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I.
Justification
1. The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) is convening a meeting of the CWD Bureau to follow-up some of the recommendations that emanated from the meeting of the Committee on Women and Development (CWD) held in Johannesburg in October 2002. 

2. Operationally, ECA through the African Center for Gender and Development (ACGD) is responsible for selecting NGOs and resource persons that meet the membership criteria of CWD. During the meeting of the Committee on Women and Development (CWD) in Johannesburg in October 2002, the Committee considered and adopted comprehensive modalities for the identification of NGOs and resource persons that will serve in CWD.  ECA has used these modalities to renew the current list of NGOs and resource persons that serve in the Committee for the period 2003-2004 and will submit it to the Bureau for consideration and approval.

3. In addition, a concise presentation on the African Gender and Development Index (AGDI) was also prepared by ECA and presented to the CWD meeting in Johannesburg. The presentation informed the Committee that the African Women’s Report (AWR), one of ECA’s four flagship publications and the only publication dedicated to gender issues at the continental level, will for the first time introduced an African Gender and Development Index (AGDI). The Index will measure the progress in addressing the gender inequalities that exist within specific themes as per the Dakar and Beijing Platforms of Action and therefore allow for a more objective way to measure the achievements and limitations of the progress. During its meeting in October 2002, the Committee agreed that its Bureau would closely monitor the development of the AGDI and would be charged with reporting progress to the African member States. ECA is thus required to provide the CWD Bureau with a clear and objective perspective of progress on the ground in developing and field-testing the Index. 

4. The Global Review - Beijing +10 - coordinated by the UN Division for the Advancement of Women (UNDAW) will be held in 2005. All regional commissions and other intergovernmental regional organizations are required to carry out activities in support of the preparatory process, inter alia, through holding meetings to ensure a regional perspective on implementation and on further actions and initiatives, and to make their reports available. Accordingly, ECA is expected, within the scope of its mandate as assigned by the UN General Assembly and under the auspices of CWD, to contribute to the assessment of the implementation of the Dakar and Beijing Platforms for Action in Africa. 

5. These activities will draw on the Framework for the Evaluation of the implementation of the African and Beijing Platforms for Action, the African Plan of Action and the recommendations of the United Nations General Assembly special session to review Beijing +5 presented by ECA during the CWD meeting in October 2002. It was agreed that the overall Africa Decade Review process will be implemented in 3-phases: 

a. The evaluation at national level is being carried out in 2002/2003. Each country will conduct an evaluation exercise and produce a national Decade Review report which will be discussed and endorsed by a multi-sectoral national committee. 
b. Thereafter, sub-regional evaluation meetings will be organized in each of the 5 sub-regions to review and endorse the synthesized national evaluation reports into sub-regional Evaluation Reports. The review will seek a consensus as to what the gender–related priority areas of concern in the sub-regions are for the next 10 years.

c. The outcome of the sub-regional evaluation meetings will be sent to ECA for synthesis into a Regional Evaluation Report. The Report will be a key input into the Decade Review of the implementation of the Dakar and Beijing Platforms for Action and the formulation of the next policy framework document to guide gender-related work in the continent.  A High Level inter-governmental Consultative meeting designed to enable Africa assess progress made and make decisions on the advancement of women will be held under the auspices of ECA in November 2004, in collaboration with its partners. 
6. The preparatory process for the Decade Review will enlist the support and collaboration of the African Union, African Development Bank (ADB) and UN agencies.
II.
Objectives of the CWD Bureau Meeting
7. The main objective of the meeting will be to discuss the preparatory process of the Decade Review of Dakar and Beijing Platforms for Action on the African Continent.

8. Other specific objectives include 

a. A review of the proposed list of NGOs and resource persons to be members of CWD for the period 2003-2004;

b. Approval of the final list of CWD members for the period 2003-2004);and 

c. Consideration of the report on progress in developing and field-testing the African Gender and Development Index (AGDI).

III.
Participants

9. It is envisaged that the meeting will bring together the following participants: 

· Ministers responsible for gender and women’s affairs who have been elected as members of the Bureau of CWD namely: Egypt, Burundi, Ghana, Lesotho, and Gabon;

· Additional members of the Bureau namely the Minister responsible for gender and women’s a affairs who chaired the Sixth African Regional Conference on Women and Development (Democratic Republic of Congo) and the Minister responsible for gender and women’s affairs whose country chaired the Summit of the African Union (Mozambique);

· Observors from the African Union (AU) and the African Development Bank (ADB);

· Members of the United Nations Africa Inter-Agency Gender Working Group (AIAGWGE).

10. About 35 participants are expected at the Meeting.

VI.
Date and Venue
11. The meeting of the CWD Bureau will take place from 16 - 17 September 2003 at the United Nations Conference Centre in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

VI.
Provisional Agenda 

· Opening of the Meeting

· Presentation and Adoption of Agenda and Programme of Work

· Review of the proposed list of NGOs and resource persons to be members of CWD (2003-2004)

· Approval of the final list of CWD members (2003-2004)

· Presentation of the progress report of the African Gender and Development Index (AGDI).

· Presentation of the preparatory process of the Africa Decade Review of Dakar and Beijing Platforms of Action.

· Presentation of UN Agencies contribution to the Africa Decade Review process.

· Any Other Business 

· Adoption of the Report

· Closing of the Meeting

VII.    
Expected Outcomes
12. The meeting of the CWD Bureau will result in:

a. Approval of the proposed list of NGOs and resource persons to be members of CWD (2003-2004).

b. Endorsement of the final list of CWD members (2003-2004).

c. Approval of the on-going progress in developing and field-testing the African Gender and Development Index (AGDI).

d. A roadmap of discreet activities for 2003-2004 to prepare for the Africa Decade Review of the implementation of the Dakar and Beijing Platforms for Action is endorsed.
e. A synthesis report of the meeting summarizing the recommendations and way forward.
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