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PARTICIPATION AND ACCESS OF WOMEN TO THE MEDIA, AND INFORMATION 

AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES AND THEIR IMPACT ON AND 

USE AS AN INSTRUMENT FOR THE ADVANCEMENT AND EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN

Introduction

The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, adopted by the Fourth World Conference on Women (1995) and the outcome document of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly (2000) recognized that information and communication technologies (ICT) and the media created increased opportunities for women, yet also reinforced gender-based barriers and inequalities. The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) undertook for the first time a comprehensive analysis of the role of ICT and the media in achieving gender equality at its 47th session in 2003, in preparation for the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS).

The agreed conclusions of the 

Commission on the Status of Women
Building on its long-standing work on women and the media, the Commission on the Status of Women adopted agreed conclusions in March 2003 on participation and access of women to the media, and information and communication technologies and their impact on and use as an instrument for the advancement and empowerment of women. The agreed conclusions highlighted the need to prevent and combat the negative impact of the digital revolution on gender equality, and enhance the role of ICT and the media for women’s empowerment and the promotion of gender equality. 

The Commission agreed on a series of actions addressed to different ICT and media stakeholders, aimed at enhancing women’s access to and use of the media and ICT, integrating gender perspectives in national policies, legislation, programmes and regulatory instruments, and creating monitoring and accountability mechanisms to ensure implementation. 

In particular, the Commission agreed on the following main actions
:

· Remove ICT-related infrastructural barriers that disproportionately affect women and girls and promote the establishment of affordable and accessible ICT-related infrastructure

· Make women’s and girls’ education, formal and non-formal, and training in ICT-related fields a priority for the development of ICT and part of the education curricula

· Enable equal access for women to ICT-based economic activities and employment

· Combat the negative or stereotyped portrayal of women and the criminal misuse of ICT for sexual exploitation and trafficking in women and girls

· Increase efforts to compile statistics disaggregated by sex and age and to develop gender-specific indicators on ICT use and needs

· Encourage partnerships to build women’s capacity for participation, including in decision-making at all levels in ICT and the media and in e-governance

· Strengthen the capacity of national machineries as advocates for integrating gender perspectives into ICT and the media 

· Respect the value of local languages, and strengthen and encourage the use of local knowledge systems and existing ICT technologies, such as radio and TV

· Provide adequate and appropriate resources for innovative, affordable, accessible and sustainable media and ICT programmes, projects and products that support gender equality  

The agreed conclusions of the Commission were sent by its Chairperson to the President of the Preparatory Process Committee to WSIS and by the Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women to the Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) with a request that they be taken into consideration during the preparations and at the Summit.

Preparations for the Commission on the Status of Women
In preparation for CSW, the Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW) organized several activities described below to facilitate the intergovernmental process. 

1. Consideration of ICT during the Commission on the Status of Women

During the 47th session of the CSW
 in March 2003, a panel of experts held a dialogue with Member States on the theme of gender equality and ICT and the media
.

The following issues were highlighted:

· Women’s rights in the information society,

· Women’s portrayal in the media,

· The need to clarify women’s information needs and to address questions of content,

· The importance of traditional media and technologies,

· Gender-based discrimination and inequalities in access to opportunities in the emerging knowledge and information society,

· Women’s access to employment in the media and ICT, especially at decision-making levels.

2. Report of the Secretary-General to the Commission on the Status of Women

The report of the Secretary-General on “Participation in and access of women to the media, and information and communication technologies and their impact on and use as an instrument for the advancement and empowerment of women” submitted to the 47th session of CSW in 2003 summarized past efforts of the United Nations system in the area of women and the media and ICT.  It also provided a series of recommendations for consideration by CSW, highlighting the importance of having a gender-sensitive enabling environment, the promotion of women’s participation and employment in the information society, the need to mobilize resources to promote gender equality in the media and ICT, and the inclusiveness and participation in the promotion of gender equality in the information society. The report of the Secretary-General submitted to the 47th session of CSW is available in the Division website
. 

3. Expert group meetings

The Division for the Advancement of Women, in collaboration with other United Nations organizations and bodies, organized two Expert Group Meetings (EGM) in the fall of 2002 on the themes: “women and the media” and “women and ICT”. The reports of the two EGMs, which served as a basis for the report of the Secretary-General to the 47th session of CSW, highlighted the necessity to create an enabling environment for gender equality, economic empowerment of women, employment and decision-making in the service of gender equality and sustainable human development. The reports highlighted issues of representation, portrayal of women and social and economic empowerment through the use of ICT and the media. The reports of the expert groups meeting on “women and the media” 
 and “gender and ICT” 
 are available at the Division website. 

4. Online discussions

The Division for the Advancement of Women organized two online discussions in the summer of 2002 on “women and the media” and “gender and ICT” in order to collect a wide range of views and experiences from practitioners in ICT and the media sector. More than 200 participants shared their insights, experiences and success stories where ICT and the media were used as tools to promote gender quality and to empower women. The summary of the discussions on “women and the media” 
 and on “gender and ICT” 
 are available at the Division website. 










� The complete report of the CSW is available: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw47/documents.html#report47" ��http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw47/documents.html#report47�


� The complete CSW report is available: � HYPERLINK "http://ods-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N03/332/81/PDF/N0333281.pdf?OpenElement" ��http://ods-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N03/332/81/PDF/N0333281.pdf?OpenElement�


� The moderator’s summary of the discussion that forms part of the CSW report is available online: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/ csw47/CRP5.PDF" ��www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw47/CRP5.PDF�


� The complete Secretary-General report is available: � HYPERLINK "http://ods-dds-ny.un.org/ doc/UNDOC/GEN/N01/722/05/PDF/N0172205.pdf?OpenElement" ��http://ods-dds ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N01/722/05/PDF/N0172205.pdf?OpenElement�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/media2002/reports/EGMFinalReport.PDF" ��www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/media2002/reports/EGMFinalReport.PDF�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/ict2002/reports/EGMFinalReport.pdf" ��www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/ict2002/reports/EGMFinalReport.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/ egm/media2002/reports/BP2Mavic.PDF" ��www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/ egm/media2002/reports/BP2Mavic.PDF�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/ict2002/reports/Report-online.PDF" ��www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/ict2002/reports/Report-online.PDF�
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