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Addressing Infrastructure Key to Realizing
Regional Integration e s sse

Africa spoor infrastructureisimpeding
its ability to compete in the global mar-
ket, said one of the speakers at
Wednesday’s plenary session that fo-
cused on the theme, “Effective Infra-
structure Policies to Foster Integrated
Economic Development.” The speaker,
Kenneth Button of George Mason Uni-
versity, USA, said the causesfor thissitu-
ation are many.

“The problemsare certainly not sim-
ply alack of investment per se, but also
often reflect inadequate levels of main-
tenance of that which is provided and
the use that is permitted of it,” he said,
noting that “within this general frame-
work there are wide variations among
countries and regions within them and
between rural and urban areas.”

Infrastructure, he explained, iscom-
monly discussed in terms of its charac-
terigtics: longevity, scaleinflexibility and
higher investment costs. Button said the
crucial issue of infrastructure policiesin
the transport sector is that of removing
cross-border barriers to trade.

“The effort to remove cross-bor-
der barriers has led to the isolation of
threekey ingredients. There should be
adequate inter-operability, inter-con-
nectivity, and inter-modality. Theseare
interrel ated, multi-dimensional concepts
that embody institutional as well as
technical considerations”. He asked
that the focus on infrastructure policy
be tempered by these considerations
including how they fit with other trans-
portation policies.

Another presenter, G Giorgis, Direc-
tor, Country Department of Southern
Africa, African Development Bank,
spoke of the conseguences of lagging
infrastructure development aslow com-
petitiveness, weak market development
and market integration, slow economic
growth and increased poverty and in-

equality.

Giorgis talked about energy re-
sourcesin Africa, their distribution, the
wide disparities and constraints to the
development of the energy sector and
potential regiona energy initiatives. He
also spoke about the state of water re-
sourcesin Africaand gave an overview
of theinformation and communications
technology sector.

He observed that for regiona inte-
gration initiatives in the Information

Communication Technology (ICT) sec-
tor, connectivity and interconnectivity
are the main impediments to the diffu-
sion of ICTs on the continent. He
claimed that rapid development of the
sector would enable Africato catch up
withtherest of theworld, increasetrade
through e-commerce, improvetraining
through e-education and improve secu-
rity and disaster management.

Alhgji B. Mohammed Tukur, a

leading African entrepreneur, empha-
sized that without adequate infra-
structure to facilitate the easy move-
ment of people, goods and services,
the private sector would not be able
to take advantage of the vast invest-
ment opportunities in the respective
sub-regions.

Another programme participant,
Maryvonne Plessis-Fraissard, Trans-
port Sector Manager for Africa at the

World Bank, underscored the impor-
tance of partnership consultations and
confirmed that the World Bank will
devote attention to Africa sintegration.
Already, she said, the World Bank has
started to coordinate with the African
Development Bank and other partners
about integration.

The session was chaired by Abdel
Aouad, Minister of Planning and Eco-
nomic Projections, Morocco.

New Ventures Offer Modelsfor
Regional Integration e, senaow

Infrastructure development in Africa,
though still lagging behind that of
many other regions, continuesto play
an important role in the life of the
peopl e of the continent.

In recent years, improvements in
various sectorsin many countries have
begun opening new avenues for de-
velopment that will benefit the soci-
ety. Indeed, the success of some of
these ventures may well serve as a
model for other African countries in
the future.

Nigeria is a case in point, noted
Alhaji Bamanga Tukur of African
Business Round Table. Nigeriaintro-
duced the GSM system for mobile
communications about five months
ago, he said, and since that time there
have been about 40 new companies,
vendors and service centres estab-
lished, creating jobs for more than
1,000 people. Furthermore, with the
improved telephone technol ogy, more
than 150,000 people immediately
gained access to phones.

Another case in point is Ghana.
Increase in mobile phone connectiv-
ity and more access to landlines have
improved the business environment in
the country, making it one of the most
attractive areas for foreign investors
in the continent today. The potential
of this continent is enormous.

There are also examples of new
efforts towards regional integration,
whichisthe theme of ADF I11. These
include notably, the launch of
COMTEL by COMESA and
INTELCOM by ECOWAS.

The ECOWAS Community Project,

Alhaji Bamanga Tukur, African Business Round Table

anetwork that isintended to offer ex-
tensive road networks along the
coastal belt of the subregion, has fa-
cilitated the movement of goods and
services. According to Yao Adzigbey
of the Secretariat, the only portions
that are not yet devel oped arethelinks
between Guinea Conakry and Guinea
Bissau, Liberiaand Sierra Leone and
asothelink between Sierra L eone and
Cote D’lvaire.

Urban transport provides both direct
andindirect employment for alargenum-
ber of people, inthe public transport ser-
vicesand in theinformal sector.

According to figures by the Sub-
Saharan Africa Transport Program
(SSATP), in Abidjan, informal urban
transport directly provided some
22,000 jobsin 1999 (drivers, conduc-
tors, mechanics and owners) and gen-
erated aturnover of CFA 60 billion.

In Dakar and Cotonou, SSATP es-
timates that more than 30,000 and
42,000 peoplerespectively derivetheir
livelihood from related services of the
transport sector.

Despite theseimprovements, infra-
structure development in Africain gen-
eral isinadequate and is of poor qual-
ity when compared to Europe and
North America. There are several rea-
sons given for this. According to
Adzigbey, the main problems hamper-
ing progress are poor maintenance, il-
legal roadblocks, outright road piracy
and restrictive customs and immigra-
tion practices that hinder the free
movement of goods and people.

Because of such impediments,
Adzigbey believesthe progressissiow,
as some lending agencies are reluc-
tant to put up the much-needed funds
for investment in the sector.

-

Photo: UNECA/Antonio Fiorente



Third African Development Forum

ADF News

INTERVIEW with Hon. Paulette Missambo

“Transport Isthedriving force
for regional integration” - voaca

Honourable Paulette Missambo is Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation, Republic of
Gabon. Mme Missambo is participating in the meeting of Transport Ministers. She believes
that regional integration in Africa is essential for combating poverty and that in this fight,
transport constitutes the primary element. Transportation Ministers from across the conti-
nent met in a daylong session Wednesday to share their views on transport and integra-

tion.

ADF Info: Madame, what in your
view is the place of transport in the
African regional integration that is
underway?

Mme: One cannot integrate without
transport. It isabsolutely essential. This
morning ‘s reports established that
transport is also key to combating pov-
erty, by allowing peopleto travel around
to sell their goodsand really combat this
scourge.

Thus, in the framework of African
Union, | think that governments must
work towards attai ning an inter-modal
transport system that makes all the
connections. | am speaking of trans-
port generally, that is, land, maritime,
rail and air transport. Telecommunica-
tionsisalso apart of this sector. | be-
lieve that the new information tech-
nologies should ease connections be-
tween countries.

FDA Info: In most African coun-
tries, there are roads, but mainte-
nance is not kept up. What will the
Ministers of Transport propose as
a solution to this problem?

Mme: The participants in this
morning’'smeeting said that it would be
better first to maintain existing networks
than to expand them asthey have dras-
tically deteriorated. Maintenance is at
the heart of the problem. Generally here
in Africa, it isforgotten that thisis es-
sential. The Ministerswill work relent-
lessly on the issues during this Forum,
in order to come up with useful recom-
mendations. We have to wait and com-
pile all the actual experiencesand con-
gtraintsontheground before making any
pronouncements on the situation.

FDA Info: In Central Africa, from
where you come, are there groups
supporting regional integration?

Mme: Absolutely. If we take only the
cases of Cameroon and Gabon, we have
completed the part of the Trans-Afri-
can Highway linking thetwo countries.
Another section under constructionwill
link Gabon to Congo Brazzaville. With
African Union, suchworkswill certainly
be enhanced.

FDA Info: Harassment from the police
and from cusomsofficialsisfrequently
cited on African highways. How can the
continent deal with this scourge to
have successful integration?

Mme: Thisistrue. We havereceived a
report telling us about the situation in
West Africa- asituation likethat in Cen-
tral Africa where tariff barriers and

multipletaxes arereported. Collabora-
tion between the communitiesto reduce
such taxes is what is recommended. |
myself urged the establishment of a
« single-window » system for reducing
user fees on the roads.

FDA Info: And how will this single
window function?

Mme: It works very simply. It applies
for example to sale goods and other
merchandise transported between
countries, that should be registered
before their departure. The vehicles
arelocked and cannot be unlocked until
their arrival. The same system can

apply to containers. More-
over, thisisoneway of fight-
ing against customs fraud.

Thisisaso one way of f|ght- Hon. Paulette Missambo, Minister of Transport and Civil
ing against the customs fraud Aviation, Republic of Gabon

that plagues our roads.

FDA Info: At thistimeof talking about
integration, theonly Pan-African com-
panyinair transport hasgoneintovol-
untary liquidation. Can we expect the
birth of another instrument of thistype
in air or rail trangport with establish-
ment of the Union?

Mme: This is very necessary. Africa
needs transport integration instruments.

Nevertheless, with large-scale
liberdisationinall sectors, transportisno
exception. Consequently, the continent
should think about creation of such inte-
gration toolswith private investors. For
the moment, we know that small enter-
prises cannot compete in thisareain an
isolated fashion. Theided for themisto
regroup and thereby develop transport on
the continent.

Economic PoliciesK ey toAccelerating
Regional Integration IN Africa ., s ore-jommn

Momodou Diop, Specia Advisor to the
BCEAO said onWednesday that the adop-
tion of the CFA currency in francophone
West African countries could be an ex-
ampleof how asinglemonetary union can
succeed, based on stability, capacity in
implementing trade policies, and private
sector growth within the zone.

However, Diop, who was one of the
main speakers a an afternoon ADF 111
plenary entitled, “Economic Policies for
Accelerating Regional Integration,” cau-
tioned that Africa sapproach to economic
policiesshould amtoimprove socio-eco-
nomic structures and collaboration be-
tween the private and public sector. Other
prerequisites include improved training,
increased capacity building, and new part-
nershipswith other nations.

The positive outcomes of subregiona
integration were also underscored by Dr.
Delphin Rwegasira, who implored the
nearly 200 people attending the plenary
sessonto”look at Africa sbalancesheet.”

“Where are we?' he asked? And in
answering his question, he stated his be-
lief that Africans need to have the paliti-
cal will to addressthe challenges of their
national economiesfirg, vis-a-visservices
suchaselectricity and trangport, thenmove
to the next level. “We must co-ordinate
by analysing our approach serioudly, be-
cause this is part and parcel of the inte-
gration process,” he said.

Gambian Secretary of State Ann
Ndong-Jattaoffered theopinionthat, “the
challenges are many, but these are chal-
lenges that we need to put into perspec-
tive by ourselves,” she said. She noted
theimpact on the continent of variousex-

ternal international policies. She added
that though there was need for dialogue
and prioritization of issues, thisshould be
doneby Africans, notinasituation where
“the G-8isdoing the checklist.”

The newly appointed Minister of In-
tegrationfromNigeria, agreed, noting that
NEPAD, which most Africans do not
know about, was not a Bretton Woods
initiative, but rather aplan envisaged and
articulated by African leaders, in their
vision of economic partnershipwitheach
other and the rest of the world.

“| agree with some of you that more
sensitization needsto be done, but work
has already started for the promation
of the idea,” he said. The work al-

though only initsformative stage, sends
a message from Nigeria to the rest of
theAfrican States, of total commitment
toregional integration.

Plenary Chairperson, Linah K.
Mohohlo, whoisGovernor of the Central
Bank of Botswana, noted that what Ni-
geriahas donein creating aspecial inte-
gration minigterial post wasexemplary.

“I congratulate Nigeriafor the step it
has taken in recognizing the importance
of regiond integration for Africa by the
merefact that it has established a portfo-
lio for this very important cause we dl
espouse,” she said. She urged other Af-
rican Statesto follow suit.

Vs

* Ambassador Isaac Aluko-Olokun
Head
Nigerian NEPAD Team

« HE Minister J.J. Sonke,

Republic of Malawi

and important to Africans.

\-

LIVE BROADCAST

The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), in collaboration with Africa Journal, will
host a live broadcast from the studios of Ethiopian Television on Thursday 7 March
from 9pm till 10pm. The host, Maimouna Mills, will be joined live by:

e Mr. Olara Otunnu, UN Under Secretary-General and
Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict

Minister of Transport & Public Works

The programme will also include interviews with prominent personalities including
OAU Secretary-General, Amara Essy, and ECA Executive Secretary, K.Y. Amoako.

AFRICA JOURNAL is WORLDNET's weekly one-hour “call in” television program.
Broadcast live from Washington to stations in 27 sub-Saharan African countries, the
show focuses on political, social, health, gender and cultural issues that are unique

Those in Addis Ababa can view the programme on SABC Africa, Channel 7.
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A EDITORIAL

No Peace, NO
Security, No Future

The issue of peace took centre stage at
Wednesday’s ADF 111 meeting.

In the plenary session on “ Peace and Se-
curity Architecture” presenters and discus-
sants spoke with a great deal of passion and
concern about the continued instability in
many partsof the continent - instability stem-
ming directly from theresult of on-going con-
flicts.

The figures tell only part of the story of
the devastation wreaked by these conflicts.
Standing ontheir own, they arequitechilling:
In the past 30 years, there have been nearly
30 cases of civil strifein sub-Saharan Africa
aone, cogting billionsof dollarsin damageand
resulting in wrecked economies, heavy loss
of lifeand infrastructure and enormous dam-
ageto the environment.

The socia costs have been even higher
intermsof thedamagedoneinvarioussocia
sectorssuch ashedlth, education and employ-
ment. The costs soar even higher if we con-
sider that fundswhich should have been spent
onfurthering development areingtead diverted
to fund military efforts.

The human cost of these conflictsis hard
to even attempt to calculate — much less con-
template. You ve heard the number of deaths,
most of them civilians. Millions havebeen | eft
maimed, orphaned, widowed, displaced, and
traumatized.

The African Diaspora has been forcibly
expanded as millions have been left home-
less or have been forced into exile. Africa
accountsfor thelargest number of theworld's
refugees. Add to this picture the ravages of
diseasessuchas HIV/AIDSand malariaand
the portrait is of an Africa“in conflict,” “at
war,” or smply, “not working.”

But there' sanother sdeto picture. Whileit
istruethat oneconflictisonetoomany, somuch
of Africais working and does work —some-
timesbecause of - sometimes despite- theeco-
nomic, political and socid conditionsthat exigt.
All too often many people, especidly Africans
themselves, are unaware of the positive
achievementstaking place on the continent.

It is clear that that we cannot focus on
the positiveto theexclusion of the® negative.”
Nor isit to say that the human, social and
economic problems on the continent are not
real and do not need addressing. They are
and they do.

But what isalso needed isasharing and
dissemination of success stories and best
practices among Africans, about the in-
stances and the places where people and
governmentsare making life better for their
society.

Perhapsinthisspirit of “integration” there
will be mechanisms established for sharing
of these stories and experiences. Many Afri-
cans are familiar with African history, but if
regional integration andindeed, African unity
isto become aredlity, it is necessary for Af-
ricans to know for themselves the full story
of their past and present, in order to find and
buildthecommonlinksthat exist, for afuture
that is peaceful and secure.

The Private Sector on the Podium

at ADF 111

By Jérémie Sindayirwayna

Africa must create employment and
wealth, but our governments have al-
ready shown their limitations in this
area.

Since the opening of ADF I11, ev-
eryone has agreed that the private
sector isthe engine of growth for em-
ployment and wealth creation. The 64
participants at the workshop on re-
gional investment came to Addis to
advocatefor morefuel for thisengine,
more engine oil, that is, more entre-
preneurship financing in Africa, be-
cause such « oil » is needed for sus-
tainable development of the business
sector.

Among some of the opinions ex-
pressed:

Our private sector is made up of
many small- and medium-size enter-
prises (SMEs), with little capital. The
current challengeisto work with this
critical mass of entrepreneurs, busi-
nesswomen, artisans and trained
youth. Our governments need tax
revenue but too much taxation killsthe
source of this revenue. »

It was noted that in Africa, we do
have dynamic economies, found in
South Africa, Mauritius and Tunisia,
for example. Unfortunately, they suf-
fer from the number of border barri-
ersto trade, at atime when our con-
sumers havelow purchasing power to
try to get goods from other continents.

The 53 member States of the
OAU/AU, with 800,000,000 inhabit-

ants, have a GDP equal to that of
Spainaone. Yet, thelatter did not hesi-
tate to join the European Union. The
private sector wasinflexiblein thisre-
gard, despite the complaints from of -
ficialsabout loss of sovereignty.

Poverty inAfricaisnot auniquecase
intheworld at the sametimeit isdiffer-
ent. When Europewasin crisis, it ben-
efited from the Marshall Plan. Europe
negotiated the financing collectively, in
blac, to escapethe crisis.

We, however, are negotiating in
fragmentation, ad hoc, without inter-
est in promoting regional integration.
According to the representative from
Mauritius, integrationisnotanendin
itself but is a strategy for organizing
to take advantage of business oppor-
tunities and to achieve economic
growth.

NEPAD outlines well the frame-
work for mobilizing external resources.

However, Africa needs to design
its own model of development. A
report from abanker from Morocco
summarizes the problem well. Af-
ricans do not have confidence in
their continent but expect othersto
do so.

Above all, investors want the
opportunity to make a profit. This
is why America invests in China
despite the debate over respect for
human rights. InAfrica, there have
been some successful investment
outcomes and a representative of
CNN in Africa, Erika Bennet, an-
nounced plans for a series of re-
ports to put before investors. She
was much applauded.

The private sector has decried
the waste of time observed at this
Forum. Good time management is
another challenge facing the Afri-
can Union itself.

No Regional I ntegration without
FOOd %CUI' Ity By Marie-Noédle Guichi

ADF I1l is taking place not just in the
plenariesand breakout sessions, but also
inthe Exhibition Hall where participants
can discover most of the structures in-
volvedinregional integrationinAfrica

They include the Coalition of Afri-
can Organi zationsfor Food Security and
Sustainable Devel opment. The Coalition
focuses mainly on rural development

Littlepolitical will for higher
ed Ucatl On By Francine Nzbarega

African States have shown little com-
mitment to strengthening higher edu-
cation, participants in the breakout
session on higher education said on
Wednesday. Governments, they said,
provide very little money for higher
education even though it producesthe
human capital that is crucial to Afri-
can development.

The African diaspora can play an
important role in supporting higher
education, said Chuku-Emeka
Chikezie of AFFORD in his presen-
tation at the session It isnot only a
human resource but also a monetary
one.. He said Ugandan President
Kavuta Museveni had stated that the
Ugandan diaspora brought important
resources to the country.

The session was chaired by
Abdelghaffar M. Ahmed, Executive
Secretary of OSSRA in Addis Ababa.

Participants, who were mainly univer-
sity professors, said African countries
lacked aclear policy onfinancing higher
education and on establishing linkswith
other universitiesintheworld.

Regional integration, Chuku-Emeka
said, cannot be achieved without higher
education. To build capacity in regional
integration, African universitiesfirst had
to be strengthened but they do not have
enough resources, he said. He recom-
mended that ECA include all issuesre-
lating to the strengthening of higher edu-
cation on its agenda.

Participantsin the session saw avir-
tual university asagood idea. However,
they said that everything camefromthe
outside and that it would be moreinter-
esting to have an African virtual univer-
sity with African bases. They aso called
for improved working conditionsfor re-
searchers.

research and policymaking, with an
emphasis on food security. It analy-
ses the policies and actions of gov-
ernments, parliaments and other ac-
tors in the areas of nutrition,
biodiversity and the environment.

«The role played cannot be de-
nied, » says Mrs Christine Andela,
who heads a food and nutrition
project in Cameroon. « To talk of
regiond integrationinAfrica, youfirst
have to resolve the problem of fam-
ine, which affects most of the
continent’s countries. It's hard to
speak successfully to peoplewho are
hungry.»

Tocarry out itsmission, the Coa-
lition strivesto build theinstitutional
and management capacitiesof NGOs
and other rural organizations so as
to make them effective partners. Its
secondary beneficiariesare scientific
communities, donorsand specialized
international institutions. It is an
implementing agency that worksun-
der the supervision of the
Observatoire de la Sécurité
Alimentaire et de la Nutrition
(OSAN - Food Security and Nutri-
tion Observatory ).

The end of this project, based in
Tanzania with an international rep-
resentation in Burssels, is set for
2005. MrsAndelahopesthat by then,
the eterna problem of faminein cer-
tainregions of Africawill have been
resolved for good.

-
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African Integration Report 2002: Heads of
Sate Called to Act! s e o

The presentation of the First “Annual
Report on Integration in Africa’
(ARIA) was one of the principal
items on the agenda of ADF I11. The
document was officially launched on
March 4™,

Thereport, over fifty pagesin all,
was produced by ECA. It targetsall
who are interested in Africa's devel-
opment, particularly Heads of State
who lack political will and therefore
constitute an obstacle to regional in-
tegration.

Thereport evaluatesthe path taken
inAfrica sregional integration and fo-
cuses on two principal issues: how to
accelerate the construction of the Af-
rican Union and what linksmust be built
between said African Union, the Re-
giona Economic Communities(RECS)
and the governments.

The report establishes that in face
of the necessity to build a united and
strongAfrica, the RECsmust build their
capacitiesand re-visit their policiesand
way of working. According to thedocu-
ment, thisinvolves“rationalizing their
structures, but also their relationships
with governments, which must recog-
nizeand liveup to their commitments.”

“There is need for better co-ordi-
nation among the RECs, making it

obligatory for them to harmonise their
protocols which are often contradic-
tory” adds the report which cites the
West African Monetary Union
(WAMU/UMEOA) as*“thetrue cham-
pion of integration”.

WAMU is far ahead of the Eco-
nomic Community of Central African
States (ECCAS), and even the Eco-
nomic Community of Central African
States, which are among the RECsre-
ported to have “an irregular rate of in-
tegration”

The Secretary-General of ECCAS,
Louis Sylvain-GOMA from Gabon, a
specia guest of theADF 111, explained
the slow rate of integration, not only as
aresult of the hibernation period expe-
rienced by the REC between 1992 and
1998, but also as aresult of wars, and
specificaly, “thelack of political will”
of Heads of State in the sub-region.

“We are nevertheless engaged on
the path of re-launching the REC and
are conscious of the role that we must
play in the integration process’, com-
mented Mr GOMA, insisting that the
African Union must build uponthedif-
ferent RECs on the continent.

ARIA 2002 supports this position
and suggests that the private sector
should be considered asthe enginefor

Peaceand Sability arePre-
requisitesfor African Unity

By Jeggan Grey-Johnson and Olga Manda

Thevariousinitiativesand mechanisms
on peace, security and conflict resolu-
tion in Africa have not been effective,
said Salim Ahmed Salim, former Sec-
retary-Gen-
eral of the
Organization
of African
Unity (OAU)
on Wednes-
day duringthe
ADF Il ple-
nary on
“Peace and
Security Ar-
chitecture.”

Salimsaid
the existing
mechanisms
and protocol swere not vigorousenough
to prevent, manage or resolve conflict.
“Various assessments done on conti-
nental and regional mechanisms have
confirmed that a number of shortfalls
hamper the effective functioning of
these structures.

Salim said many of the peace and
security mechanismswere established
to respond to particular situations and
added that the changed regional situa-
tions posed serious challengesto their
legitimacy and effective functioning.
However, he said, theinability of these
mechanismsto maintain peace and se-
curity should not be used as an excuse

.%\
Salim Ahmed Salim, former
Secretary-General of the
Organization of African
Unity (OAU)

for the proliferation of conflictson the
continent.

“Thefactorswhich trigger and com-
pound conflictsin our societies liein
the structuresof political and economic
governance and the social relationsthat
arisefrom there,” said Salim.

He urged African governments to
strengthen structures that promote hu-
man rights. “Human security and its
implicationsfor peace on this continent
cannot be realized without consolidat-
ing structures for promoting human
rights.”

Ibrahim Wani, aresearch analystin
strategic studies, agrees that it istime
for Africans to ask some hard ques-
tionsabout the current state of the con-
tinent, especially “Why?’ Why, really,
are conditions not better for the major-
ity of the continent’s people?

At the core of peace and secu-
rity, he said, are the most fundamen-
tal issues of freedom and gover-
nance. He advised Africans to also
ask: “What has the State meant to
the People in the last forty years?’
“What have the People meant to the
State?” “What has the State deliv-
ered to the people?’

Wani said that if African govern-
ments were serious about establishing
an effective African Union they first
haveto honour the protocol agreements
they have signed.

integration. Theintensification of trade
and the strengthening of public support
are a'so mentioned.
report emphasi zes the devel opment of
trangport and tel ecommunicationsinfra:
structure, amongst others.

including the efforts made recently to
get results, African integration is gen-
eraly on course” affirmed the ECA
report. Specifically, “Greater political
commitment and availing of resources
are nevertheless, indespensibleto at-
taining the best results.”

In addition, the

“With alot of energy and good faith,

\-
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ADF Il Conference site offering more
than food for thought

By Maria Thundu

Did you eat lunch today?

Given the intense meetings and workshops taking place thisweek at ADF
[11, the answer to that question is not always “yes.”

WEell, for those who do take time out for a food break, the ECA Confer-
ence Centre offers a variety of menus and places to eat. And it has also set
hours that accommodate the varied schedules of participants, said Patrick
Chiumya, Director of Conference and General Services Division (CGSD) at
ECA.

Information about places to eat at the conference centre was included in
the delegatesinformation packet, said Chiumya. “ At the beginning of the con-
ference, delegates were given aleaflet in their packages telling them about
the types of placesto eat and the food that is served,” hesaid. There are
also menus posted on various notice boards in the conference centre.

Timeis of the essence, however, and some delegates find themselves too
short of time to enjoy a leisurely meal, due to timelines and deadlines for
pressing work. Most people try to take the coffee breaks scheduled twice a
day, Chiumya explains.

For those who just want a quick snack, there is the Press Bar, located on
the second floor. It is open daily from 7 am. to 9 p.m. The ECA “new”
Cafeteriais open from 12 to 3 p.m. and offers a wide array of hot lunches,
including the traditional Ethiopian meal of “injerabewot.” A second “old”,
“staff’ cafeteria is outside the complex, in the building housing the Nigeria
Lounge, near the Security and Safety Offices.

Those looking for arelaxed atmosphere with the ultimate in comfort and
servicethereisthe Delegate's Lounge. For aset price of 50 birr one can have
a buffet meal that includes soup and either a glass of wine or a soft drink.
Food in UNCC eateriesis catered by the Sheraton Addis and is cooked on the
premises. The courteous staff are also trained by Sheraton, Addis.

Especialy for the ADF, an extra place to eat was prepared, that is, the
Banquet Room —which offers a similar menu to that of the cafeteria but with
fewer selections. “Prices of food items have not changed from everyday,”
says Chiumya.
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