et Médecines Alternatives –  http://www.sapma.algeriainfo.com

· Algerian Association of Medical Physicist –  http://dmnu-pet5.hcuge.ch/Habib/aamp.html

· AlgéBio - http://www.multimania.com/algebio
· NGOs/Development:

· Mouvement Écologique Algérien – http://www.ecouncil.ac.cr/ngoexch/algeriaf.htm

· Algeria Watch International –  http://members.tripod.com/AlgeriaWatch

d) 
ICT Training and Development

CERIST provides a variety of technical training, however, most of the training courses are not intended for the general public.  There is, however, a Post Graduate Specialization Program in Information and Technical Sciences (PGS – IST).  This program is open to anyone with a university Bachelors degree (4-year program).

L’Université des sciences et de la technologie d’Oran (USTO) offers a variety of training courses and degrees in electrical engineering and computer engineering.  Web address: http://www.univ-usto.dz

Rachidia Formation is an ICT training institute, created by a group of engineers back in 1994.  The training provided is typically for office/business application solutions (MS Office, and Internet navigation and searching), as well as database and application development training (visual basic, C++, Java, etc.).

The Internet Service Company provides training in business computing (from learning the basics of computers to the use of commercial applications and the Internet).  The cost of a course in Internet training is 3,000 Algerian Dinars, while a course in business computer costs 6,500 Algerian Dinars.
e) 
Broadcasting/Media

Responsible for regulating media broadcasts:  Ministry of Communication

Television and radio operators:

Television operators:  Entreprise Nationale de Télévision (http://www.entv.dz) has two channels: Canal d’Algérie  is on Eutelsat and Télévision d’Algérie is on Arabsat.

Radio operators: 

· Radio Algérienne:  transmit in three channels - channel 1 is in Arabic, channel 2 has programs in Tamazight, and channel 3 is in French.

· Radio El-Bahdja – specialty radio channel of Radio Algérienne

Radios per 100 people:  23.8 (1995)

Television per 100 inhabitants:  6.75 (1996)

Cable TV subscribers:  cable TV service is currently not available

Home satellite dishes/antennas:  approximately 600,000 (1996)

f) 
NICI Projects

1.
Decision Support System for Coastal Management


A capacity development programme for the countries surrounding the Mediterranean to assist them in using remote sensing data, GIS systems and Multi-Criteria Aid Techniques (MCAD) for coastal resource management and pollution abatement. Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, Libya and Egypt.

2. Sustainable Development Networking Programme (SDNP)


Agenda 21/Sustainable Development networking support which focused on providing Internet access but is now increasingly working on building content. There are operational or formative nodes in Algeria, Angola, Benin, Cameroon, Gabon, Guinea, Malawi, Morocco, Mozambique, Tchad, Togo, Tunisia. Four of the national projects have established local ICT training and train the trainer programmes (Benin, Cameroun, Morocco and Mozambique). 

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big>
 <div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
1,176,316
1,278,142
1,400,343
1,613,024

Teledensity
4.19
4.32
4.75
5.32

Digital main lines (%)
33.90
45.90
51.32


Waiting list for main lines
675,716
702,210



Public telephones
6,523
5,777
5,698


Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
0.23
0.20
0.20


Mobile subscribers
4,691
12,000
15,000


Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
0.02
0.04
0.05


Telecentres





Facsimiles

6,200



Computer(s) per 100 inhab.

0.34



ICT Human Resources





Radios per 100 inhab.
23.8




TVs per 100 inhab.
6.87
6.75



Cable TV subscribers





Home satellite dish/antennas

600,000



Internet host sites
16
28
16
23

Internet service providers (ISPs)



1

Internet subscribers



750

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.



0.25

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)



64

<small>Source: ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys. </small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.
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