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The what?The what?

REC raison d’être

“Increased co-operation and integration in all fields of 
development particularly in trade, customs and monetary affairs, 
transport, communication and information, technology, industry 
and energy, gender, agriculture, environment and natural 
resources”

COMESA websiteCOMESA website

A4T basic definition

“Aid for Trade is about assisting developing countries to increase 
exports of goods and services, to integrate into the multilateral 
trading system, and to benefit from liberalized trade and 
increased market access.  Effective Aid for Trade will .. (sic) .. 
complement multilateral trade reforms and distribute the global 
benefits more equitably across and within developing countries.”

A4T Task Force ReportA4T Task Force Report



Main A4T areas of actionMain A4T areas of action

1.1. Trade Policy & regulationsTrade Policy & regulations

2.2. Trade developmentTrade development

3.3. TradeTrade--related infrastructurerelated infrastructure

4.4. Building productive capacityBuilding productive capacity

5.5. TradeTrade--related adjustmentrelated adjustment

6.6. Other tradeOther trade--related needsrelated needs

A4T Task Force ReportA4T Task Force Report



The Why?:Assisting regional The Why?:Assisting regional 

integrationintegration

““Many countries require Many countries require crosscross--border border 
infrastructureinfrastructure and and regional policy cooperationregional policy cooperation to to 
trade more effectively.  The ability to trade more effectively.  The ability to identify identify 
crosscross--border and regional needsborder and regional needs should be should be 
strengthened at the country, regional and strengthened at the country, regional and 
multilateral level.  Once needs have been multilateral level.  Once needs have been 
identified, donors and agencies must improve identified, donors and agencies must improve 
their ability to respond.  In particular, their ability to respond.  In particular, assistance assistance 
in formulating and financing accompanying in formulating and financing accompanying 
measures could help to make regional integration measures could help to make regional integration 
an effective building block an effective building block for the multilateral for the multilateral 
trading systemtrading system””

A4T Task Force ReportA4T Task Force Report



The How?: What can RECs do? (1)The How?: What can RECs do? (1)

•• identify crossidentify cross--border and regional needsborder and regional needs

Potential areas of focus include Potential areas of focus include 

transport/transit corridors, regional transport/transit corridors, regional 

physical infrastructure, border/customs physical infrastructure, border/customs 

reform & harmonisation, transport reform & harmonisation, transport 

regulation, industrial policy, energy, SPS & regulation, industrial policy, energy, SPS & 

technical standardisation harmonisation, technical standardisation harmonisation, 

financial  & payment services harmonisation, financial  & payment services harmonisation, 

privateprivate--sector development, crosssector development, cross--border border 

PPPs, etc.PPPs, etc.



The How?: What RECS can do (2)The How?: What RECS can do (2)

•• formulating and financing accompanying formulating and financing accompanying 

measuresmeasures

Formulation, finance and implementation of Formulation, finance and implementation of 

regional plans and projects in traderegional plans and projects in trade--

developmentdevelopment--related areas, including related areas, including 

humanhuman--resource capacityresource capacity--building, cover building, cover 

harmonisation costs, oversight of legal harmonisation costs, oversight of legal 

frameworks, frameworks, trade policy and administrative trade policy and administrative 

management, trade facilitation coordination, management, trade facilitation coordination, 

etc.etc.



The How?: What can RECs do? (3)The How?: What can RECs do? (3)

•• Trade related adjustment:Trade related adjustment: Identify Identify 

contributions to developing country budgets contributions to developing country budgets 

needed to assist in the implementation of needed to assist in the implementation of 

trade reforms and adjustments to trade trade reforms and adjustments to trade 

policy measures by other countries, and policy measures by other countries, and 

alleviate shortfalls in balancealleviate shortfalls in balance--ofof--payments payments 

due to changes in the world trading due to changes in the world trading 

environment. This may be particularly useful environment. This may be particularly useful 

for crossfor cross--border issues like the C4 cotton border issues like the C4 cotton 

adjustments.adjustments.



The How: What can RECs do? (3)The How: What can RECs do? (3)

1.Take 1.Take ‘‘ownershipownership’’

2. Focus on 2. Focus on ‘‘resultsresults--orientedoriented’’ business business 
plansplans

3. Create  suitable 3. Create  suitable ‘‘donourdonour--RECREC’’ projectproject--
management, and monitoring/evaluation management, and monitoring/evaluation 
mechanismsmechanisms

4. Increasingly involve the private sector4. Increasingly involve the private sector

5. Expedite formation of 5. Expedite formation of ‘‘regional bodiesregional bodies’’



A4T for Africa by sectorA4T for Africa by sector
source: OECD/QWIDSsource: OECD/QWIDS



Thank youThank you
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