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<big><big><big><big>Equatorial Guinea

Location: Central Africa

Bordering countries: Cameroon and Gabon

Area: 28,051 <small>sq. km </small>
Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 430,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 2.68 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 97.0 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 17.4 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 25.8 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 18.2 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 28.4 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 10.2 

· Population density: 14 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 79.9% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 0.4 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 1,060 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.549 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 131 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: na

Gender-related Development Index rank: na

<small>The Republic of Equatorial Guinea consists of a mainland enclave between Cameroon and Gabon and two islands on the Atlantic Ocean. This fragmented country covers an area of 28,051 square kilometers and has a population of over 430,000 people, out of which 67% live in the rural areas.  Most of the 90,000 islanders live in Malabo, the capital city of Equatorial Guinea.  A former Spanish colony, it gained its independence on October 1968, and it remains to-date the only country in Africa with Spanish as an official language.</small>
<small>Farming, forestry and fishing are the major components of GDP. The discovery and exploitation of large oil reserves have contributed to dramatic economic growth in recent years. However, Equatorial Guinea has a tradition of successive dictatorial regimes, and a number of aid programs sponsored by the World Bank and the IMF have been cut off since 1993 because of the government's gross corruption and mismanagement. The country responded favorably to the devaluation of the CFA franc in January 1994.</small>
<small>The Equatorial Guinea has about 3,668 telephone lines connecting  over 430,000 people, giving a density of about 0.89 per hundred people.

</small>
<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
<big><big></big></big>
a)
Telecommunications

<small>In 1997, Correos y de Telecommunicaciones which used to be the government department responsible for the telecommunications sector was dissolved and La Sociedad Anonima de Telecomunicaciones de la Republica de Guinea Ecuatorial (GETESA) </small>[http://www.intnet.gq/] was established as a government-owned company. <small>France Cable et Radio, a subsidiary of France telecom, holds a 40 percent stake in GETESA, Equatorial Guinea's national and international carrier,  and the remaining 60 percent of GETESA is owned by the State. </small>
The Directorate of Posts and Telecommunications is responsible for the regulation of the telecommunications sector.

The telephone network is underdeveloped, and there is no cellular service.

Teledensity: 0.89 (1996)

<small>Digital main lines: na</small>
<small>Waiting list for telephone lines: na</small>
<small>Telephone Tariff:</small>
<small>Public telephones: 4 (1995)</small>
<small>Public telephones per 1,000 inhabitants: 0.01 (1995)</small>
<small>Mobile cellular subscribers: na</small>
<small>Mobile cellular tariff: na</small>
<small>Telecentres: na</small>
<small>Facsimiles (k):  0.1 (1996)

</small>
b)
Informatics
The  Centro de Estudios Informaticos is the major networking institution in Equatorial Guinea and the national focal point for the UNESCO/Regional Informatics Network (RINAF).

The Centro de Investigaciones Cientificas y Technologicas (CICT) is responsible for the national archives.

<small>Computer per 100 inhabitants: na</small>
<small> </small>
c) 
Internet Connectivity

The national telecom operator, GETESA [http://www.intnet.gq/], is the sole provider of Internet services in the country linking via a 64 Kbps link to Paris, France.

Internet host sites: 0 (1998) 

Internet subscribers: 200 (1998)

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 4.65

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 64

c)
Broadcasting/Media
<small>Radio broadcaster: Radio Nacional de Guinea Equatorial</small> <small>is the state-operated agency responsible for radio transmission.</small>
<small>Television broadcaster: Television Nacional is the state-owned agency in charge of TV transmission.</small>
<small>Radios per 100 inhabitants: 42.5 (1995)</small>
<small>Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 9.76 (1996)</small>
<small>Pay TV decoders: na</small>
<small>Cable TV subscribers: na</small>
<small>Home satellite dishes: na

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big><big><big> </big></big><div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
<small>2,515</small>
<small>3,668</small>
 
 

Teledensity
<small>0.63</small>
<small>0.89</small>
 
 

Digital main lines (%)
 
 
 
 

Waiting list for main lines
 
 
 
 

Public telephones
<small>4</small>
 
 
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
<small>0.01</small>
 
 
 

Mobile subscribers
 
<small>61</small>
 
 

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
 
<small>0.01</small>
 
 

Telecentres
 
 
 
<small>  </small>

Facsimiles
 
<small>100</small>
 
 

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
<small>42.5</small>
 
<small>  </small>
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
9.23
<small>9.76</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
 
 
 
<small>0</small>

Internet service providers (ISPs)
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>1</small>

Internet subscribers
 
 
<small>  </small>
<small>200</small>

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>4.65</small>

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
<small>64</small></tbody>

<small>Source: ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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