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To overcome the digital divide which deepens between the North and the South and also within the countries, the Digital Solidarity Agenda aims at putting in place the ideal conditions of mobilizing human, financial and technological resources for the inclusion of every man and woman in the emerging information society.

The dissemination and use of ICTs call for new actions, which up to now have not yet been taken into account in an adequate way in the existing assistance and financing mechanisms.

In this regard, it is recommended to put urgently in place a specific digital solidarity fund aimed at firstly financing the high demand on infrastructure, equipment, training and content development which are essential for the participation in the information society. 

This fund which is expected to be composed of voluntary individual or institutional contributions and donations should operate on a tripartite basis involving the private sector, the civil society and governments which would ensure simplification of procedures, efficiency of interventions and transparency in management.

At the local, national or regional levels it will be able to finance ad hoc or future programs in supplement to the already existing bilateral or multilateral financing mechanisms. 

A study which will start as soon as possible, under the coordination of NEPAD will define the operations of the funds and the practical conditions of collecting the voluntary contributions and donations as well as the methods of intervention in the programs to be developed by the stakeholders at national and regional levels. 

The United Nations Secretary General will convene a meeting representing the various regions of the world including governments, the private sector and the civil society, to review and validate the proposals formulated by the working group, in order to set up the Digital Solidarity Fund.
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