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<big><big><big>Democratic Republic of Congo<big><big> </big></big></big></big></big>.
Location: East Africa

Bordering Countries: Angola, Congo, Central Africa Republic, Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania and Zambia

Area: 2,345,410 <small>sq. km </small>
Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 49,230,600 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 3.2 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 97.7 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 19.5 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 27.7 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 18.7 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 26.8 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 7.3 

· Population density: 19 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 77.0% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 5.2 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 110 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.479 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 141 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: na 

Gender-related Development Index rank: na

<small>The Democratic Republic of Congo is Africa's largest country, after Sudan and Algeria, with an area covering over 2,345 </small>thousand square kilometers<small>. Its population of over 49 million people is the fourth largest in the continent after those of Nigeria, Egypt and Ethiopia. A former Belgian colony, the Democratic Republic of Congo gained its independence on June 1960, and it used to be known as  Congo Kinshasa from 1960 to 1970 and as Zaire from 1971 to 1997.</small>
<small>Confined in the Congo Basin, the Democratic Republic of Congo is endowed with natural and mineral resources, and it might well be the most prosperous country in Africa. It has the potential to grow all the major tropical agricultural commodities and to feed its large population and export its surplus products. The Congo river hydroelectric potential is estimated at equivalent to 13% of the world's hydroelectric potential. It has some of the extensive primary rain forests in the world after those of Brazil. However, bad governance, ethnic conflicts, and inability to exert control over a vast area have eroded the country capacity to exploit its huge resources.</small>
<small>Independence in 1960 was followed by chaos and attempts of secession in Katanga, Shaba, the largest producer of cobalt and copper and the institution of a military dictatorship in 1970. The economic and political crisis by the early 1997 characterised by public unrest, demands for democracy, and military campaign against the military regime by the Alliance des forces démocratiques pour la libération du Congo (AFDL) forced the capitulation of the government in 1997, and the institution of a new government led by AFDL. A year later, the new government is faced with the difficulty of exerting control over the entire country following resurgence of conflicts within and across border. </small>
<small>The telecommunications system in the Democratic Republic of Congo is the least developed in the region with a telephone network capacity of  51,978. In 1996, the number of telephone lines was approximately 36,000, resulting in a telephone density of  0.08 per hundred people.

</small>
<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a)  Telecommunications

The telecommunication systems in the Democratic Republic of Congo is the least developed in the region. The Office Congolais des Postes et des Télécommunications (OCPT) is the public telecommunications operator which was converted from a government department to a corporation in 1968. It inherited the cable network from the Belgian colonial administration together with some microwave links and an earth station Standard A which is out of order now. OCPT is responsible to the Ministère des Postes et Télécommunications.

Established in 1978, Renatelsat (Réseau National de Télécommunications par Satellite) has 16 earth stations Standard B implemented in most big cities to provide transmission support for radio, television and telephones. The network is not now fully functional and it only serves as a support for television transmission.  Recent estimates put the rehabilitation cost at US$ 6 million.

Gecamines which is the biggest mining company in the country has its own private telephone network with 6,000 lines and a Standard B earth station. The network covers the Katanga province and it has now come open to the public and it operates few public coin boxes.

The Ministère des Postes et Télécommunications is currently responsible for regulating the telecommunications sector as an independent regulatory authority has not yet been established.

A plan for privatisation of the national telecom was expected by end 1997 to attract the necessary capital investment, but this has never been realised. OCPT has effective monopoly on basic services; it can, however, grant a license valid for 20 years for a third party to operate any other services. 

Teledensity: 0.08 (1996)

<small>Digital main lines: 56.40 (1995)</small>
<small>Waiting list for telephone lines: 6,000 (1995)</small>
<small>Telephone Tariff:</small><div align="center">
PRIVATE
<small>PSTN connection charge</small>
<small>US$ 280.00</small>

<small>PSTN rental per month</small>
<small>US$ 27.00</small>

<small>PSTN three minute local call</small>
<small>US$ 0.25</small>

<small>320 km (200 miles) long distance call per minute</small>
<small>US$ 0.64</small>

<small>International call to USA per minute</small>
<small>US$ 1.30</small>

<small>Leased line 64 Kbps/month to Europe</small>
<small>US$ 6,000</small>

<small>Source: BMI communication and technologies handbook 1998

</small>
<small>Public telephones: 500 (1995)</small>
<small>Public telephones per 1,000 inhabitants: 0.011 (1995)</small>
<small>Mobile cellular subscribers: 12,500 (1998)</small>
Cellular network
<small>There are currently three AMPS (Advanced Mobile Phone System) network operators in the country:</small>
<small>Telecel is the first private cellular company established in 1989. It has now about 10,000 subscribers in the capital city, Kinshasa, and four other main cities. The network has two Standard B earth stations and VSAT stations for intercity communications.</small>
<small>Comcell started operation in 1993 and it is currently covering  10 main cities with VSAT stations and a Standard F-3 earth station for international and intercity communications.</small>
<small>Tatem, unlike the above two cellular networks, is restricted to the port city of Matadi. </small>
<small>TAT got a license to operate a TABS-based cellular system in 1993 but it is not yet operational.</small>
<small>OCPT has recently established connections with Telecel and Comcell, however the latter two are still not interconnected.

<small>Mobile cellular tariff: </small><div align="center">
PRIVATE
 
<small>Cell to Cell</small>
<small>Cell to OCPT</small>

<small>Local call via Telecel per minute</small>
<small>US$ 0.39</small>
<small>US$ 0.59</small>

<small>Local call via Comcell per minute</small>
<small>US$ 0.30</small>
<small>US$ 0.55</small>

</div>
<small>Telecentres: na</small>
<small>Facsimiles (k):  5.0 (1996)</small>
b)
Informatics
The Archives Nationales is operating the Réseau Documentaire Informatisé (REDI) with assitance from the Agence de la Francophonie.

The Réseau de Gestion par l'Informatique et la Télématique ZedNet is collaborating with UNDP toward the development of Internet in the Country. It assists also students in the use of the network.

HealthNet [http://www.healthnet.org/hnet/zre.html]: <small>There is a HealthNet node in Democratic Republic of Congo which uses the low earth-orbiting satellite to exchange messages.</small>
<small>Computer per 100 inhabitants: na
</small>
c)
Internet Connectivity

InterConnect [http://www.ic.cd] is the only Internet Service Provider (ISP) in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The ISP is run by a Belgian group and it operates two points of presence (POPs), one in Kinshasa [http://www.ic.cd] and the other in Lumbumbashi [http://www.ic-lubum.cd].
Internet fees at InterConnect<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<small>Internet Access</small>
<small>no. of hours</small>
<small>Price</small>
<small>TOT</small>
<small>Total/month</small>

<small>Dial-up with one e-mail address</small>
<small>10</small>
<small>US$ 100.00</small>
<small>US$ 18.00</small>
<small>US$ 118.00</small>

<small>Dial-up with one e-mail address</small>
<small>15</small>
<small>US$ 300.00</small>
<small>US$ 54.00</small>
<small>US$ 354.00</small>

<small>Dial-up with one e-mail address</small>
<small>25</small>
<small>US$ 500.00</small>
<small>US$ 90.00</small>
<small>US$ 590.00</small>

<small>Dial-up with one e-mail address</small>
<small>40</small>
<small>US$ 600.00</small>
<small>US$ 108.00</small>
<small>US$ 708.00</small>

<small>Dial-up with one e-mail address</small>
<small>80</small>
<small>US$ 800.00</small>
<small>US$ 144.00</small>
<small>US$ 944.00</small>

<small>Dial-up with two e-mail addresses</small>
<small>120</small>
<small>US$ 1,500.00</small>
<small>US$ 270.00</small>
<small>US$ 1,770.00</small>

<small>Unlimited access with five e-mail addresses</small>
<small>unlimited</small>
<small>US$ 3,000.00</small>
<small>US$ 540.00</small>
<small>US$ 3,540.00</small>

Source: InterConnect, July 1999

Telecel, the major cellular operator in the country, and the Centre Informatique pour la Formation et la Recherche, have shown interest in providing Internet services, however their attempts failed because of the poor quality of the local telephone system in the Democratic Republic of Congo. A number of international and UN organisations have resorted to establishing their own satellites links, and the use of radio-modems for communications purpose is very popular, especially for institutions within the country. The main two providers of radio communication services are Motorola-Kinshasa and Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF).

Internet host sites: 11 (1998) 

Internet subscribers: 500 (1998)

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 0.10

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 64

d)
Broadcasting/Media
<small>Radio broadcasters: Radio Television Nationale Congolaise (RTNC) is a state-owned agency transmitting on medium wave, shortwave and FM in French, Swahili, Lingala, Tshiluba and Kikongo languages.</small>
<small>Other FM stations are: Radio RMV, Radio Elikia, two missionary stations and Radio Sangomalamu.</small>
<small>Television broadcasters: RTNC has a wide coverage in the country. </small>
<small>TVKIN is a private TV 3 channels in Kinshasa, and Antenne operates as a private TV station.</small>
<small>Radios per 100 inhabitants: 9.8 (1995)</small>
<small>Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 4.27 (1996)</small>
<small>Pay TV decoders: na</small>
<small>Cable TV subscribers: na</small>
<small>Home satellite dishes: na

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big><div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
<small>36,000</small>
<small>36,000</small>
 
 

Teledensity
<small>0.08</small>
<small>0.08</small>
 
 

Digital main lines (%)
<small>56.40</small>
 
 
 

Waiting list for main lines
<small>6,000</small>
 
 
 

Public telephones
<small>500</small>
 
 
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
<small>  0.011</small>
 
 
 

Mobile subscribers
<small>8,500</small>
<small>7,200</small>
<small>8,900</small>
<small>12,500</small>

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
<small>0.02</small>
<small>0.02</small>
<small>0.02</small>
<small>0.025</small>

Telecentres
 
 
 
<small>  </small>

Facsimiles
 
<small>5,000</small>
 
 

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
<small>9.8</small>
 
<small>  </small>
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
3.96
<small>4.27</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
 
 
<small>4</small>
<small>11</small>

Internet service providers (ISPs)
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>1</small>

Internet subscribers
 
 
<small>  </small>
<small>500</small>

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>0.10</small>

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
<small>64</small></tbody>

<small>Source: 
ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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