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<big><big><big><big><big><big><big><big><big><big><big></big></big></big></big></big></big>Cameroon</big></big></big></big></big>
Location: Central Africa 
Bordering countries: Central African Republic, Chad, Congo Republic, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon and Nigeria

Area: 475,500 sq. km 

Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 14,353,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 2.93 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 98.6 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 17.2 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 27.0 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 19.4 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 27.2 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 9.2 

· Population density: 28 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 71.7% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 8.6 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 620 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.536 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 134 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: 0.527 (1997)

Gender-related Development Index rank: 110 of 174 countries

In colonial times, western Cameroon and eastern Cameroon were administered separately by Britain and France respectively. At the time of independence in 1960, the northern part of western (British) Cameroon decided to be part of neighbouring Nigeria, whereas the southern part of western (British) Cameroon and French Cameroon joined to form the Republic of Cameroon.

Because of its oil resources and favorable agricultural conditions, Cameroon has one of the best-endowed primary commodity economies in sub-Saharan Africa. The development of the oil sector led to rapid economic growth between 1970 and 1985. Growth came to an abrupt halt in 1986, precipitated by steep declines in the prices of major exports: petroleum, coffee and cocoa. Since 1990, the government has embarked on various IMF and World Bank programs designed to spur business investment, increase efficiency in agriculture, improve trade, and recapitalise the nation's banks. It was after the devaluation of CFA franc in 1994 that the economy began to recover. Cameroon has extensive deposits of natural gas, bauxite, iron ore, uranium rutile, cobalt and nickel which are awaiting exploitation. Timber from natural forests has become one of the leading export commodities. In the political scene, Cameroon embarked in a multiparty democratic reform in the 1990s after a period of an authoritarian rule.

Cameroon's telecommunications network had a capacity of 134,600 lines in 1998. The number of connected telephone lines was approximately 120,000, giving a telephone density of 0.84 line per hundred people.

<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a) 
Telecommunications

Basic postal and telecommunications services are still a government department run as a state monopoly under the Ministère des Postes et Télécommunications (MPT). The Ministry is also responsible for regulating the telecommunications sector. 

The Ministry has recently adopted a new legislation which envisages the separation of the postal and telecommunication services, the setting-up of a separate regulatory body, and the liberalisation of the sector. 

Currently, the Cameroon's telecommunications infrastructure is managed by four different state-operated monopolies:

1. Sociéte des Télécommunications Internationales du Cameroun (IntelCam) was established in 1972 as a joint venture between the Government of Cameroon (60%), France Cables et Radio (30%) and Cable and Wireless (10%). IntelCam manages the international network, the X.25 service (CamPac) and Internet services. Revenue sharing of international telecommunications services between MPT and IntelCam is done on the basis of 60% for MPT and 40% for IntelCam. The Direction des Télécommunications, a department within MPT, is responsible for the domestic telecommunications network. 

2. Camtel Mobile, a subsidiary of IntelCam, operates the cellular network with unlimited licence. Presently it covers greater Daoula, Nkongsamba, Bafoussam, Bafia and greater Yaounde. There are plans to expand the current 10% coverage of the national territory to 20% by the year 2003. 

3. Actel provides the billing and local switch management; and 

4. Bull Cameroun is responsible for laying the cables. 

Intelcam is planning to install a VSAT network with a hub earth station in Yaounde. It   will be used for private networking and for Internet access applications in various parts of the country. A few multinational companies are permitted to operate private VSAT circuits using a hub earth station outside Cameroon.

Teledensity: 0.84 (1998)

Digital main lines: 69% (1998)

Waiting list for telephone lines: 280,000 (1998)

Telephone Tariff:<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<TBODY>PSTN connection charge - residential
US$ 50

PSTN connection charge - business
US$ 417

PSTN rental per month
US$ 2.92

PSTN three minute local call
US$ 0.10

320 km (200 mile) long distance call per minute
US$ 0.40

International call to USA per minute
US$ 3.30

Leased line 64 Kbps to Europe
US$ 10,000</TBODY>

Source: BMI TechKnowledge Communication Technologies Handbook 1998

Public telephones: 3,600 (1998)

Public telephones per 1000 inhabitants: 0.25 (1998)

Mobile cellular subscribers: 3,200 (1998)

Mobile cellular tariff: na

Telecentres: na

Facsimiles (k): na

b) 
Informatics
Responsibility for ICT policy rests with the Comité Interministériel composed of representatives from the following ministries:

· Ministère de la Communication; 

· Ministère des Postes et Télécommunications; 

· Ministère de l'Enseignement Supérieur; 

· Ministère de l'Education; 

· Ministère de l'Economie et des Finances; 

· Ministère des Relations Extérieures et des Services du Premier Ministre. 

Various technical committees structured thematically (Internet, infrastructure, ICT training, content development, etc.) and composed of IT experts were set up to advise the Comité Interministériel.

The Centre National de Développement de l'Informatique (CENADI) is the leading institution responsible for government data processing and computer networking. CENADI's tasks involve setting-up computerised financial payroll system for the civil service, standardising the use of ICT and establishing Internet connectivity in government departments. CENADI developed and operated the X.25 packet switching network until it was transfered to the national telecom, IntelCam. The ACCT's @friNet project supported CENADI by providing one server and training to the system manager.

The Universite de Yaounde 1 (UniYaounde 1) and the Ecole Nationale Supérieure Polytechnique (ENSP) form the major academic networking in Cameroon. UniYaounde 1 operates the UniNet [http://uycdc.uninet.cm] on behalf of the Ministère de l'Enseignement Supérieur, and with support from a project led by the Cooperation Française "Projet d'Appui à l'Enseignement Supérieur et à la Recherche dans les Universités Camerounaises (PAESRUC)". All the departments on campus were linked by a fiber optic network. On the other side, ENSP has two active centres active in networking: Automation Control Laboratory (ACL) and Laboratoire d'Electronique et Traitement de Signal (LETS).

ACL has been operating two dial-up store and forward e-mail services for a number of years - HealthNet Cameroon and CamFido. It is now hosting SNDP Cameroon [http://sdncmr.uninet.cm] which is a UNDP-supported project for the National Environmental Management Plan (NEMP) of Cameroon.

The Sub-Regional Development Centre for Central Africa (SRDC-CA) is the UN ECA's sub-regional arm charged with supporting sub-regional electronic information exchange networks of economic experts, civil society organisations, NGOs and the private sector.

The Centre Syfed of AUPELF-UREF provides Internet access and web hosting for organisations in the public sector. The Centre plans similar services at other universities in the country.

Computer per 100 inhabitants: 0.15 (1996)

c)
Internet Connectivity

IntelCam, the telecom operator, provides dial-up and leased lines access under the name CamNet [http://www.camnet.cm]. CamNet is the domain administrator for .cm; it has a 256 Kbps link to MCI in the US and provides leased lines to CENADI, UniNet and two private ISPs. Currently, Internet is only available in Yaounde. There is a CamNet POP in Daoula but service is unreliable because of unstable microwave links to Yaounde. IntelCam is planning to set up VSAT-based network to solve the problem.

Internet Tariffs at Camnet
<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<TBODY>Leased Line - 64 Kbps
US$ 4,000

Dial-up connection
US$ 40

Monthly subscription (10 hours)
US$ 40

Additional hour
US$ 4</TBODY>

</div>
The two private ISPs are: 

· Ditof [http://www.ditof.cm]: it is a joint venture with Cameroonian, French and American firms and it has opened to public access points in Yaounde. Ditof plans to utilise France Telecom's Minitel's terminals to access Internet. 

· ICC [http://www.iccnet.cm] uses a 64 Kbps-leased lines to CamNet. 

Internet host sites: 3 (1998)

Internet subscribers: 2,000 (1998)

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 1.39

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 256
d)
ICT Training and Development
The following are the major institutions involved in ICT training:

· The Département d'Informatique of ENSP;

· The Faculté des Sciences at the Universite de Yaounde;

· The Institut Universitaire de Technologie in Daoula and Bandjoun.
The Laboratoire d'Electronique et Traitement de Signal of ENSP has been behind the establishment of the Connectivity Information and Training Centre for Internet (CITI-CM) with financial support from InfoDev, ORSTOM, UNITAR, ACCT and local companies. 

e)  Broadcasting/Media
Cameroun Radio Television is the state-owned/operated radio and TV broadcaster in Cameroon.

Radios per 100 inhabitants: 15.2 (1995)

Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 8.11 (1996)

Pay TV decoders: na

Cable TV subscribers: na

Home satellite dishes: na

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big>
<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<TBODY>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
65,597
70,558
  
120,000

Teledensity
0.49
0.52
  
0.84

Digital main lines (%)
68.00
68.25
  
69.00

Waiting list for main lines
42,000
 
  
280,000

Public telephones
300
  
  
3,600

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
0.002
  
  
0.25

Mobile subscribers
2.200
2,800
  
3,200

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
0.017
0.021
  
0.022

Telecentres
 
 
 
  

Facsimiles
 
 
 
  

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
  
0.15
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
15.2
 
  
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
7.50
8.11
  
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
  
  
2
3

Internet service providers (ISPs)
 
  
  
1

Internet subscribers
 
 
  
2,000

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
  
  
1.39

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
256</TBODY>

</div>
<small>Source: 
ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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