Welcoming Remarks by Ms. Wendy Ace, Director, Canadian ePolicy Resource Centre

Good Morning,

I am so pleased to have this opportunity to talk to you about the Canadian e-Policy Resource Centre and its achievements over the past two years.

Created in 2003 as part of Canada’s commitment to the G8 Action Plan, CePRC draws on Canadian e-policy expertise to assist African governments developing national e-policies and strategies.

Canada is internationally recognized for leadership in developing and implementing e-policy in such areas as health, education, commerce and government.  Through CePRC’s government-to-government approach, Canadian e-policy experts work with African countries to develop policies and strategies far more quickly and at a much lower cost.  And we bring our lessons learned to the table, allowing Africans to develop policies that focus scarce development resources on initiatives that will have the greatest impact on the greatest number of African citizens.

CePRC’s projects are driven by African-defined priorities.  In partnership with the ECA, we respond to requests submitted by national and regional governments – selecting projects that meet three main criteria….

First, they have to have a significant impact – in other words, they have to address specific development goals such as reducing poverty, promoting gender equality and fostering sustainable economic development.

Second, that they apply Canadian-recognized expertise to help African countries rapidly develop effective policies and strategies.

And finally, that they build relationships and networks that continue to support African development beyond the span of individual projects.

Here are some of our recent projects….

CePRC and the ECA are working with the East African Community Working Group on e-Government to develop a regional harmonized strategy for Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda.  Canadian policy experts in the areas of information management, ICT security and privacy, legal and regulatory frameworks and e-government gateways were part of a recent workshop in Nairobi where the draft framework received stakeholder support.  We continue to work with the East African Community Secretariat to have the draft strategy adopted by the three member states.  This initiative is a model for other regions who wish to develop policies to allow for the efficient movement of goods and people across borders.

CePRC, the ECA, Francophonie and the Government of France recently hosted a 2-day workshop in Senegal to allow telecommunication regulators, operators and end users an opportunity to begin developing a West African Remote Community Access Strategy.  By creating an environment to allow discussion of issues and challenges – and encouraging a sharing of ideas and best practices, many viable, realistic solutions were developed.  The partnership plans to expand this program to other regions in Africa in 2006.

Another project saw the CePRC sponsor a team of experts in remote sensing to work with the South African Medical Research Council to determine if remote sensing satellites could be used to add more data for malaria mapping.  The CePRC will help develop policies and standards which will form the basis for a continent-wide malaria information system.

Another example is that CePRC is transferring Canadian expertise in collecting and analyzing statistics to the Central Statistical Authority of Ethiopia.  This will eventually allow for electronic access to a full range of Ethiopian statistics.

Recently, CePRC invited 25 African policymakers and regulators from 11 different countries to attend GTEC Week in Ottawa, Canada.  This unique showcase for leading-edge e-government applications demonstrated the technology, best practices and strategies that are driving government on-line solutions across Canada and the world.

These are just a few of the programs that CePRC has been involved in through its partnership with the ECA and ePol-NET.  Some of the initiatives we’re working on now include:

· An expanded Remote Community Access workshop program to be delivered in other African regions throughout 2006.

· Workshops on developing policies to enable e-trade for Africa.

· Continuing work with the East African Community Secretariat to see the draft Regional Harmonized Strategy adopted by Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda.

· Working with other regions who wish to develop harmonized policies and strategies.

· Workshops in legal frameworks and cyber security policy development.

· Workshops on policy development and gender equality.

· Development of an African capacity-building ICT training plan for mid-level and senior government employees.

· Continuing involvement in ECA’s e-Parliamentarians workshop. and

· Next fall, another GTEC delegation will visit Ottawa.

In conclusion, I urge you to visit the ECA and CePRC stands here at WSIS – and to visit our web site at www.ceprc.ca where you will find Canadian e-policy information available to download – as well as an on-line request form for CePRC support.

Thank you.

