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<big><big><big><big><big>Comoros</big></big></big></big></big>
Location: Archipelago at the northern end of the Mozambique Channel 
Area: 1,862 <small>sq. km </small>
Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 672,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 3.34 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 102.9 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 17.9 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 28.7 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 20.0 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 26.9 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 6.5 

· Population density: 274 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 55.4% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 0.2 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 400 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.506 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 139 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: 0.500 (1997)

Gender-related Development Index rank: 115 of 174 countries

<small>The Comoro Archipelago is located at the northern end of the Mozambique and it is composed of four major islands with associated islets: Grande Comore (Ngazidga), Anjouan (Ndzuani), Moheli (Mwali) and Mayotte (Maore).  The first three constitute the independent Federal Islamic Republic of Comoros, while Mayotte has remained a French territory. With an area of 1,862 square kilometers and a population of over 672,000 people, Grande Comore, which is the biggest island, absorbs over 50% of the population and covers over 60% of the total land area. A former French colony, they gained their independence on July 1975, however due to worsening economic conditions, there have been lately secessionist tendencies on two of the islands, Anjouan and Moheli. </small>
<small>The islands are among the most densely populated areas within Africa and the rapid population growth has strained the fragile natural environment and the scarce agricultural land. Tourism is at a rudimentary stage and most of the developments take place on the largest island, Grande Comore, where the capital city, Moroni, is situated.  This has threatened the cohesion of the island state as the smaller islands believe they are being neglected. The political scene was characterised by dictatorial rule during the first 13 years of independence, followed by the introduction of multiparty system in 1990, which is marked since then by factionalism and ever-changing coalitions.</small>
<small>With a telephone network capacity of  12,000 lines, the total number of connected lines on the Comoro island state accounts for 6,000 in 1998 resulting in a  telephone density of  0.89 line per hundred people.

</small>
<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a)
Telecommunications Infrastructure

The Société Nationale des Postes et Télécommunications [http://www.snpt.km/] is the sole national telecommunications operator in Comoros, responsible to Ministry of Transportation, Tourism, Post Office and Telecommunications. The penetration of telecommunications network is poor and is highly confined to the largest island, Grande Comore, accounting for over 50% of the total lines. The network uses a <small>sparse system of microwave radio relay and HF radiotelephone communication stations.</small>
The SNPT has an X.25 data transmission network, COMPAC, and it has established in July 1998 an Internet Service, ComNet.

The Office de Postes et Télécommunications is responsible for the regulation of the telecommunications sector.  

Teledensity: 0.89 (1998)

<small>Digital main lines: 10.72 (1997)</small>
<small>Waiting list for telephone lines: na</small>
<small>Telephone Tariff (US$ </small>1 = FC 478.74 as of June 26, 1999<small>):</small><div align="center">
PRIVATE
<small>PSTN connection charge</small>
FC  <small>45,000 </small>
<small>US$ 95.42</small>

<small>PSTN rental per month in all zones except Sima and Nioumachoi</small>
FC  <small>4,500 </small>
<small>US$ 9.54</small>

<small>PSTN rental per month in Sima and Nioumachoi</small>
FC  <small>2,750 </small>
<small>US$ 5.83</small>

<small>Average 1 minute call between islands</small>
FC  <small>75 </small>
<small>US$ 0.16</small>

<small>Average 3 minutes call within the same island</small>
FC  <small>37.5 </small>
<small>US$ 0.08</small>

<small>Source: Société des Postes et Télécommunications (SNPT)</small>
<small>Public telephones: 120 (1997)</small>
<small>Public telephones per 1,000 inhabitants: 0.18 (1997)</small>
<small>Mobile cellular subscribers: na</small>
<small>Mobile cellular tariff: na</small>
<small>Telecentres: na </small>
<small>Facsimiles (k):  0.1 (1996)

</small>
b)
Informatics
The  Ministère de l'Education Nationale et de la Formation Professionnelle et Technique has been given the responsiblity for the elaboration of ICT plans strategies for the country. The Ministère chargé de la Planification du Développement Socio-économique will be in charge of the implementation process.

The Centre National de Documentation et de Recherche Scientifique (CNDRS) is in charge at the national level of the archives, library, museum and documentation division, in addition to its responsiblity to scientific research in the country. The national documentation division within CNDRS is responsible for the computerisation of CNDRS's information, and for the development of a national information system. The CNDRS has a training programme on informatics. 

<small>Computer per 100 inhabitants: na
</small>
c) Internet Connectivity

The national telecom operator, Société Nationale des Postes et Télécommunications (SNPT), has established in July 1998, an Internet Service Provider known as ComNet [http://www.snpt.km/], which provides a 64 Kbps encapsulated X.25 link to Paris. 

Internet tariffs (US$ 1 = FC 478.74 as of June 26, 1999)<div align="center">
PRIVATE
 
<small>Connection fees </small>
<small>Monthly subscription </small>


in FC
in US$
in FC
in US$

<small>Dial-up connection at 33.6 Kbps</small>
<small>7,500</small>
<small>15.90</small>
<small>5,000</small>
<small>10.60</small>

<small>Urban leased line connection</small> <small>at 64 Kbps</small>
<small>220,000</small>
<small>466.50</small>
<small>301.000</small>
<small>638.25</small>

<small>Inter-urban leased line connection at 64 Kbps</small>
<small>660,000</small>
<small>1,399.49</small>
<small>995,000</small>
<small>2,109.84</small>

<small>E-mail</small>
<small>5,000</small>
<small>10.60</small>
<small>1,500</small>
<small>3.18</small>

</div>
The SNPT has also set up an X.25 data transmission network known as COMPAC [http://www.snpt.km/]. The services of the network are available at the following rates:

COMPAC rates at 9600 Kbps (US$ 1 = FC 478.74 as of June 26, 1999)<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<small>Connection fees</small>
FC  <small>125,000</small>
<small>\US$ 265.06</small>

<small>Urban</small>
FC  <small>209,250</small>
US$ 443.70</small>

<small>Inter-urban</small>
FC  <small>411,750</small>
US$ 873.09</small>

<small>Between islands</small>
FC <small>823,500 </small>
US$ 1,746.18</small>

<small>International</small>
FC  <small>3,750,000 </small>
US$ 7,951.65</small>

</div>
Internet host sites: 9 (1998) 

Internet subscribers: 200 (1998)

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 2.98

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 64

d)
ICT Training and Development
The Centre National de Documentation et de Recherche Scientifique (CNDRS) has a training programme on informatics.

e) 
Broadcasting/Media
<small>Radio broadcaster: Radio Comoro is the state-operated agency responsible for radio transmission.</small>
<small>Television broadcaster: na </small>
<small>Radios per 100 inhabitants: 13.7 (1995)</small>
<small>Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 0.40 (1996)</small>
</small>
<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big><div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
<small>4,377</small>
<small>4,980</small>
<small>5,508</small>
<small>6,000</small>

Teledensity
<small>0.72</small>
<small>0.79</small>
<small>0.84</small>
<small>0.89</small>

Digital main lines (%)
<small>10.23</small>
<small>10.04</small>
<small>10.72</small>
 

Waiting list for main lines
 
 
 
 

Public telephones
<small>58</small>
<small>89</small>
<small>120</small>
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
<small>  0.086</small>
<small>  0.14</small>
<small>0.18</small>
 

Mobile subscribers
 
 
 
 

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
 
 
 
 

Telecentres
 
 
 
<small>  </small>

Facsimiles
 
<small>100</small>
 
 

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 
 

ICT Human Resources
 
 
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
<small>13.7</small>
 
<small>  </small>
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
0.38
<small>0.40</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
 
 
 
<small>9</small>

Internet Service Providers (ISPs)
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>1</small>

Internet subscribers
 
 
<small>  </small>
<small>200</small>

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>2.98</small>

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
<small>64</small></tbody>

<small>Source: 
ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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