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<big><big><big><big>Republic of Congo</big></big></big></big>
Location: Central Africa 
Bordering countries: Angola, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo and Gabon

Area: 342,000 sq. km 

Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 2,827,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 3.01 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 95.4 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 18.5 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 27.2 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 19.2 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 26.7 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 8.4 

· Population density: 8 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 76.9% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 1.8 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 670 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.533 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 135 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: 0.527 (1997)

Gender-related Development Index rank: 111 of 174 countries

The Republic of Congo, also known as Congo Brazzaville to distinguish its from its neighbour, the Democratic Republic of Congo or Congo Kinshasa, lies on the western side of the lower Congo river.   The country is one of the most urbanised ones in Africa, with all the urban areas located between the port of Pointe Noire (over 500,000 people) and the capital city, Brazzaville (about 1 million people). The Congo gained its independence from France in 1960.

Congo Brazzaville is one of Africa's oil producers, and income from oils accounts for 90% of foreign exchange earnings. The large reserves of natural gas and other minerals are awaiting exploitation. Timber from natural forests in the north is the second most important export commodity. In the political scene, there is much rivalry for political power. The 1997 multiparty elections has to be postponed owing to serious clashes between the national army and the private militia.

Congo's telecommunications network had a capacity of 40,320 lines in 1996. The number of connected telephone lines was approximately 22,000, giving a telephone density of 0.82 line per hundred people.

<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a)
Telecommunications

The Office National des Postes et Télécommunications (ONPT) is the national operator of telecommunications services. There is no currently an independent telecommunications regulatory authority.

The previous government was in the process toward the establishment of an independent regulatory body and the liberalisation of the telecommunications sector before it was removed from office in 1997. Policies of the new government are not yet known.

Teledensity: 0.82 (1996)

Digital main lines: 91.60% (1995)

Waiting list for telephone lines: na

Telephone Tariff:
PRIVATE
<tbody>PSTN connection charge
US$ 579

PSTN rental per month
US$ 7.29

PSTN three minute local call
US$ 0.04

320 km (200 mile) long distance call per minute
US$ 2.14

International call to USA per minute
US$ 7.14

Leased line 64 Kbps to Europe
US$ 12,750/month</tbody>

Source: BMI TechKnowledge Communication Technologies Handbook 1998

Public telephones: na

Public telephones per 1000 inhabitants: na

Mobile cellular subscribers: 1,000 (1996)

Cyrus International (CYRTEL) is the cellular/mobile operator in the Congo, and it operates as joint venture between Nexus International (70%), a subsidiary of France Telecom, and the national telecom, ONPT.

Mobile cellular tariff: na

Telecentres: na

Facsimiles (k): na

b)
Informatics
There used to be an interministerial consultation within various ministries, Ministère de la Culture, des Arts et de la Recherche Scientifique, Ministère de l'Information and the Ministère du Développement, to promote ICT in the country.  However, the civil war and strifes since 1997 have resulted in much destruction, and the policies of the new government are not known yet. 

Computer per 100 inhabitants: na
c)
Internet Connectivity

There is no Internet service in the Congo.

d)
Broadcasting/Media
<small>Radiodiffusion-TTlTvision Congolaise is the state-operated agency responsible for radio and television broadcasting</small>.

Radios per 100 inhabitants: 11.6 (1995)

Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 0.82 (1996)

Pay TV decoders: na

Cable TV subscribers: na

Home satellite dishes: na

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big>
<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
21,410
22,000
  
 

Teledensity
0.81
0.82
  
 

Digital main lines (%)
91.60
 
  
 

Waiting list for main lines
 
 
  
 

Public telephones
 
  
  
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
 
  
  
 

Mobile subscribers
 
1,000
  
 

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
 
0.04
  
 

Telecentres
 
 
 
  

Facsimiles
 
 
 
  

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
  
 
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
11.6
 
  
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
0.75
0.82
  
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
  
  
 
 

Internet service providers (ISPs)
 
  
  
 

Internet subscribers
 
 
  
 

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
  
  
 

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
 </tbody>

</div>
<small>Source: ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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