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<big><big><big>Libyan Arab Jamahiriya</big></big></big>
Location: North Africa

Bordering Countries: Algeria, Chad, Egypt, Niger and Tunisia

Area: 1,759,540 <small>sq. km </small>
Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 5,995,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 3.59 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 108.7 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 17.7 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 27.6 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 19.3 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 28.4 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 7.0 

· Population density: 3 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 76.5% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 23.3 (1989, latest data)

GNP per capita in US$: 5,310 (1989, latest data)

Human Development Index value: 0.756 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 65 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: 0.732 (1997)

Gender-related Development Index rank: 68 of 174 countries

<small>Libyan Arab Jamahiriya forms part of the vast Northern African Plateau extending from the Atlantic to the Red Sea. About 90% of the population lives in and around the coastal cities, especially Tripoli and Benghazi. Libya has one of the lowest population densities in the world, but the population growth is high, averaging 3.59 in 1997. Formerly an Italian colony until 1942, and later on under British and French control, the country gained its independence in 1951.</small>
<small>Libya's economy is dominated by oil which contributes some 90% of the country's export earnings and approximately 30% of GDP. Agricultural activities are highly concentrated in the coastal area, and occupy over 13% of the total workforce. The UN sanction against Libya in 1992 following the suspected involvement of two Libyans in the Lockerbie aircraft bombing over Scotland has heavily damaged the economy leading to unemployment,  increasing import costs and inflation, and decline of GDP. Long-term economic planning became virtually impossible, and major development projects had to be abandoned. The sanctions imposed against Libya in 1992 were lifted up as a result of the hand-over of the two suspects by the Libyan government to the International Court, The Hague, in early 1999. This is expected to bring about revival to the economy which is highly dependent on the sale of oils.</small>
<small>Data on the Libyan telecommunications network is out of date due to the UN sanctions from 1992 to early 1999. Figures suggest that the telecommunication network in Libya had a capacity of 400,000 lines in 1995. In 1996, the number of connected telephone lines was approximately 380,000, resulting in a telephone density of  6.79 per hundred people.

</small>
<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a)
Telecommunications

The General Posts and Telecommunications Company (GPTC) is the national operator and regulator for all telecommunications services. As a government department, GPTC has no administrative and financial autonomy. The separation of postal and telecommunications functions has not yet been carried out. There is no known government policy for the development and liberalisation of the telecommunications sector. 

Alcatel has been awarded a $70 million contract by the General Post and Telecommunications Company of Libya to supply and install the first fibre optic submarine telecommunications system. The Libya Fibre Optic Network will span over 1,600 km in 11 separate links to the Libyan towns and cities.

GPTC became an investor in Thuraya Satellite Telecommunications Satellite [http://www.thuraya.com/Default.htm] in October 1997 when it acquired a five percent stake worth US$ 25 million. In October 1999, Thuraya and GPTC signed an agreement which will provide the Libyan national telecom with all rights to distribute and market Thuraya's services and products in that country.</small>
Teledensity: 6.79 (1996)

<small>Digital main lines: 60% (1996)</small>
<small>Waiting list for telephone lines: na</small>
<small>Telephone Tariff:</small><div align="center">
PRIVATE
<small>PSTN connection charge</small>
<small>US$ 127.00</small>

<small>PSTN rental per month</small>
<small>US$ 5.00</small>

<small>PSTN three minute local call</small>
<small>US$ 0.03</small>

<small>Source: BMI TechKnowledge Communication and Technologies Handbook 1998

</small>
<small>Public telephones: 450 (1996)</small>
<small>Public telephones per 1000 inhabitants: 0.08 (1996)</small>
<small>Mobile cellular subscribers: </small>
<small>A GSM cellular network was launched in 1997, and the network services are offered by El Madar Telephone Company (Orbit Telecom), a subsidiary of GPTC, under an unlimited licence covering the coastal zone, Zuwarah, Tripoli, and Al Uarabutti. A US$ 45 million contract for GSM network in the coastal zone was signed by Orbit telecom and Ericsson. 

<small>Mobile cellular tariff: na</small>
<small>Telecentres: na</small>
<small>Facsimiles (k): na

</small>
b)
Informatics
<small>The National Corporation for Information and Documentation [</small>http://www.nida.org.ly/<small>] is the main institution involved in networking activity in the Country. The Corporation is in the process of establishing Internet connectivity.</small>
<small>Computer per 100 inhabitants: na

</small>
c)
Internet Connectivity

<small>There is no Internet Service Provider in Libya, however the National Corporation for Information and Documentation [</small>http://www.nida.org.ly/<small>] which is the main networking institution in the country is in the process of establishing Internet Connectivity. </small>
Internet host sites: 4 (1998) 

Internet subscribers: 50 (1998)
Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 0.08

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 256

d)
ICT Training and Development
<small>The former Higher Institute of Electronics established in 1976 to train manpower in electronics, communications and data processing, has been affiliated to the University of Al-Tahadi in 1992. It has since been known as the Faculty of Electronic Engineering graduating engineers in electronics and communications.</small>
<small>The National Posts and Telecommunications Institute in Tripoli has a programme in ICTs.</small>
e)
Broadcasting/Media
<small>Radio Broadcaster: Libyan Jamahiriya Broadcasting is the state-owned radio broadcaster.</small>
<small>Television Broadcaster: Libya Television is the state-owned television broadcaster.</small>
<small>Television Broadcasting services: ORBIT - The Orbit Satellite Television and Radio Network [</small>http://www.orbit.net<small>] which is the world's first fully-digital, multi-channel, multi-lingual, direct-to-home, payTV and radio satellite service, with over 30 television and radio channels, based in Saudi Arabia. </small>
<small>Radios per 100 inhabitants: 23.10 (1995)</small>
<small>Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 14.30 (1996)</small>
<small>Pay TV decoders: na</small>
<small>Cable TV subscribers: na</small>
<small>Home satellite dishes: na

</small>
e)
ICT Partners and Projects
<small>UN Sanctions against Libya from 1992 to 1999 have restricted the development of international assistance programmes in the country.

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big>
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
<small>318,000</small>
<small>380,000</small>
 
 

Teledensity
<small>5.88</small>
<small>6.79</small>
 
 

Digital main lines (%)
 
<small>60</small>
 
 

Waiting list for main lines
 
 
 
 

Public telephones
<small>450</small>
<small>450</small>
 
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
<small>  0.08</small>
<small>0.08</small>
 
 

Mobile subscribers
 
 
 
 

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
 
 
 
 

Telecentres
 
 
 
<small>  </small>

Facsimiles
 
 
 
 

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
<small>23.10</small>
 
<small>  </small>
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
<small>12.94</small>
<small>14.30</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
 
 
<small>1</small>
<small>4</small>

Internet service providers (ISPs)
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
0<small>00

Internet subscribers
 
 
<small>  </small>
<small>50</small>

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>0.08</small>

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
<small>256</small></tbody>

<small>Source: 
ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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