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Regional Integration Under Scrutiny at the
African Union Symposium

By Jeggan Grey-Johnson

In his opening comments to participants
attending Sunday’ s opening session of the
African Union Symposium, Amara Essy,
Secretary Genera of the Organization of
African Unity, urged delegates to learn
from past lessons as they begin to dis-
cuss new ways to build Africa's common
future. “It behooves us al to draw les-
sons of the past to build an African Union
that is strong and effective,” he said.

The daylong symposium, which was
attended by more than 400 people, was
convened to givethe OAU an opportunity
to detail the status, process and objectives
of the establishment of theAfrican Union,

Secretary General Essy’s words of
warning could not have been better un-
derstood. As delegates and presenters
alike stepped to the microphone to share
their concerns about the African Union’'s
capabilities, aswell aschalengesin their
ambition to not only talk integration, but
asoimplementationin aslittletimeasless
than a year from now.

Charles C. Soludo, an economist raised
some tough questions concerning practi-
cality. His concernswere described in the
form of bridging the gaps. “We have alot
of bridgesto build to get to the other side
of this continent,” he said.

Former OAU Secretary General Salim Ahmed Salim and ECA Executive Secretary, K.Y. Amoako

to obtain input from arange of stakehold-
ers, and to consolidate consensus on the
road ahead.

The symposium was scheduled to take
advantage of the opportunity to discussthe
recently proposed African Union with the
broad spectrum of stakeholders who have
gathered in Addis to attend Third African
Development Forum (ADF I11) which of-
ficidly openstoday under thetheme, “De-
fining Prioritiesfor Regional Integration.”

The symposium offered a view of the
divergent viewsontheAfrican Union (AU)
and theissuesinvolved with regional inte-
gration, the various concerns and opinions
were the recurring theme through out the
daylong discussion by delegates from
around the African continent.

There were questions about the Afri-
can Union'sability to function asan entity
that can consolidate and bring into being
the much- trumpeted need to “integrate’
was high on the agenda of both presenters
and delegates.

The discussions highlighted the vari-
ous views that exist when discussing this
issue of regional and continent-wideinte-
gration; views that are as diverse as var-
ied as the cultures that bind the continent
together.

Ambassador Sam | bok, director of Po-
litical Affairs for the OAU expressed the
sentiment that the concept of integration
needs to be looked at carefully. If thisis
done, he said, then perhaps the AU will
“emerge as the strongest effort toward
integration.”

Still others question the political will
of African leaders. Asked a delegate,
“When will African leaders be prepared
to work with the people, instead of the
other way round?’

The fear of establishing a Union of
States of Africa just to be “in with the
times’ is at least, for the moment, being
evaluated based on its probability rather
than its possible outcomes.
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OAU Secretary-General Amara Essy

However, Mr. K.Y Amoako, Execu-
tive Secretary of the ECA, believes that
there is a momentum toward integration.
But stopped short of basking in his confi-
dence by pin pointing past
attempts by African leaders to integrate
Africa

“ Thisis at least the fourth time that
African leaders have set out very ambi-
tious agendas for integration, and each
time, the results have falen far short of
the expectations,” he said. “If this time,
regiona integration is to succeed to the
point that we become a true community

of nations and economies, we had better
be sure, that the designs truly meet the
needs of customers.”

The customers are waiting and won-
dering when, if ever, the idea of integra-
tion asperceived by theAU will comeinto
being. After al, it wasforty years ago that
a generation of African leaders felt that
they had achieved the dream of ‘ One Af-
ricaOne Peopl€ - right herein the Capital
city of Ethiopia. But it was to take four
decades before the debate wasto betabled
again in the same place, on the same is-
sues, but by a different generation.

Transport iskey to

Integration
By Norbert Ouendji

Experts from about 40 African coun-
tries met 2-3 March at UNCC, Addis
Ababa, to discuss the state of trans-
port and communications in Africa.

The meeting, which focused on
road and airport security, and on cur-
rent postal service issues, was prepa-
ratory to the Twelfth Conference of
African Ministers of Transport and
Communications, to take place on 6
March, parallel to ADF 111, which be-
gins on Monday.

At the opening session, Ms. LallaBen
Barka, Deputy Executive Secretary of
ECA, pointed out that one of the most
important goalsof the meeting waseval u-
ation of the Second United Nations De-
cade for Transport, covering the period
1991-2000 (UNTACDA I1).

Although she acknowledged that
agreat deal remainsto be done, Ms
Ben Barka expressed appreciation
for the efforts already made by vari-
ous countries and for the Regional
Plan for transforming transport in
Africa. During the deliberations,
most of the participants said they
were getting impatient with waiting
for the changes announced in offi-
cial declarations but which were
never implemented.

Last Saturday, Mr. Hamadou
Hachim Koumare, Transport Team
Leader at ECA, stressed that, “We
are convinced, as are a good num-
ber of other Africans, that infra-
structure is one of the key elements
of integration. We have not given
up hope that solutionswill be found
to the problems that still exist”.
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TheAfrican Union: Isit
mor ethan Utopian
Pan-Africanist Hot Air?

On Sunday, more than 400 delegates
from different disciplines attended the
African Union (AU) Symposium to
sharedifferent perspectives on how the
dream of the continent’s founding fa-
thers could become areality.

Symbolically, the Symposium was
held in Africa Hall, the very place
where, nearly 40 years ago, leaders
met to sign into being the Organiza-
tion of African Unity, whose demise
isimminent astheAfrican Union’sstar
is set to rise.

At the core of yesterday’s discus-
sion were issues of peace, security,
humanitarianism and human rights,
economic integration, and the insti-
tutions, capacities, requirements and
rel ationships of the African Commis-
sion, which will be the secretariat of
the AU.

Many questions hang over the es-
tablishment of the AU. Isit realistic
orisitsimply apolitical construct de-
signed to further the ends of certain
would-be leaders? Whatever hap-
pened to the Abuja Treaty processand
the African Economic Community?
Why does Africa want to rush head-
long into aUnion when the conditions,
policiesand institutional frameworks
in the continent’s countries and sub-
regionssimply do not exist? How can
Africa’s people own the AU when in
reality itisaclosed processdriven by
Heads of State, with little room for
participation by different stakeholder
groups? Is the discussion on the pro-
posed African parliament, African
Central Bank, and other organs of the
AU backed up by credible thinking
and planning, or isit simply utopian
Pan-Africanist hot air?

These issues, among others, will
dominate the debate during the Third
African Development Forum (ADFIIT)
which beginsin earnest today.

Itisunredlistic to expect ADFIII to
come up with answers to all of the
guestionsraised above. Still, the Forum
will certainly raise difficult questions
that the African leaders who gave life
to the AU may be willing to answer at
their summit in Pretoriain June.

Just as Rome was not built in a
day, neither will the AU. The impor-
tant thing is by the end of this week,
asubstantive process will have taken
place and adetailed consensusarrived
at after open debate among different
stakeholders.

The outcomes of ADF Il will be
difficult toignore.

Symposium

By Bénédite Walter

TheAfrican Union Symposium which

took place on Sunday as a prelude to

the Third African Development Forum

(ADF I11I) provided an opportunity to

clarify the status, process and objec-

tives of the establishment of the Afri-
canUnion (AU).

The symposium, which was hosted
by the Economic Commission for Af-
rica (ECA) and facilitated by the Inter
Africa Group (IAG), offered the fol-
lowing key points:

» Vision: TheAfrican Union (AU) is
a political, economic and social
project. These elements can not be
separated. Africa sintegration must
proceed at the level of economic
integration and political unification.

» Values. The African Union (AU)
should be based on a set of core
valuesincluding constitutional rule
in African states, good governance,
peace, democracy and respect of
human rights.

» Process. The process itself should
involve democratic participation
and stakeholder involvement nota-
bly through formalising thecivil so-

Key issues from the African Union

ciety organisations (CSOs) linkages
with the African Union (AU) struc-
tures (Observer Status, accesstoAU
summits); Enabling theinvolvement
of stakeholders through the Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Council
to be created; Developing links with
the New Partnership for Africa’s De-
velopment (NEPAD); Enhancing part-
nerships with the private sector and
the regional and sub-regional
organisations.

* |ngitutions: The African Parliament,
which isto be based upon direct eec-
tions, should be established as soon as
possible. The African Court of Justice
will beacoreingtitution for the promo-
tion of human rights and will be the
Supreme Court of Africa. The Eco-
nomic, Socid and Culturd Council is
to serve as a consultation mechanism
for liaison with stakeholders.

» Financing: The African Union (AU)
should investigate new mechanisms
for financing to avoid complete depen-
dence on the dues of Member States.

« Pitfalls: The African Union (AU)
needs to clarify the role of the Re-
gional Economic Communities
(RECS) and the New Partnership for

Africa’'s Development (NEPAD)
with respect to the AU.

» Gender: TheAfrican Union (AU)
ingtitutions should meet the Beijing
commitment of a minimum 30%
representation of women.

* Youth people: The African Union
(AU) should create a consultative
Youth Council, bringing together
nationa youth councilsto ensurethe
participation of young peopleinthe
process of the AU.

» Peace and security: The African
Union (AU) will seek harmonisation
and coordinationwith the Conference
on Security, Stability, Devel opment
and Cooperation in Africa
(CSSDCA), theNew Partnership for
Africa'sDevelopment (NEPAD) and
the Regiond Economic Communities
(RECs).

e Human rights: TheAfrican Union
(AU) constitutiveAct should incor-
porateall human rightsinstruments
adopted by the OAU and ratified by
African states.

» Citizenship: The African Union
(AU) will movetowardsacommon
African citizenship.

Enjoying the Sghtsand Sounds of AddisAbaba

By Maria Thundu

Spending a day or two, a weekend or
perhaps a whole week?

If time permits, take advantage of
your visit to enjoy the sights and sounds
of the city. Emerging from the confines
of the meeting conference rooms, you
will note there's a great deal of activity
going on around you —from the streets
teeming with people from all walks of
life enjoying the weather, watching the
cars go by and going about their daily
routines.

Whether your interests run the
gamut from adventurous and involved
or whether you prefer doing the simpler
thingsin life you will find something to
entertain you in Addis.

This culturaly diverse and unique
city offers more than a person can fit in
asingle day, and with a bit of time and
bit more energy, it’s certainly worth the
effort to see as much as you can.

Days can be filled with trips to his-
torical sites such as Selassie, Trinity
Cathedral, which is one of the city’s
main landmarks. It boastsalarge dome,
making it even more striking in appear-
ance. The National Museum isdso a
must-see. It houses historical artifacts
including “Lucy”, the skeleton of a girl
who lived 3.2 million years ago and was
found in Ethiopia, and is now consid-
ered a national treasure.

There are more cafes, luxury shops,
and grocery stops on every corner and
curve of the city than one can imagine.
And that’s not all.

Food isabig part of Addislife, asit
contains various restaurants and eater-
ies. EatinginAddiscan literally belikea
trip around the world through cuisine.

There's Chinese at the China Bar and
Shanghai restaurants, French at Les
Arcades, Le Petit Paris and Lauberge,
Italian at places such as Le Jardin and
Don Vito and American at Blue Topsand
Burger Queen — just to name afew.

Authentic Ethiopian food, however,
is a delicacy worth trying no matter
what. Theflavors of the sauces, al dif-
ferent in taste and texture are great com-
plimentsto“injera.”

If shopping is a great pastime, then
time will be well spent at The Merkato,
an extremely vibrant and lively open-air
market. It isthe one place in which get-
ting lost would not exactly be disastrous
as there is so much to see and do. All
kinds of items can be found here, ranging
from food items to clothing, shoes and
house wares. It's like a giant shopping
dream and must be experienced by all.

Souvenir and gift shop owners are
aways welcoming to a customer who
knows how to bargain. So take your
walking stick and enjoy a trip to some
of the best jewelry and trinkets that the
town hasto offer, especialy thosefound
along the famous Churchill Road.

AddisAbaba s best viewed and ex-
perienced by foot and by taking local
transportation, which is in abundance,
although caution must be taken. Too
much of a good thing is only too good
around here and the sheer enjoyment of
the surroundings can transport a single
person to a whole new world.

Travel around the city must betaken
with somekind of advisory. Althoughit
is exciting and enjoyable to traverse a
new environment, it is always wise to
bring along someone who knows his or
her way around town.

The month of March holds many,
many events and fun-filled activities to
satisfy even the hardest to please person.
There are numerous art museums and of
course, everybody loves a good party.

Here are some events taking place
this month:

e The&. Patrick’s Day Charity Ball
will beheldinthe LalibellaBallroom
at the Sheraton Addis on 9 March
7:00 p.m. Tickets are 350 EB a per-
son and all proceeds go to the Medi-
cal Missionaries of Mary Center (a
local NGO that assists people with
HIV/AIDS).

» Two nights of reggae entertainment
await you on 9-10 March at 7p.m.
and 4p.m. respectively. Dance the
nights away at Island Spice Restau-
rant in Bole. Food and drinks avail-
able, abar included. Live bands on
stage and DJs. Ticketsare 20 EB for
adults and 10 for kids.
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