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Togo
Location: West Africa 
Bordering countries: Benin, Burkina Faso and Ghana

Area: 56,785 sq. km 

Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 4,439,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 2.94 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 98.1 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 18.4 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 27.5 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 18.8 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 27.1 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 8.2 

· Population density: 72 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 53.2% (1997)
GNP in US$ billions: 1.5 (1997)
GNP per capita in US$: 340 (1997)
Human Development Index value: 0.469 (1997)
Human Development Index rank: 143 of 174 countries
Gender-related Development Index value: 0.450 (1997)
Gender-related Development Index rank: 118 of 174 countries

Togo is a small country sandwiched between Ghana and equally small Benin. Togo lost one third of its territory, the British Togoland, to Ghana in 1957. A former French trusteeship, the Republic of Togo gained its independence in 1960. The population concentrations are along the coast, including the capital city of Lome.

Togo's economy is heavily dependent on commercial and subsistence agriculture, which provides over 60% of the total work force. Cocoa, coffee and cotton generate together about 30% of export earning. In the industrial sector, phosphate mining is by far the most important activity, although it has suffered from competition and the collapse of international phosphate prices. Tourism is also source of foreign earnings. Togo serves as a regional commercial and trade centre. Political unrest in 1992-1993 has jeopardised the reform program supported by the World Bank and IMF. The 1994 devaluation of the currency by almost 50% has stabilised the situation and provided an impetus to renewed structural adjustments.

Cameroon's telecommunications network had a capacity of 26,122 lines in 1997. The number of connected telephone lines was approximately 25,132, giving a telephone density of 0.58 line per hundred people.

<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a)  Telecommunications

Togo Telecom [http://www.togotel.net.tg/] is the national public company responsible for implementing and operating telecommunications infrastructure and services in Togo. A government policy for the telecommunications sector which was published in 1996 led to the separation of postal and telecommunications services and to the formation of Togo Telecom.

The Ministère des Mines, de l'Equipement, des Transports et du Logement is responsible for the telecommunications sector. Subsequent to the 1996 telecommunications policy, a legislation/decree was enforced in 1998 to set up an independent regulatory authority "Cellule de Coordination de la Réforme des P&Ts".  The new legislation encourages competition in the telecommunications sector, and the national telecom operator, Togo Telecom, is to be privatised. Accordingly, on January 1999, Telecel has been licensed to operate a GSM network in competition with the Togo Telecom which provides cellular services.

Plans are underway to increase the number of connected lines by 20,000 and to introduce ISDN services.

Teledensity: 0.58 (1997)

Digital main lines: 100% (1998)

Waiting list for telephone lines: 7,555 (1997)

Telephone Tariff: 

PRIVATE
<tbody>PSTN connection charge
US$ 178.10

PSTN rental per month
US$ 2.80

PSTN three minute local call
US$ 0.08

320 km (200 mile) long distance call per minute
US$ 0.82

International call to USA per minute
US$ 4.33</tbody>

Source: BMI TechKnowledge Communication Technologies Handbook 1998

Public telephones: 191 (1996)

Public telephones per 1000 inhabitants: 0.05 (1996)

Mobile cellular subscribers: 2,995 (1997)

The national telecom, Togo Telecom, operates a GSM cellular network.

On January 1999, Telecel has been licensed to operate a GSM cellular network.

Mobile cellular tariff: na

Telecentres: na

Facsimiles (k): 16 (1996)

b)  Informatics
The Ministère de l'Education Nationale et de la Recherche Scientifique is responsible for national academic system and networking in Togo.

The Information System Division of the Université du Bénin [http://www.ub.tg/] in Togo has a number of ICT activities, namely distance learning, communication and ICT research. The university houses the Centre Syfed of AUPELF-UREF/REFE which provides Internet access for non-profit institutions. 

The Centre de Documentation Technique is assisted by IDRC in the development of sectoral networks - social and economic development, education, etc.

The Chamber of Commerce hosts the UNDP's SDNP project for Togo with a plan to become a hub of connectivity for the public sector.

Computer per 100 inhabitants: na

c) Internet Connectivity

<small>The Centre d'Assistance de Formation et d'Etude (Cafe) Informatique [</small>http://www.cafe.tg<small>] is the largest full Internet service provider based in Lomé, offering e-mail, Web page creation and hosting, web publishing, and dial-up and leased lines access.</small>
<small>The national telecom, Togotel [</small>http://www.togotel.net.tg/<small>], has established a 256 Kbps satellite link to Sprint, USA, and it is currently reselling leased lines to a total of 7 ISPs, namely AGN, BIB, IDS, IMET, NETCOM, LORDAF, RDD and DEFI.</small>
<small>Tariffs at Togotel (US$ 1.00 = FCFA 626.63 as of September 1999)</small>
PRIVATE
<small>Access types</small>
<small>Connection charge</small>
<small>Monthly subscription</small>

<small>Leased line - 64 Kbps</small>
<small>FCFA 550,000</small>
<small>FCFA 1,500,000</small>

<small>Leased line - 28.8 Kbps</small>
<small>FCFA 109,000</small>
<small>FCFA 600,000</small>

<small>Source: Togotel, 1999

</small>
Internet host sites: 110 (1998)

Internet subscribers: 1,200 (June 1999)

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 0.68

Internet use by categories:

· Commercial: 75% 

· Academic/Research: 5% 

· NGO/non-profit organisations: 5% 

· UN/International: 10% 

· Government: 5%: 

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 384
d)  ICT Training and Development
The Centre Africain de Formation à la Maintenance des Equipements Micro-Informatiques provides technical training in support for computer hardware. 

e)  Broadcasting/Media
Radio broadcaster: <small>Radiodiffusion Togolaise is the state-operated radio broadcaster</small>. 

Television broadcaster: <small>TVT - Television Togolaise is the state-operated national television station.</small>
Radios per 100 inhabitants: 15.2 (1995)

Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 8.11 (1996)

Pay TV decoders: na

Cable TV subscribers: na

Home satellite dishes: na

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big>
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
21,715
24,050
25,132
 

Teledensity
0.52
0.57
<small>0.58</small>
 

Digital main lines (%)
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00

Waiting list for main lines
5,400
7,555
  
 

Public telephones
112
191
 
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
0.03
0.05
 
 

Mobile subscribers
 
 
2,995
 

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
 
 
0.07
 

Telecentres
 
 
 
  

Facsimiles
 
16,000
 
  

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
  
 
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
21.5
 
  
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
1.21
1.43
  
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
  
  5
37
110

Internet service providers (ISPs)
 
  
  
10

Internet subscribers
 
 
  
1,200

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
  
  
<small>2.70</small>

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
384</tbody>

<small>Source: ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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