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<big><big><big><big><big>Djibouti</big></big></big></big></big>
Location: East Africa 
Bordering countries: Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia

Area: 22,000 sq. km 

Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 652,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 2.87 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 96.9 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 15.6 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 25.5 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 19.6 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 31.3 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 8.0 

· Population density: 26 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 48.3% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 0.470 (estimates for 1995)

GNP per capita in US$: 856 (estimates for 1995)

Human Development Index value: 0.412 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 157 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: na

Gender-related Development Index rank: na

Poorly endowed with natural resources, Djibouti is heavily dependent on foreign aid and earnings from its free port. More than two-thirds of the population live in the port city of Djibouti. Formerly French Somaliland, and also known as the French Territory of the Afars and Issas from 1967 to 1977, the country gained its independence in 1977.

The economy is based on service activities, mainly services as both a transit port for the region and an international trans-shipment and refueling centre. Since the conflict between Ethiopia and Eritrea in 1998, the port of Djibouti is serving as the entry and exit point for Ethiopia for import and export of goods. Djibouti embarked on a democratic reform in the early 1990s.

Djibouti has a well developed telecommunications network. In 1996, the number of connected telephone lines was approximately 8,151, resulting with a telephone density of 1.32 line per hundred people, one of the highest in the East Africa region.

<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a)  Telecommunications

There is no independent regulatory body in the telecommunications sector at present. Arbitration is the responsibility of the Ministry of Transports and Telecommunications.

The public telephone operator, Office des Postes et Télécommunications (OPT), provides basic telephone services. The Société des Télécommunications Internationales de Djibouti (STID) [http://www.intnet.dj] is responsible for international telecommunications networks as well as for cellular and Internet services. 

The government has already laid the foundation for the liberalisation of the telecommunications sector. Legislation was passed in March 1998 to separate the postal activities from the telecommunications, to establish an independent regulatory authority and to create a private telecom company.  The latter will be fully owned by the government. In April 1998, a national commission was set up to oversee the implementation of the plans of action.

ISDN and X.25 (DjiPac) services are the other services provided by the telecommunications sector.

Teledensity: 1.32 (1996)

Digital main lines: 100% (1998)

Waiting list for telephone lines: 3 (1995)

Telephone Tariff:<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>PSTN connection charge
US$ 140

PSTN rental per month
US$ 20

PSTN three minute local call
US$ 0.20</tbody>

Source: BMI TechKnowledge Communication Technologies Handbook 1998

Public telephones: 63 (1996)

Public telephones per 1000 inhabitants: 0.1 (1996)

Mobile cellular subscribers: 400 (1998)

Société des Télécommunications Internationales de Djibouti (STID) operates an AMPS cellular covering a range of 40 km around the capital city, Djibouti. Plans to expand the network to other cities and localities of the country has been suspended in order to undertake a feasibility study which will enable the migration to a GSM cellular network.

Mobile cellular tariff: na

Telecentres: na

Facsimiles (k): 0.1 (1996)

b)
Informatics
With support from UNDP and the European Union, the International Chamber of Commerce hosted at Djibouti is in the process of establishing a commercial information and documentation centre.

The Centre de Documentation of the Institut Supérieur d'Etudes et de Recherches Scientifiques et Techniques (ISERT) has been active in launching a project for developing a national information and documentation network.

<small>The Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) [</small>http://www.igad.org/<small>] was created in 1986 by the six drought stricken countries of Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan and Uganda to coordinate development in the Horn of Africa. The State of Eritrea became the seventh member of IGAD in September 1993 after its independence.  In April 1996, following the recommendations of the Summit of the Heads of State and Government, the IGAD Council of Ministers identified three priority areas of cooperation :</small>
· <small>Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution, and Humanitarian Affairs; </small>
· <small>Infrastructure Development (Transport and Communications); </small>
· <small>Food Security and Environment Protection. </small>
· Computer per 100 inhabitants: na

c)
Internet Connectivity

The Société des Télécommunications Internationales de Djibouti (STID) is the sole provider of Internet services. STID has set up in 1996 a hub called DjiNet with a 64 Kbps link via  France Telecom.

Internet Tariffs at STID (where 1 US$ = FD 172.00 as of September 1999)<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>Dial-up connection
FD 5,000

Monthly subscription - Unlimited
FD 20,000

Additional e-mail
FD 3,000

Monthly subscription - 5 hours
FD 6,000

Monthly subscription - 10 hours
FD 10,000</tbody>

</div>
Internet host sites: 0 (1998)

Internet subscribers: 400 (1998)

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 6.14

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 128
d)
Broadcasting/Media
Radio and television broadcasters: na

Radios per 100 inhabitants: 8.0 (1995)

Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 7.29 (1996)

Pay TV decoders: na

Cable TV subscribers: na

Home satellite dishes: na

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big>
<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
7,556
8,151
  
 

Teledensity
1.31
1.32
  
 

Digital main lines (%)
100.00
100.00
  100.00
100.00

Waiting list for main lines
3
 
  
 

Public telephones
55
63
  
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
0.1
  0.1
  
 

Mobile subscribers
 
110
  
<small>400</small>

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
 
0.02
  
<small>0.06</small>

Telecentres
 
 
 
  

Facsimiles
 
<small>100</small>
 
  

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
  
 
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
8.0
 
  
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
7.26
7.29
  
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
  
  
 
0

Internet service providers (ISPs)
 
  
  
1

Internet subscribers
 
 
  
400

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
  
  
6.14

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
128</tbody>

</div><small>Source: ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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