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Findings and Recommendations of the 10-year Review of the 
International Conference on Population and Development 

(ICPD at 10)

ECAôs Report on the 10-year review of the implementation of the recommendations of the International 
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD at 10) covers the following nine sectors:

¶ Poverty, environment and sustainable development; 
¶ Gender equality, equity and empowerment of women; 
¶ The role, rights, composition and structure of the family; 
¶ Children and youth; 
¶ Reproductive rights and reproductive health; 
¶ HIV/AIDS; 
¶ Population distribution, urbanization and migration; 
¶ Crisis situation and population consequences; and  
¶ Resource mobilization for the implementation of population policies. 

A total of 43 out of the 53 ECA member States in Africa responded to the 2003 ECA ICPD at 10 survey 
as against 41 which participated in ICPD+5. Here, we present a summary of the key ýndings and 
recommendations. The full Report can be accessed at www.uneca.org/sdd, and www.uneca.org/popia . 
For more information, please contact Ousman Laye at olaye@uneca.org

 
Population, Poverty, Environment and Sustainable Development

¶ About 25 per cent of African countries had taken action to integrate population concerns into 
their development plans before ICPD in 1994. Five years later, 78 per cent of countries had 
done so. As at ICPD at 10, 96 per cent of African countries had integrated population concerns 
into development plans. 

¶ Thirty-three States have put in place the necessary institutional arrangements to effectively 
monitor and assess the linkages between population, agriculture and environment and their 
impact on sustainable development. 

¶ Partnerships with civil society organizations have also facilitated formulation and implementation 
of national population programmes through national forums and associations. More than 35 per 
cent of member States in SSA have partnered with civil society organizations in developing 
parliamentary caucuses to advocate population issues.

¶ Ninety per cent of ECA member States have increased domestic resources for population and 
RH programmes.

¶ In spite of these positive developments, there is need for improved data quality for monitoring 
progress in implementing the programme of action of ICPD as well as the targets of MDGs and 
NEPAD.

¶ There are also technical and institutional limitations, poor coordination among government 
departments, non governmental organizations, the civil society, private sector and external 
partners. There is also inadequate political will relative to the use of available human and 
institutional capacity.

African countries need to address these constraints and, in particular, strengthen databases required 
for formulating, monitoring and evaluating population and development policies; increase productivity 
and investment in social sector services; practice good corporate and political governance; strengthen 
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intra-Africa trade and match population growth rates with available resources to alleviate the burden on 
national budgets and environmental degradation.
Gender Equality, Equity and Empowerment of Women

¶ All 43 countries which responded to ECAôs survey have taken actions to ensure gender 
equality and empowerment of women by promoting full and equal participation in the economy, 
improvement in the collection, dissemination and utilization of gender-disaggregated data in all 
sectors, ensuring equal access to education, protecting the girl child from harmful practices and 
so on.

¶ Forty-one States have ratiýed the Convention on Elimination of all Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW).

¶ All 43 responding States have taken necessary actions to prevent and control sexually 
transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS. About 95 per cent of these States have targeted men 
in an effort to prevent unwanted and high-risk pregnancies as well as gender based violence.

¶ It is, however, still difýcult to change attitudes towards gender issues due to socio-cultural 
barriers, unequal educational opportunities for women.

¶ Therefore, in order to achieve the ICPD goals on gender equality, equity and womenôs 
empowerment, ECA member States should implement policies and laws which promote gender 
equality, equity and womenôs empowerment.

¶ They should also encourage countries that have not ratiýed CEDAW to do so and implement all 
its goals.

The Family: its Role, Rights, Composition and Structure

¶ Family welfare is changing with the development of policy frameworks in an increasing number 
of African countries, particularly with the introduction of special family-sensitive policies, 
measures and programmes. 

¶ Member States have launched educational programmes in areas such as enhancing parental 
roles and skills and child development.

¶ Over 74 per cent of States expressed concern regarding population ageing. In response to this 
emerging problem, some States are providing social security or pension schemes to the elderly 
while others offer institutional care.

But there still exist many constraints, including:

¶ Vicious cycle of poverty and associated high levels of fertility.
¶ Family instability, violence and sexual exploitation.
¶ Breakdown of traditional support networks.
¶ Decrease of support to elderly due to high levels of rural-urban migration; and
¶ Decreasing social sector spending which has curtailed efforts in key areas such as education, 

food security and reproductive health services.

To respond to these constraints, African countries should:

¶ Put in place policies that place a social safety net for families affected by HIV/AIDS; 
¶ Assess the social, economic and labour implications of HIV/AIDS on families and develop 

appropriate intervention mechanisms; and
¶ Ensure that policy frameworks are accompanied by appropriate implementation mechanisms.

Children and Youth

¶ Virtually all African member States who responded to the ECA survey have adopted a mix of 
policies, strategies and measures aimed at meeting the needs of children and youth. Among the 
Key Actions already taken in these countries are:
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¶ The provision of equal educational opportunitites to children and youth;
¶ Protection of street children and orphans; and
¶ Enactment of laws against child exploitation.
¶ Compared to the situation as at ICPD+5, the ECA region has recorded a spectacular increase 

from 38 to 66 per cent in measures being put in place by member States to protect the 
reproductive rights and to meet the sexual and reproductive health and development needs of 
adolescents and youths. 

¶ Several States have also enacted laws to eliminate female genital cutting and other practices 
harmful to the RH of girls.   

¶ All 43 responding governments have stepped up STI prevention and treatment sensitization 
campaigns

But these initiatives are taking place against a backdrop of war, civil unrest, poverty and worsening 
conditions of health, education, employment and human rights. Therefore, African countries need to 
deal with these constraints, in particular,

¶ Work with partners to strengthen youth-friendly services and broad-based community initiatives 
for youth and

¶ Support children and youth advocacy groups which reinforce positive reproductive health 
policies.

Reproductive Rights and Reproductive Health

Since 1994, ECA member States have adopted policies and programmes and enacted laws favorable 
to adolescent reproductive health. They have, for instance,

¶ Established centers for counseling on family planning, reproductive health, and service delivery 
to young people. 

¶ Some member States have amended the penal code and abolished the 1920 French law on 
abortion.

¶ In many countries, there has been increased accessibility to health facilities and expansion of 
health coverage through IEC, better referral services, provision of emergency obstetric care, 
training in life saving skills, building of more health facilities in remote areas, and formulating 
safe motherhood strategies. 

¶ National immunization campaigns are continuing and breastfeeding is being promoted in many 
countries.

¶ All the responding States have integrated RH services into their PHC system at various levels.
¶ Thirty-eight States have made concerted efforts to ensure male participation in sexual and 

reproductive health.

Several challenges persist however, including:

¶ Financial and human resource limitations, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, difýculty in addressing 
culturally sensitive issues, and inadequate provision of emergency obstetric care, among 
others. 

In order to achieve the ICPD goals on reproductive health and reproductive rights, ECA member States 
would need to deal with these and other related constraints. In particular, among others, they need to: 

¶ Continue efforts towards ensuring that  the health of women and children is central in all 
development plans at the national, provincial, district, and community levels; 

¶ Ensure that all primary health care facilities are adequately staffed, equipped and prepared to 
offer quality integrated reproductive health services, including emergency obstetrics services, 










