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Sao Tome and Principe
Location: Central Africa

Area: 964 <small>sq. km </small>
Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 141,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 2.0 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: na 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : na 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : na 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : na 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : na 

· Percentage aged 60-over : na 

· Population density: 146 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 75.0% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 0.41 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 290 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.609 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 123 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: na

Gender-related Development Index rank: na 

<small>Sao Tome and Principe islands</small> <small>are found in the Gulf of Guinea, straddling the Equator, 250 km of west coast of Gabon. Sao Tome is the largest island with over 120,000 people living in the port and capital city, Sao Tome. Principe has about 10,000 people. Formerly a Portuguese colony, Sao Tome and Principe got their independence in July 1975.</small>
<small>Cocoa is the leading export followed by coffee, copra, palm kernels, cinnamon and pepper. However, cocoa production has substantially declined because of drought and mismanagement. The resulting shortage of cocoa for export has created a persistent balance-of-payments problem. Considerable potential exists for development of a tourist industry, and the government has taken steps to expand facilities in recent years. Sao Tome is also optimistic that significant petroleum discoveries are forthcoming in its territorial waters in the oil-rich waters of the Gulf of Guinea. In the political scene, Sao Tome and Principe became a centrally planned economy after independence, and the state only began to relax its economic policies from mid-1980 onwards. In the first multi-part elections held in 1991, the Marxist-led government was defeated by an alliance of opposition parties.</small>
<small>Sao Tome and Principe has about 2,500 lines, giving a telephone density of 1.97 per hundred people.

</small>
<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a)  Telecommunications

<small>The Companhia Santomense de Telecomunicaçoes (CST) is the national telecommunications operator owned 51% by Portugal Telecommunications International (PTI). The Ministerio do Equipamento Social e Ambiente is responsible for the telecommunications sector.

Teledensity: 1.97 (1995)

<small>Digital main lines: 95.00 (1995)</small>
<small>Waiting list for telephone lines: 864 (1995)</small>
<small>Telephone Tariff: na</small>
<small>Public telephones: 44 (1995)</small>
<small>Public telephones per 1000 inhabitants: 0.31 (1995)</small>
<small>Mobile cellular subscribers: na</small>
<small>Mobile cellular tariff: na</small>
<small>Telecentres: na</small>
<small>Facsimiles (k): 0.2 (1996)

</small>
b) Internet Connectity

<small>Full Internet services are being developed by the national telecom, CST, as joint venture with Portugal Telecommunications International (PTI) and its Internet Service Provider "Telepac [</small>http://www.telepac.pt<small>]".</small>
The .st domain registration [http://www.nic.st/] is currently administered by a joint venture between Tecnologia de Sistemas Informático, the leading enterprise of the local computer community of Sao Tome and Principe, and Bahnhof Internet AB, one of Sweden's oldest, most experienced and technically advanced Internet Service Providers. Bahnhof Internet AB has recently shown interest in investing in Sao Tome and Principe's Internet infrastructure. In October 1999, Bahnhof Internet AB plans to link Sao Tome to its central network system in Sweden via Satellite. The network system will be connected at the most important center in Europe known as Global Internet Exchange Point (Stockholm D-GIX) using fiber optic cables. 

Internet host sites<small>: </small>115 (1998)<small>
</small>Internet subscribers: 50 (1998)

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 3.54

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 19
c)  Broadcasting/Media
<small>Radio Broadcasting: Rádio Nacional de Sao Tomé e Princípe is the state-operated radio service.</small>
<small>Television Broadcasting: Televisao de Sao Tomé e Princípe is the state-operated television broadcasting agency.</small>
<small>Radios per 100 inhabitants: 27.1 (1995)</small>
<small>Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 18.52 (1996)</small>
<small>Pay TV decoders: na</small>
<small>Cable TV subscribers: na</small>
<small>Home satellite dishes: na

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998

V. </big></big>
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
<small>2,503</small>
 
 
 

Teledensity
<small>1.97</small>
 
 
 

Digital main lines (%)
<small>95.00</small>
 
 
 

Waiting list for main lines
<small>864</small>
 
 
 

Public telephones
<small>44</small>
 
 
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
<small>0.31</small>
 
 
 

Mobile subscribers
 
 
 
 

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
 
 
 
 

Telecentres
 
 
 
<small>  </small>

Facsimiles
 
<small>200</small>
 
 

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
<small>27.1</small>
 
<small>  </small>
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
<small>16.54</small>
<small>18.52</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
 
 
<small>12</small>
<small>115</small>

Internet service providers (ISPs)
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>1</small>

Internet subscribers
 
 
<small>  </small>
<small>50</small>

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>3.54</small>

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
<small>19</small></tbody>

<small>Source:  ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.
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