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GENERAL BACKGROUND TO THE GAMBIAN ICT4D-2012
ACTION PLAN

Nations worldwide have recognized the developmental opportunities and the challenges of the
emerging information age characterized by information and communication technologies (ICTSs).
These technologies are driving national development efforts worldwide and a number of countries in
both the developed and developing world are exploring ways of facilitating their development
process through the development, deployment and the exploitation of ICTs within their economies
and societies.

The emergence of the information age has brought to the fore, the important role that information,
knowledge and technology can play in facilitating socio-economic development. The effective use of
information and knowledge is becoming the most critical factor for rapid economic growth and
wealth creation, and for improving socio-economic well-being.

There is no doubt that information; knowledge and technology are increasingly becoming the key
drivers for socio-economic development world-wide. A nation’s capability to accelerate its socio-
economic development process and gain global competitiveness and improve the well-being of its
people depends very much on the extent to which it can develop, use, exploit and sell, ----
information, knowledge and technology in one form or another.

A number of African countries including the Gambia have acknowledged that: to move their
industrially weak and subsistence agriculture-based economies towards an information and
knowledge economy there is a need for them to develop and implement comprehensive and
integrated ICT-led socio-economic development policies, strategies and plans. With the right sets of
policies and action plans it will be possible for the Gambia to facilitate her socio-economic
development process through the development, deployment and exploitation of ICTs within her
economy and society without first going through an extensive industrialization process.

The Government of the Gambia in response to this recognition developed the nation’s ICT4D (or
NICI) Policy with technical support from the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
(UNECA) under the auspices of its Africa Information Society Initiative (AISI). The Government in
developing this Policy Statement did recognize that: for these policy provisions and commitments to
make an appreciable desirable impact on Gambia’s socio-economic development process they will
need to be integrated into the overall developmental objectives, priorities and programmes of the
country. Such an all-inclusive comprehensive ICT4D policy and strategies must be aimed at the
implementation of initiatives that could contribute to addressing the key developmental challenges
facing the Gambia

Gambia in acknowledging the crucial developmental potentials of ICTs set its national ICT4D
Policy Statement within the general framework of meeting in the short to medium term its PRSP
goals and objectives and as well as the MDGs. The longer term vision is to use these technologies
and its resources to substantially transform Gambia’s under-developed low-income agricultural-
based, technologically and industrially weak economy into a high income information-rich and
knowledge-based economy and society in the emerging information and knowledge age.






