Africa Conference on e-Strategies for Development:
Towards the World Summit on the Information Society Conference
Maputo, Mozambique 1 – 4 September 2003

Maputo Declaration on e-Strategies for Development
We, the participants to the Africa Conference on e-Strategies for Development, gathered in Maputo on 1 – 4 September 2003:
Recognizing that over 30 African countries have completed or are in the process of completing national ICT for Development strategies (e-strategies);
Acknowledging that 
e-strategies in Africa are critical roadmaps for the creation and consolidation of the information society;
Recognizing that e-strategies are essential policy tools to help African countries achieve the Millennium Development Goals and related development targets included in national Poverty Reduction Strategies and long-term strategic plans;
Appreciating that e-strategies will contribute to the rapid implementation of the NEPAD programme of action
Noting that the inclusion of all stakeholders in the process of elaboration and implementation of e-strategies leads to increased ICT access, greater development benefits and a widespread knowledge society;

Recognizing that many implementation strategies lack adequate resources for full implementation at the national and regional levels;
Agree to:

1. Foster the development of an open and inclusive knowledge society through the mainstreaming of e-strategies within national development processes and  ensure adaptability to country specific socio-economic conditions;
2. Promote the formulation of realistic action or implementation plans for all national e-strategies including a series of priorities that can be rapidly implemented and scaled-up;
3. Encourage designing of regional e-strategies, linked to both sub-regional and national e-strategies;
4. In similar fashion, support the development of local/community e-strategies to address local needs and priorities

5.  Support the 
creation of an African e-strategy information network building on the UN ICT Task Force Regional Network, NEPAD and other regional initiatives, to share experiences and expertise among countries and foster further South-South cooperation; 
6.  Support the design and refinement of e-strategy indicators and benchmarks for monitoring, evaluation and impact assessment of e-strategy priority programmes and similar;
7. By the same token, support the creation of multidisciplinary working groups including professionals from ICT, economists, and other development experts to tackle the above;
8. Promote the creation of new partnerships, specially with the international and national private sector, to secure additional resources and expertise for the implementation of e-strategies and promote further corporate social responsibility
9. Encourage donors to explore innovative financing mechanisms to support national e-strategy implementation;
10. Encourage African governments to initially support short-term e-strategy priority programmes;
11. Encourage African governments to help create the conducive legal and regulatory frameworks to attract foreign investment; 
12. Nurture leadership and champions at the highest level to hasten decision-making processes that are needed for reaping the benefits of ICT for development;
13. Design and implement appropriate mechanisms to build trust and confidence among stakeholders.
Maputo, 4 September 2003






