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Gabon


Gabon

Location: Central Africa 
Bordering countries: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea and Republic of Congo

Area: 267,667 sq. km

Population Statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000):

· Total: 1,172,000 (estimates for 1998)

· Growth rate: 2.55

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 97.5

· Age structure (1995 figures)

· Percentage aged 0-4: 14.9

· Percentage aged 5-14: 23.1

· Percentage aged 15-24: 17.2

· Percentage aged 25-60: 30.0

· Percentage aged 60 over: 14.8

· Population density: 4 per sq. km

Literacy rate: 66.2% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions:  4.8 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 4,120 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.607 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 124 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: na

Gender-related Development Index rank: na
Gabon has a population of  approximately 1.2 million and covers an area of 267,667 square kilometres along the West coast of Africa. The country's landscape is particularly rugged, except for the west, which largely consists of sedimentary plains and marshland.  As a result of Gabon's landscape and equatorial climate, the road system is seriously affected by rainy seasons and becomes nearly impassable in places. 

With a per-capita Gross National Product (GNP) of over US$4,000, Gabon ranks as a middle-income country. Its economy is essentially based on developing natural resources, especially petroleum, manganese, uranium and wood. Since these resources are mainly exported as raw materials, the country's economy is at the mercy of international markets and fluctuations in the U.S. dollar, especially in the case of petroleum, which is the engine of Gabon's economy. 

Agriculture provides employment for nearly 75% of the labour force but represents only 6% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The industrial sector, which focuses mainly on the domestic market, represents 11% of the GDP. Finally, the service sector represents 24% of the GDP, due to the considerable size of the public service.

Socially, the country has made considerable progress in the in recent years. Gabon has some 660 medical centres and 27 hospitals.  This has had a significant impact on people's life expectancy. Education, however, is still not in line with the country's needs, and technical and scientific skills have been inadequate. Inequality against women persists, especially in employment, access to credit and education.

Politically, the early years of political pluralism under the open government formed with the opposition on November 26, 1990, were not marked by any major ups and downs until the government resigned on June 17, 1993. To reduce political and social tension in Gabon, the government undertook negotiations with the opposition, which led to the signing of the Paris Accords on September 27, 1994. A few weeks later, an expanded government for democracy was formed.

NICI Infrastructure and Policy

a)
Telecommunications

Responsible ministries: Ministère de la Défense Nationale, de la Sécurité et de l'Immigration, chargé des Postes et des Télécommunications, and Ministère de la communication, des postes et télécommunications, Porte-parole du Gouvernement.

Telecommunication operator: The state-owned Office de postes et télécommunication (OPT) is the sole provider of basic telecommunications services in Gabon.  Its international telecommunication traffic is handled by a subsidiary called Société de Télécomunications Internationales Gabonaise (TIG).  TIG is a joint venture between OPT and France Cables et Radio (FCR), a subsidiary of France Telecom.

A separate company, partly (32%) owned by OPT, Gabtel, operates VSAT-based voice network for the country and provides data services in the sub-region, mainly to the niche markets and business services (e.g., ELF oil and Shell Gabon).  Gabtel presently has the monopoly of AMPS-based (analog) cellular radio since 1996.

Telecommunication regulator: Currently, the telecommunication sector in Gabon is regulated by the ministry of communication, posts and telecommunications and a monopoly still exists in the provision of basic telecommunication service through the stated-owned Office de postes et télécommunications (OPT).  All telecommunication investments are financed “independently” from the government since they are all done by OPT.  As far as telecommunication procurements are concerned, OPT is theoretically allowed to borrow both locally and internationally, following approval of the ministry of finance.  

A draft new law has now been submitted to the parliament of Gabon.  This new law, once put into place, will separate posts and telecommunications operations from the existing OPT structure.  At the same time, a regulator, Agence Autonome des Réglementations, will be established.  This will be a multi-sectoral regulator responsible for telecommunications, posts, transports, and water.  Furthermore, following the enactment of the law, OPT will be privatized.  This may happen sometime in 1999.  

A tender for the license of a second cellular operator (apart from Gabtel) has been advertised.  The process of separation of posts and telecommunications from the government is being prepared by Coopers and Lybrand.  Financing for the sector restructuring is provided by the World Bank, and the government is firmly committed to the process.

Teledensity:  

· Total:  3.27 (1997 data)

· Libreville:  8.5 (1996)

· Urban areas:  4.83 (1996)

· Rest of the country:  1.22 (1996)

Digital main lines: 97.60% (1997)

Waiting list for telephone lines:   

· Total demands for 1997:  10,000 

· Average waiting time:  5.2 years

Telephone tariffs (1996):

· Connection charge – residential:  US$106, business:  US$106

· Monthly subscription – residential:  US$19, business US$18.50

· Cost of local telephone call - US$0.18/minute

Public telephones: 830 (1997)

Public telephone per 1000 inhabitants: 0.78 (1998)

Mobile cellular subscribers: 9,500 (1997)

Mobile cellular tariffs:

· Analog – data not available

· Digital – Connection:  US$127, Monthly rate:  US$35, 3 minutes local call:  US$0.70

Facsimiles: 500 (1996)

Community access centres: no internationally-funded telecentres or community access centre projects are currently operating in Gabon.  Information regarding a locally or privately-funded projects is not available. 

b)
Informatics

Lead organizations:  Office nationales de postes et télécommunication (OPT) and its subsidiary,  Société des télécommunications internationales Gabonaise (TIG), Réseaux National Gabonais de Développement Durable (Part of the Sustainable Development Networking Program of the United Nations Development Program) andInstitut Africain d’informatique – leading informatics training institution.

Currently there is no separate institution responsible for ICT development in Gabon; the president takes overall responsibility in this area.  The Conseilleur Informatique of the Commission Nationale d’Informatique at the president’s office is the RINAF (Regional Informatics Network of Africa) focal point and Central African sub-regional coordinator.  RINAF is a UNESCO-supported project.

Networking activities within the country has also taken a focus on the Réseaux National Gabonais de Développement Durable (RNDD) (Gabonese National Network on Sustainable Development).  RNDD is being established with the support of United Nations Development Program, particularly the Sustainable Development Networking Program (SDNP).  The proposal for the Gabonese SDNP network is to establish, through a national series of workshop, a national network consisting of 8 servers corresponding to the major sectoral information network:  higher education and research, education and culture, documentation, public administration, environment, commerce, trade and industry, media and NGOs, information and communications, and health and the population.  The coordinator of SDNP Gabon is M. Roger Ayimambenwe (ayimambe@inet.ga).

Computers per 100 people:  0.63 (1996)

c)
Internet Connectivity

The national telecommunication operator, Office nationale de postes et télécomunication (OPT), established an Internet service under the subsidiary Agence commerciale des réseaux et services à valeur ajoutée.  The service uses a 128Kpbs link to the United States via MCI in Libreville which has since been upgraded to 512Kpbs.

A private company, Internet Gabon, buys then resells a portion of OPT’s international Internet bandwidth to about 30 customers for access to Compuserve.  Internet Gabon also has the rights to resell Compuserve in Central and West Africa and is now looking for partnerships in these countries.  In addition, Internet Gabon is currently hosting the Regional Environmental Monitoring Program (REIMP) project office, and has won a tender for OPT’s national Internet backbone study which brought in experts from France, the United States and South Africa.

Internet Service Providers: 
OPT – http://www.inet.ga

Internet Gabon – http://www.internetgabon.com
Internet Tariffs (based on OPT rates):
· Dial-up access:
setup – 9,900F CFA, monthly fee – 4,500F CFA/month


Usage charges:   5 hours per month – 7,200F CFA


10 hours per month – 13,500F CFA


20 hours per month – 26,550F CFA



30 hours per month – 36,450F CFA


50 hours per month – 54,900F CFA


*each additional hour costs 2,250F CFA


unlimited hours – 63,000F CFA

· Leased line connection:  1,500,000F CFA/month

Note:  18% sales tax will be added to the fees; local call costs approximately 90F CFA per 45 seconds (about US$13.90 per hour).

Internet host sites:  only 2 host sites have been registered under the top level (.ga) domain.

Internet subscribers:

· Total users:  1,000 (1998)

· Subscriber per 10,000 inhabitants:  8.53

Internet bandwidth:  international – 512Kbps, local – 33.6-56Kbps (analog).

Internet use by categories:
· News and Media:  5 (Africa Number 1, Union UEW, Canal Horizons, Africa Intelligence,  Professional Association of Gabonese writers)

· Arts and Culture:    6 (CCF Saint-Exupery of Libreville, Cultures Fair, National Conservatory of Music and Dance, The Bateke Civilisation, Gabonese Musicians, Chorus  spécial P. Akendengue)

· Business and Industry:   over 30 web sites

· Personal Web Sites:  over 25 (include Gabonese living outside the country)

· Education:   2 (l'Institut Africain d'Informatique, Collège Blaise Pascal à Libreville)

· Government:  11 web sites

· Other usage:  over 30 web sites focusing on science & technology, tourism, society and religion and professional associations.

Links to Internet Sites on Gabon:

· Government: 

· Government of Gabon - http://www.marocnet.net.ma/gabon/index.html

· President’s Office - http://www.presidence-gabon.com
· Department of Finance - http://www.rbmt.com/finances.org.ga
· Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications (OPT) - http://www.opt.ga
· National Office for Employment - http://www.internetgabon.com/jobs
· Tourism Dept.  - http://www.cioa.com/gabon/promogabon/accueil.htm
· Academic:

· Blaise Pascal College of Libreville - http://www.multimania.com/charafe
· Institut Africain d’informatique - http://www.francophonie.org/iai/
· Research:

· Projet RADAR - http://sertit.u-strasbg.fr/projet/gabon/gabon.html

· Foundation Dr. Schweitzer (HealthNet Node) - http://www.schweitzer.org
· Archeology:  Okala Site - http://home.worldnet.fr/clist/Textes/okala.html
· Fondation SIDA (AIDS foundation) - http://www.internetgabon.com/sida0
· Mission Dr. Debre - http://www.internetgabon.com/debre/index.htm
· Commercial:

· Industry:

· GETMA Gabon (Transport) - http://www.utrac.com/contacts/gabon.htm

· ESTTM (Health and Security) - http://www.utrac.com/contacts/gabon.htm
· SAFT Telecom (Telecommunication equipment) –
http://www.utrac.com/contacts/gabon.htm

· SACOA (Agricultural products) - http://r-plus.com/sacoa/
· ENERDAS (Solar Energy Provider) - http://www.enerdas.com/
· Consulting:

· Galaxie Informatique (IT consulting) - http://www.galaxieintl.com
· Logiciels et les services informatique - http://r-plus.com/ls

· Compunet - http://www.compunetgabon.com
· Tourism:

· Gabon Tour - http://www.internetgabon.com/tourisme/index.htm
· Hotel Rapontchombo at Libreville – 

http://www.novotel.com/HOTELWEB/F/05/0505F.htm
· Ngounie Hôtel -  http://www.internetgabon.com/Ngouniehotel/front.htm
· Lopé Reserve - http://www.ecofac.org/Composantes/GabonLope.htm
· Associations:

· Professional Associations of Gabonese Writers – http://www.gabon-presse.org

· Gabonese Employers Confederation – http://www.africannuaire.com/riag/cpg.html
· Association Handicap sans Frontières – http://www.multimania.com/onamarc
· NGOs/Development:

· SDNP Gabon – http://www.primature.gouv.ga

· Gabonese NGO - http://members.spree.com/lifestyles/onamarc
· Cell for Biodiversity Coordination –  http://members.spree.com/sip/biogabon
d) 
ICT Training and Development

Institut Africain d’informatique (IAI) in Libreville operates école inter-états  which provides ICT training in Gabon and surrounding region.  Classes are currently being offered, leading to a degree in Bachelor of  Science as a computer system analyst or a computer engineer.  Web site: http://www.francophonie.org/iai
Centre international des civilisations bantu (CICIBA) is a central and southern African countries inter-governmental agency.  With the hope of becoming a centre of excellence, CICIBA has established a training and network operations centre in Gabon.  It has a build a database and supporting its use with training equipment where necessary to assist the focal points in member countries.

Galaxie Informatique International is a private firm which is licensed as a Microsoft certified solutions providers for the C. Africa.  According to its web site (http://www.galaxieintl.com), Over 90 Microsoft professional certification has been given in the following program:  Microsoft Certified Solutions Developers (Visual Basic programming, etc.), Microsoft Certified System Engineers (network engineers, NT specialists), Microsoft Certified Trainers, and Microsoft Certified Engineers + Internet (additional training in Front Page, CGI scripting and IIS).  

e)
Broadcasting/Media

Responsible for regulating media broadcast:  Le conseil national de la communication

Television and radio operators:  

· Public TV:  Radiodiffusion-Télévision Gabonaise (RTG).  Dirécteur-générale:  M. John Joseph Mbourou

· Private TV:  Télé-Africa, Télédiffusion du Gabon

· Public Radio:  La Voix de la Rénovation (national radio), Africa No. 1 (French and English programs), Radiodiffusion-Télévision Gabonaise.

· Private Radio:  Radio Fréquence 3, Radio Génération Nouvelle, Radio Mandarine, Radio Soleil, Radio Unité.

Radios per 100 people:  18.1 (1995).

Television per 100 inhabitants:  13.56(1996)

Cable TV subscribers:  na

Home satellite dishes/antennas:  approximately 300 (1996)

f)
NICI Projects

1. Sub-regional ICT training workshops in Gabon, Ghana, Kenya, Sénégal and Zimbabwe (UNESCO) – [http://www.bellanet.org/gkaims/project_show_record.cfm?record_identifier_001=31&CFID=4900&CFTOKEN=98601710]
2. Education and Training in Internet networking Technology for Africa (UNECA)

[http://www.bellanet.org/gkaims/project_show_record.cfm?record_identifier_001=143&CFID=4900&CFTOKEN=98601710]

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big><div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
32,000
35,000
37,253


Teledensity
2.96
3.16
3.27


Digital main lines (%)
96.00
96.00
97.60


Waiting list for main lines
3,500
9,000
10,000


Public telephones

518
830


Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.

0.47
0.78


Mobile subscribers
4,000
6,800
9,500


Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
0.37
0.61
0.83


Telecentres





Facsimiles

500



Computer(s) per 100 inhab.

0.63



ICT Human Resources





Radios per 100 inhab.
18.1




TVs per 100 inhab.
9.26
13.56



Cable TV subscribers





Home satellite dish/antennas

300



Internet host sites



0

Internet service providers (ISPs)



2

Internet subscribers



1,000

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.



8.53

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)



512

</div>
<small>Source: 
ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys. </small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.
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