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Somalia
Location: East Africa

Bordering countries: Djibouti, Ethiopia and Kenya

Area: 630,000 <small>sq. km </small>
Population statistics (based on UN medium-variant projections for 1995-2000): 

· Total: 10,715,000 (estimates for 1998) 

· Growth rate: 3.89 

· Ratio of males per 100 females: 98.0 

· Age structure (1995 figures) 

· Percentage aged 0-4 : 19.7 

· Percentage aged 5-14 : 27.8 

· Percentage aged 15-24 : 18.9 

· Percentage aged 25-60 : 26.6 

· Percentage aged 60-over : 7.0 

· Population density: 15 per sq. km 

Literacy rate: na
GNP in US$ billions: 0.965 (1990 - latest data)
GNP per capita in US$: 120 (1990 - latest data)
Human Development Index value: na
Human Development Index rank: na
Gender-related Development Index value: na
Gender-related Development Index rank: na 

<small>Somalia is a country in East Africa bordering the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean, east of Ethiopia. Formerly a British and an Italian colony, the country gained its independence in July 1960. Somalia has been devastated by a civil war without an effective central government following the disintegration of the dictatorial regime in 1991.</small>
<small>Somalia is poorly endowed with natural resources. Livestock and livestock products have always been the major export items, followed by crops, such as bananas which are grown in the riverine region. While chaos and clan fighting continue in most of Somalia, some orderly government has been established in the northern part. In May 1991, the elders of clans in former British Somaliland established the independent Republic of Somaliland, which, although not recognized by any government, maintains a stable existence, aided by the overwhelming dominance of the ruling clan and the economic infrastructure left behind by British, Russian and American military assistance programs. Northern Somalia is the world's largest source of incense and myrrh which are forestry products.</small>
<small>There is no national telecommunications operator in Somalia. The telephone network has been completely destroyed during the war.

</small>
<big><big>NICI Infrastructure and Policy</big></big>
a)  Telecommunications

<small>There is no national telecommunications operator in Somalia. Domestic traffic is virtually non-existent as the infrastructure has been destroyed by the civil war. However, private local companies have started to install satellite-based telecommmunications links. None of them are interconnected which means calls between towns have to be routed internationally. This makes telephone hugely expensive. Present tariffs range from US$ 1.75/minute for call switched through Europe to US$ 1.25/minute for call switched through US. (Source: BMI TechKnowledge Communication Technologies Handbook 1998). </small>
<small>Somalia Telecom Ltd., co-owned by US-based Starlight Communications, has installed an earth station gateway linked to Norway in Mogadishu and its wireless local loop network currently serves 1,000 subscribers. Other private companies are:</small>
· <small>Barakaat International operating in Mogadishu with approximately 800 subscribers;</small> 

· <small>Netco (North Eastern Telecommunications Company) serves the north eastern region and has around 400 subscribers; and</small> 

· <small>Bosaso, a local company, operates also in the north eastern region with around 700 subscribers.
</small> 

Teledensity: 0.17 (1995)

<small>Digital main lines: na</small>
<small>Waiting list for telephone lines: na</small>
<small>Telephone Tariff: na</small>
<small>Public telephones: na</small>
<small>Public telephones per 1000 inhabitants: na</small>
<small>Mobile cellular subscribers: na</small>
<small>Mobile cellular tariff: na</small>
<small>Telecentres: na</small>
<small>Facsimiles (k): na

</small>
b) Internet Connectivity

Somalia is one of the three countries in Africa without Internet services.

c)  Broadcasting/Media
<small>Radio Broadcasting: Radio Hargeisa operates in the self-declared</small> <small>independent Republic of Somaliland in the north<small>. </small>Radio Mogadishu operates in the capital city of Mogadishu.</small>
<small>Television Broadcasting: na</small> 
<small>Television Broadcasting Services:  ORBIT - The Orbit Satellite Television and Radio Network [</small>http://www.orbit.net<small>] is based in Saudi Arabia.</small>
<small>Radios per 100 inhabitants: na</small>
<small>Television receivers per 100 inhabitants: 1.27 (1996)</small>
<small>Pay TV decoders: na</small>
<small>Cable TV subscribers: na</small>
<small>Home satellite dishes: na

<big><big>NICI Indicators 1995-1998</big></big>
<div align="center">
PRIVATE
<tbody>  
1995
1996
1997
1998

Telephone lines
<small>15,000</small>
 
 
 

Teledensity
<small>0.17</small>
 
 
 

Digital main lines (%)
 
 
 
 

Waiting list for main lines
 
 
 
 

Public telephones
 
 
 
 

Public telephones per 1,000 inhab.
 
 
 
 

Mobile subscribers
 
 
 
 

Mobile subscribers per 100 inhab.
 
 
 
 

Telecentres
 
 
 
<small>  </small>

Facsimiles
 
 
 
 

Computer(s) per 100 inhab.
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 
 

Radios per 100 inhab.
 
 
<small>  </small>
 

TVs per 100 inhab.
<small>1.37</small>
<small>1.27</small>
<small>  </small>
 

Cable TV subscribers
 
 
 
 

Satellite dish subscribers
 
 
 
 

Internet host sites
 
 
 
 

Internet service providers (ISPs)
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 

Internet subscribers
 
 
<small>  </small>
 

Internet subcribers per 10,000 inhab.
 
<small>  </small>
<small>  </small>
 

Internet bandwidth (Kbps)
 
 
 
 </tbody>

<small>Source: ITU (International Telecommunication Union) and NW (Network Wizards) Internet Host Surveys.</small>
<small>Note: Blank spaces indicate unavailable information.</small>
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