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Sports
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Moroccan Youth Soccer Team to Begin Training Camp

03/03/2005
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Moroccan youth soccer team coach Fethi Jamal called up 23 players to enter a training camp in preparation for the FIFA World Youth Championship 2005. Morocco clinched a berth at the tournament with a fourth-place finish in the African Youth Championship in Benin in January. FIFA's second-biggest tournament in terms of competing teams kicks off in the Netherlands on 10 June. (Morocco Football)
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Algerian Athletes Participate in Cross Country Championship in Tunisia

03/03/2005

Algeria will send 47 athletes to compete at the Zone 1 Africa Cross Country Championship set for 6 March in Jendouba. The nation will join Libya, Morocco, and Tunisia to participate in a race considered an important training opportunity for the runners. (La Nouvelle Republique)
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North African Football Powerhouses Advance

03/03/2005

MC Algiers qualified for the quarterfinals of the Arab Champions League after a scoreless tie with Zamalek of Egypt on Wednesday (2 March) in Group A. CS Sfaxien beat Al Kuwaiti 4-0 on the road to cement itself as a group leader as well.

Ittihad Jeddah eliminated Algerian ES Setif 2-0 in Group B. Wydad Casablanca defeated NASR Hussein-Dey 3-0 yesterday in Casablanca in Group D action. The three North African Teams remaining in contention are MC Algiers, CS Sfaxien of Tunisia and Wydad Casablanca. (El Moudjahid, La Presse)
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Arts/Culture
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Algerian Poet Djamel Amrani Dies

03/03/2005

Algerian poet Djamel Amrani died Wednesday (2 March) at age 70 at his home in Algiers, national Algerian radio announced. He produced numerous works over a period of decades including poetry collections "Sun of Our Night" and "The Summer of Your Skin." Amrani received an award from the Algerian Booksellers Association in 2004 for his overall works and was also awarded the "Pablo Neruda" Presidential Medal by the ambassador of Chile in Algiers. (Liberte, Algerian Radio)
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New Satirical Book by Mohamed Laroussi
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[File] Laroussi

Morocco's Mohamed Laroussi is publishing a new book titled "May no One Joke." The new book is based on a collection of satires he published in the press. His texts are inspired both by his personal experiences and by the general political, economic and cultural developments in the world.

Although he sometimes experiences censorship, Laroussi explained to Aujourd'hui Le Maroc that he enjoys more freedom than ever in his satirical writing on politics, noting that publishers censor him more than the government. (albawaba.com) 
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Massive Auto Show Underway in Algiers

03/03/2005
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The ninth "Algeria Auto Expo" together with the Fair for Maintenance Tools and Equipment is running from 1-9 March in Palais des Expositions in Algiers. The exposition includes 48 leading international carmakers presenting their various new models. Over 200,000 visitors came to the fair last year. (menareport.com)
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Preview of "L'esquive" in Algeria
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The premiere of "L'esquive," a French Cesar-award-winning film by Tunisian-born Abdellatif Kechiche, is scheduled for 9 March in Setif. A delegation led by writer and director Guillemette Grobon, the president of Lyon's cultural association "Gertrude II", is presently in Setif to discuss the agenda for the event with local authorities. (APS)

[image: image24]
"The Star of Algiers" by Aziz Chouaki Published in United States

03/03/2005

"The Star of Algiers," the latest work from Aziz Chouaki, author of "El Maestro and the Oranges," is now available in English in the US. His latest work tells the story of a young Algiers resident who dreams of success in the world of entertainment. It will be adapted for film by Rachid Benhadj. (Algeriades)
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Mohammedia Prepares for Flower Festival

03/03/2005

Mohammedia, Morocco, is restoring its green areas in preparation for its first flower festival scheduled for August 2005. Among the main areas undergoing extensive renovation is the long-neglected public garden near the railway station. Landscaping will peak in August when the flower festival begins in collaboration with the "Morocco-Holland: 400 Years" Foundation. (albawaba.com)
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Science/Technology
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ISESCO Organizes Environmental Workshop

03/03/2005
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The Rabat-based Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) will hold a semi-regional workshop in Doha from 6-10 March. The workshop will discuss ways to incorporate environmental concepts in school curricula and how to train teachers to teach about the environment.

The workshop will also explain Islamic concepts of environmental protection. Participants will look at other school systems where environmental concepts were introduced into the school curricula. (albawaba.com)
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Education
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International Prize for Islamic Studies to be Awarded

02/03/2005

The Tunisian Ministry of Religious Affairs announced candidates may now apply for "The International Prize of the President of the Republic for Islamic Studies." Candidates must meet a number of criteria and send their qualifications to the Office of Religious Affairs.

The prize is awarded to a person or institution that highlights Islam's noble principles and values, strengthens the role of ijtihad, believes in dialogue, and rejects fanaticism. Candidates for the award must submit original research of at least 350 pages, written in any language. (albawaba.com) 
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Health
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Anti-Drug and Anti-Tobacco Campaign Begins in Algeria

01/03/2005
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The Ahmed Zabana Technical School in Caroubier, Algeria, with the help of the School and Professional Orientation Centre, held a meeting on drug and tobacco addiction on Monday (28 February). Specialists and 200 high school students from the Hussein Dey district attended the event, which is part of a larger effort to reduce smoking and drug use among young people. Discussions focused on drugs and smoking in Algeria, its consequences and national policies to fight the problem. (El Moudjahid)
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Politics
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IMF Director General Praises Algerian Efforts at Economic Reforms
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[File] De Rato

Director General of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) Rodrigo de Rato called Algeria's economic reform efforts the past few years "very important" on Wednesday (2 March) in Algiers. "We got involved in Algeria during difficult times fifteen years ago and I think that the work and effort carried out by the Algerian government and people are very important," de Rato said after meeting with President Abdelaziz Bouteflika.

De Rato also said macroeconomic stability and economic opening in Algeria will make it possible for the IMF and the nation to work together on money market, budget and investment policy. He added that his group is planning significant assistance and technical collaboration in the coming months. (APS, El Moudjahid, IMF)
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Morocco to Lift Reservations on Women Discrimination Convention
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[File] Baddou

At a UN plenary session in New York, Moroccan Secretary of State to the Minister of Social Development, Family and Solidarity Yasmina Baddou said her country will lift its previous reservations relating to the convention banning all forms of discrimination against women. She highlighted Morocco's determination to improve female status because of the belief that achieving equality between women and men is a prerequisite to the foundations of good governance and the rule of law. (Le Matin, L'Opinion, I-Newswire)
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Business
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International ICT Seminar Held in Tangier

03/03/2005

An international seminar on information and communication technologies (ICT) began Tuesday (2 March) in Tangier to examine ways to development e-commerce in the Maghreb. It was organized by the secretariat-general of the Arab Maghreb Union with the support of the UN Economic Commission for Africa and the UNDP regional programme of ICT promotion. The seminar will focus on accelerating ICT technologies development in the Maghreb and how to introduce them to businesses. (Maroc Info Com, Le Matin)
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