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Sierra Leone
Location: West Africa

Bordering Countries: Guinea and Liberia

Area: 72,326 <small>sq. km </small>
Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 4,597,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 3.18 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 96.1 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 17.9 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 26.2 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 18.7 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 29.3 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 7.9 

· Population density: 58 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: 33.3% (1997)

GNP in US$ billions: 0.8 (1997)

GNP per capita in US$: 160 (1997)

Human Development Index value: 0.254 (1997)

Human Development Index rank: 174 of 174 countries

Gender-related Development Index value: na

Gender-related Development Index rank: na 

<small>Sierra Leone is a small country in West Africa, bordering the North Atlantic Ocean, between Guinea and Liberia. Formerly a British colony, Sierra Leone got its independence in April 1960.  Today, the country ranks among the world's least developed countries, and it finds itself at the bottom of the 1999 UN's Human Development Index of 174 countries. Although blessed with ample natural resources, the country has been impoverished by ethnic strife, mismanagement, corruption and war.</small>
<small>Sierra Leone's economy centers on substantial mineral, agricultural, and fishery resources. Bauxite, rutile (titanium oxide) and diamonds are the principal exports. However, the economic and social infrastructure is not well developed, and serious social disorders continue to hamper the exploitation of these mineral resources. Most of the mines have been shut down by civil strife. The return to multiparty politics was disrupted by the seizure of power by the new Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) in May 1997 which led to UN sanctions. The Economic Community of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) forces, led by a strong Nigerian contingent, undertook the suppression of the rebellion. The democratically elected president returned to office in March 1998 facing the task of restoring order to a demoralized population and a disorganized and severely damaged economy. </small>
<small>Sierra Leone's</small> <small>telecommunications infrastructure has been heavily damaged by ethnic strife and war. In 1997, the number of connected telephone lines was approximately 17,382 resulting in a telephone density of 0.39 per hundred people.</small>
<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a) Telecommunications

Sierratel [</small>http://www.sierratel.sl/<small>] is the state-owned national telecommunications operator in Sierra Leone. As there is no independent regulatory authority, the telecommunications sector is regulated by the Ministry of Transport, Communication and the Environment.</small>
<small>In 1996, there were plans to elaborate a telecommunications policy which would lead to the liberalisation of the sector. The policy was expected to include the following elements:</small>
· <small>seeking a strategic partner as a 49% shareholder in Sierratel;</small> 

· <small>embarking in a joint venture exercise to introduce cellular and paging services. Millicom of Luxembourg was considered as potential partner for cellular network; </small>
· <small>introducing competition in some market segments; and</small> 

· <small>establishing an independent regulator.</small> 

<small>However, the military take-over in May 1997 disrupted the elaboration of the telecommunications policy and the implementation of planned development projects </small>
Teledensity: 0.39 (1997)

<small>Digital main lines: 88.34% (1997)</small>
<small>Waiting list for telephone lines: 14,000 (1996)</small>
<small>Telephone Tariff: na</small>
<small>Public telephones: 215 (1996)</small>
<small>Public telephones per 1000 inhabitants: 0.050 (1996)</small>
<small>Mobile cellular subscribers: na</small>
<small>Mobile cellular tariff: na</small>
<small>Telecentres: na</small>
<small>Facsimiles (k): 0.3

</small>
b)  Informatics
<small>Most of the networking initiatives which were underway in Sierra Leone came to a halt after the military take-over in May 1997.

</small><small>HealthNet Sierra Leone [</small>http://www.healthnet.org/hnet/srl.html<small>] operates an e-mail service from the College of Medicine and Allied Health Sciences of the University of Sierra Leone</small>.

<small>Sierranet is a telephone-based computer network created to support research by university students in Sierra Leone. In 1994, the project received US$ 32,000 from IDRC to develop and test the network. By 1995, two e-mail systems were in operation: one for users at the University of Sierra Leone and the other for the medical community, students, and staff at the College of Medicine and Allied Health Sciences. Components of the networks are based at the Sierranet Resources Centre and the University of Sierra Leone. The Centre also houses a documentation facility, which plays a supporting role in creating awareness and promoting the application of information technology in Sierra Leone. The military coup in 1997 and the ethnic strife in the country have completely disrupted Sierranet's potential for growth. Source: IDRC Reports [</small>http://www.idrc.ca/books/reports/1997/28-01e.html<small>].</small>
<small>Computer per 100 inhabitants: na

c) Internet Connectivity

<small>A full Internet connection via Globe One in the USA was established in Sierra Leone by the national telecom, Sierratel [</small>http://www.sierratel.sl/<small>]. The latter is also the Top Level Domain (TLD) administrator of ".sl". Sierratel has initially selected four private Internet Service Providers to provide retail services.

Holron SL [http://www.holron.com/netconnect/index.htm] is the first Internet Service Provider for Sierra Leone. Holron SL is a Sierra Leonean-owned and operated computer service company founded in 1989 to provide Sierra Leonean businesses with a level of professional computer services.

Securicom has been active since 1995 as a local e-mail service provider within Sierra Leone. The company is trying to re-establish its services which were disrupted following the outbreak of strife in the country.

Internet host sites<small>: </small>13 (1998)<small>
Internet subscribers: 150 (1998)

Internet subcribers per 10,000 inhabitants: 0.32

Internet bandwidth (Kbps): 128
d)  ICT Training and Development
<small>The Institute of Library, Archives and Information Studies at the University of Sierra Leone has continued to function intermittently.

</small>
e)  Broadcasting/Media
<small>Radio Broadcasting: The state-operated Sierra Leone Broadcasting Service has two radio services transmitting on AM and SW, and a 24-hour FM service.</small>
<small>Local Radio Broadcasters:</small>
· <small>Radio FM 98.1: Based in Freetown, this is the pro-democracy radio station of the country broadcasting on FM from ECOMOG-controlled territory. </small>
· <small>Voice of the Handicapped FM. </small>
<small>Television Broadcasting: The state-operated Sierra Leone Broadcasting Service operates UHF television station.</small>
<small>Radios per 100 inhabitants: 25 (1995)</small>
<small>Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 1.73 (1996)</small>
<small>Pay TV decoders: na</small>
<small>Cable TV subscribers: na</small>
<small>Home satellite dishes: na

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big>
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
<small>16,627</small>
<small>17,189</small>
<small>17,382</small>
 

Teledensity
<small>0.37</small>
<small>0.40</small>
<small>0.39</small>
 

Digital main lines (%)
<small>85.89</small>
<small>88.00</small>
<small>88.34</small>
 

Waiting list for main lines
<small>12,000</small>
<small>14,000</small>
 
 

Public telephones
<small>150</small>
<small>215</small>
 
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
<small>0.033</small>
<small>0.050</small>
 
 

Mobile subscribers
 
 
 
 

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
 
 
 
 

Telecentres
 
 
 
<small>  </small>

Facsimiles
 
<small>300</small>
 
 

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
<small>25</small>
 
<small>  </small>
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
<small>1.62</small>
<small>1.73</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
 
 
 
<small>13</small>

Internet service providers (ISPs)
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>2</small>

Internet subscribers
 
 
<small>  </small>
<small>150</small>

Internet subscribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
<small>0.32</small>

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
<small>128</small></tbody>

<small>Source:
ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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