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Seychelles<big><big><big><big><big>Seychelles
Location: East Africa 
Area: 404 sq. km 

Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 76,000 (estimates for 1997) 

· Growth rate: 1.1 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: na 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : na 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : na 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : na 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : na 

· Percentage aged 60-over : na 

· Population density: na 

Literacy rate: 84.0% (1997)
GNP in US$ billions: 0.5 (1997)
GNP per capita in US$: 6,910 (1997)
Human Development Index value: 0.755 (1997)
Human Development Index rank: 66 of 174 countries
Gender-related Development Index value: na
Gender-related Development Index rank: na

The Seychelles consists of some 115 islands and islets scattered over the Indian Ocean just south of the equator, some 1,600 km east of Mombasa and Dar-es-Salaam.  Some 75 of them are virtually uninhabited volcanic islands and islets. Mahé is the largest island accommodating over 88% of the total population. The Seychelles gained their independence from Britain in June 1976.

The main economic activities are tourism and marine fishing, along with some agriculture and small-scale manufacturing. Tourism absorbs some 30% of the work force and provides more than 70% of hard currency earnings. Seychelles recently joined the Southern African Development Community (SADC), and it is also a member of the Indian Ocean Commission and of the Common Market for Eastern and Southern African States (COMESA).

Seychelles telecommunications network is fully privatised. In 1998, the network had a total of 18,750 connected telephone lines, resulting in a telephone density of 24.0 per hundred people.

<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a)  Telecommunications

The Ministry of Information Technology and Communications (MITC) is responsible for regulating the telecommunications sector.

Cable and Wireless (Seychelles) Ltd. owned by Cable and Wireless Plc., UK,  is the national telecommunications operator in Seychelles.

Teledensity: 24.0 (1998)

Digital main lines: 100% (1998)

Waiting list for telephone lines: 1,100 (1998)

Telephone Tariff (where US$ 1.00 = SR 4.9410 as of September 1999):

PRIVATE
<tbody>PSTN connection charge - residential
SR 495.00

PSTN connection charge - business and government
SR 495.00

PSTN rental per month - residential
SR 67.60

PSTN rental per month - business and government
SR 74.10

3 minutes local call
SR 0.875</tbody>

Source: Ministry of Information Technology and Communications, 1999

Public telephones: 216 (1998)

Public telephones per 1000 inhabitants: 3 (1998)

Mobile cellular subscribers: 5,190 (1998)

There are two GSM cellular mobile operators: Cable and Wireless (Seychelles) Ltd. and Telecom Seychelles (Airtel).

Mobile cellular tariff (where US$ 1.00 = SR 4.9410 as of September 1999):

1. Installation and monthly rental for mobile
PRIVATE
<small>Operator</small>
<small>Mobile Service</small>
<small>Monthly Rental</small>
<small>Installation</small>

Cable and Wireless (Seychelles) Ltd.
<small>Homebird</small>
<small>99.00</small>
<small>499.00</small>

Cable and Wireless (Seychelles) Ltd.
<small>Busybird</small>
<small>210.00</small>
<small>499.00</small>

Cable and Wireless (Seychelles) Ltd.
<small>Seabird</small>
<small>110.00</small>
<small>499.00</small>

Telecom Seychelles (Airtel) 
<small>Airtel Gold</small>
<small>199.00</small>
<small>495.00</small>

Telecom Seychelles (Airtel)
<small>Airtel Silver</small>
<small>99.00</small>
<small>495.00</small>

</div>
2. Mobile and fixed tariffs
PRIVATE
Operators
<small>Mobile Service</small>
CWS - Mobile
3 minutes
Airtel
3 minutes
<small>CWS - Fixed</small>
3 minutes

<small>CWS - Fixed</small>
<small>Peak</small>
<small>7.425</small>
<small>7.425</small>
<small>0.875</small>

<small>CWS – Fixed</small>
<small>Off Peak</small>
<small>4.950</small>
<small>4.950</small>
<small>0.875</small>

CWS– Mobile 
<small>Seabird - Peak</small>
<small>9.150</small>
<small>9.150</small>
<small>9.150</small>


<small>Seabird - Off peak</small>
<small>4.200</small>
<small>4.200</small>
<small>4.200</small>

CWS - Mobile
<small>Homebird - Peak</small>
<small>11.970</small>
<small>11.970</small>
<small>11.970</small>


<small>Homebird - Off Peak</small>
<small>7.500</small>
<small>7.500</small>
<small>7.500</small>

CWS - Mobile 
<small>Busybird - Peak</small>
<small>6.900</small>
<small>6.900</small>
<small>6.900</small>


<small>Busybird</small>
<small>2.850</small>
<small>2.850</small>
<small>2.850</small>

Airtel 
<small>Airtel Gold - Peak</small>
<small>6.480</small>
<small>6.480</small>
<small>6.480</small>


<small>Airtel Gold - Off Peak</small>
<small>2.970</small>
<small>2.970</small>
<small>2.970</small>

Airtel 
<small>Airtel Silver - Peak</small>
<small>8.820</small>
<small>8.820</small>
<small>8.820</small>


<small>Airtel Silver - Off Peak</small>
<small>4.470</small>
<small>4.470</small>
<small>4.470</small>

Source: Ministry of Information Technology and Communications, 1999

Telecentres: na

Facsimiles (k): 0.572

b)  Informatics
The Centre for Industrial Scientific and Technical Information and Documentation (CISTID) was established with support from UNIDO. CISTID has a CD-ROM database information centre.

Computer per 100 inhabitants: na

c) Internet Connectivity

Full Internet services were launched in September 1996 by Atlas [http://www.seychelles.net] which is a consortium of three computer companies: VCS, MBM and Space. At the launch, Atlas had 30 analogue modems and a bandwidth of 64 Kbps connecting to the international backbone via Cable and Wireless in Hong Kong. Atlas upgraded its bandwidth to 128 Kbps in February 1997, to 256 Kbps in February 1998 and to 512 Kbps in October 1998.

In February 1999, Atlas had 60 ISDN modems with plans to add 30 additional ISDN modems by August 1999. It has also changed its connection to the international backbone from Cable and Wireless (Hong Kong) to Cable and Wireless (UK). Atlas is the top level administrator for .sc.

Internet Tariffs at Atlas ( US$ 1.00 = SR 4.9410)

PRIVATE
<tbody>Corporate registration
SR 3,000

Home user registration
SR 750

Monsthly packages
SR 250 (20 hours), SR 300 (30 hours)

Overtime rate
SR 30/hour

Domain name .sc
SR 500/year

Leased line (64Kbps)
SR 5,000/month</tbody>

Source: Ministry of Information Technology and Communication of Seychelles

Internet host sites: 20 (1998)

Internet subscribers: 898 (1998)

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 113.9

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 512

d)  Broadcasting/Media
The Ministry of Information Technology and Communications (MITC) is also responsible for regulating the broadcasting and media activities.

There are three broadcasting operators: Seychelles Broadcasting Corporation (SBC), BBC and Feba radio.
SBC is the national radio and TV broadcasting corporation. 

Radio per 100 inhabitants: 21 (1995)

Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 21 (1998)

Pay TV decoders: na

Cable TV subscribers: na

Home satellite dishes: 10 (TVRO) (1998)

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998

V. </big></big>
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
13,111
15,712
<small>17,844</small>
18,750

Teledensity
17.0
21.0
<small>23.0</small>
24.0

Digital main lines (%)
100
100
<small>100</small>
100

Waiting list for main lines
2,470
<small>2,200</small>
<small>1,725</small>
1,100

Public telephones
194
<small>218</small>
<small>238</small>
216

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
3
<small>3</small>
<small>3</small>
3

Mobile subscribers
50
1,043
<small>2,247</small>
5,190

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
0.06
1.36
<small>2.91</small>
6.58

Telecentres
 
 
 
  

Facsimiles
<small>600</small>
<small>650</small>
<small>684</small>
572

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
  
 
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
21
 
  
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
16
<small>18</small>
19
<small>21</small>

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
<small>10</small>

Internet host sites
  
 
 
20

Internet service providers (ISPs)
 
<small>1</small>
<small>1</small>
<small>1</small>

Internet subscribers
 
<small>185</small>
<small>560</small>
<small>898</small>

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
<small>24.2</small>
<small>72.4</small>
<small>113.9</small>

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
<small>64</small>
<small>128-256</small>
<small>512</small></tbody>

<small>Source: Ministry of Information Technology and Communication of Seychelles.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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