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Box 1.5: Water on top of development agenda - African Development Bank
Water and sanitation are critical elements in the poverty reduction strategy of the African Development Bank 
Group. The water sector is at the forefront of its Strategic Plan 2003-2007. The Bank has now developed an Inte-
grated Water Resources Management strategy which considers the provision of accelerated access to safe drinking 
water supply and sanitation to the rural population in Africa as one of its contributions to achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals and the African Water Vision. Rural Africa, where an estimated 60 per cent of the people live, 
lacks adequate access to safe drinking water and sanitation. It has been estimated that some 400 million people in 
Africa lack access to safe water supply and an even higher number lack adequate sanitation. Nearly 330 million of 
these people live in rural areas. Consequently, rural populations are burdened to a greater extent by preventable 
water and sanitation-related diseases, suffer greater deprivation from women and children not attending school or 
engaging in economic activities due to time and effort needed to fetch water.

The target of the initiative is to provide 66% of the African rural population with access to drinking water supply 
and sanitation by 2010 and 80% by 2015. The average annual investments in the first seven years (up to 2010) 
are estimated at US$1.4 billion. Thereafter, it will be about US$940 million per annum. In order to provide access 
to safe drinking water supply and sanitation to those not served over the next two decades, the rate of increase in 
coverage during the period has to exceed 19 million rural inhabitants a year, and requires: 

(a) The development of fast-track mechanisms (flexible, transparent, and fast-paced procedures) for prepara-
tion and implementation of actions so as to significantly quicken the implementation of national rural water 
supply and sanitation programmes; 

(b) Implementation of projects, with the participation of beneficiaries, to extend and sustain rapid coverage of 
water supply and sanitation services to rural areas; 

(c) Promotion of technologies that are appropriate, based on consensus as to acceptable levels of services, ease 
of implementation, local skills and knowledge for their operation and maintenance; and 

(d) Mobilization of higher levels of funding from official development assistance (ODA) and the promotion and 
support of local initiatives for funding rural water supply and sanitation. 

The Initiative will in practice initially begin in five to seven countries with a relatively well-developed water sector 
policy and existing capacity to implement the Initiative. It will thereafter proceed to other countries on the conti-
nent. Eight countries, Algeria, Burkina Faso, Benin, Ethiopia, Ghana, Mali, Mozambique, Rwanda and Uganda, have 
been tentatively selected to commence the implementation of the Initiative. However, the final selection will be 
linked to progress made in water sector reforms and criteria in accordance with the Monterrey Consensus and will 
be made after further elaboration of the Initiative and acceptance by the countries concerned. 

The Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative, which will build on or complement ongoing activities in the sector, 
will work jointly with the African Water Facility to source some funds as well as with other cooperating partners 
involved, e.g., USAID, CIDA, JICA and the Netherlands Government. The Initiative will also work with NEPAD 
in implementing policy reforms under the IWRM policy of the Bank Group. In addition, the Initiative will use the 
framework of NEPAD and the African Ministers’ Conference on Water to generate sustained political commitment 
from RMCs. In 2003, the Bank Group approved a total of 16 loans and grants to the Water Supply and Sanita-
tion sector amounting to 290.15 million Units of Account (UA) or 16.4% of all loans and grants approved during 
the year. This placed the sector in the fourth position among the 14 sectors that benefited, after the Social sector 
(18.9 per cent), Finance (17.1) and the transport sector which received 16.6 per cent; which is set to gain further 
prominence in the Bank Group’s operations when RWSSI is formally launched this year. 
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Cumulative Bank Group Loan and Grant Approvals by Sector, 1963-2003

Sector Percentage Loan 
and Grant

Industry 5.8% 
Water Supply 7.6% 
Power Supply 9.4% 
Socia 11.7% 
Finance 13.6% 
Multisector 14.6% 
Transport 16.0% 
Agriculture 18.5% 
Other Sectors 2.8% 

Targets for Extending Access to Rural Water Supply and Sanitation in Africa
Year 2000 2010 2015 2020 2025 
Rural Population (million) 497 551 572 588 600 
Rural Pop. Served (million) 169 366 459 547 600 
Target % Served 34 66 80 93 100 
Investment Cost  (US$ billion) 9.9 4.7 4.4 4.2 

Taken from African Business; 5/1/2004 , Copyright 2004 IC Publications Ltd.
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