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· Mr. Chairman,

· Your Excellency, Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

· Honourable Ministers of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopian;

· Excellencies, Ambassadors and Members of the Diplomatic Community

· Distinguished Delegates

· Ladies and Gentlemen,
· ………………………………………
· ………………………………………
· ………………………………………
· ………………………………………
On behalf of His Excellency President Alpha Oumar Konare, Chairperson of the Commission of the African Union, who unfortunately could not be with us today due to prior commitments and has therefore delegated me to represent him and to make this Statement, may I extend the sincere gratitude of the entire African Union Commission to the Organizers for convening such an important meeting that would anticipate and plan against the impacts of climate change on Africa. H. E. Alpha Oumar Konare has asked me to extend his sincere regrets for his inability to attend and to assure you of the African Union Commission’s readiness to collaborate with all development partners and stakeholders in our common quest for viable measures that could be implemented to protect Africa against the potential negative impacts of climate change and variability. I would also like, on my own behalf, to congratulate the organizers and to welcome all the delegates to Addis Ababa, the seat of the African Union Commission.

Mr. Chairperson, Excellencies, ladies and Gentlemen, it is a recognized fact that Africa, because of wide spread poverty and consequential limited adaptation and coping capabilities, is one of the most vulnerable regions of the world to the projected impacts of climate change. It is also a known fact that most of Africa’s disasters are meteorologically related. These disasters pose a serious threat to the continent’s ability to attain the Millennium Development Goals and sustainable development. While it is projected that some parts of Africa, especially in the sahel region, may realize an increase in rainfall, and others in southern Africa may experience a reduction over the next fourty to fifty years, overall the African continent is likely to suffer unless adequate preparation are made and sufficient mitigation as well as risk reduction measures are put in place against the anticipated droughts and sea-level rises. The different scenarios of 0.5M to 1M sea-level rises given in various studies/reports are projected to have potentially devastating social, economic and environmental impacts on Africa. This results from the fact that while urbanization rates in the coastal areas of the continent are amongst the highest in the continent and indeed to a large extent in the world, Governments and municipal authorities have yet to incorporate adequate protection infrastructures in their coastal area development plans against anticipated sea-level rises, which potentially threatens billions of dollars of destruction and the inundation of whole towns in some areas. Your meeting, therefore, is of paramount importance because of its precautionary nature. 

As a prevention measure against the negative economic and livelihood impacts of climate change, Africa needs to intensify its agricultural diversification programme in a way that would ensure food self-sufficiency and sustainably contribute to food security in years of unprecedented climatic eventualities.  Climate observation could potentially play an important role in informing government policy decision in this respect. However, Africa’s efforts have to be linked to the global processes and be informed by them in a way that would further enhance the continent’s capacity to observe climate systems and analyze and apply climate information to development. 

The Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and its related Action Plan took cognizance of the economic importance of climate change and variability in its programme area on combating climate change in Africa. The African Union Commission wishes to see that the outcome of your meetings establishes the relevant linkages with the Action Plan of the NEPAD Environment Initiative for a harmonious implementation of climate change and variability as well as vulnerability reduction initiatives in the continent.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, The African Union Commission, in recognition of the importance of climate observation, and the application of climate information to guide development policy, agreed, on the request of Regional Economic Communities and economic groupings concerned, namely: ECOWAS; CEMAC; IGAD; IOC and SADC, to host the Project Management Unit of the “Africa Monitoring of the Environment for Sustainable Development (AMESD)” project. The AMESD project, the financing agreement for which is currently being finalized for subsequent presentation to the EU for approval, is a successor to the 2000 to 2005 project, called “Preparation for the Use of Meteosat Second Generation for Africa (PUMA)”, also funded under the European Development Fund. It will be recalled that through the PUMA Project, almost all Member States of the African Union had satellite-receiving stations installed or existing ones refurbished, mainly in national meteorological services. The PUMA project also trained about 350 African experts to maintain and operate the stations. The AMESD Project is designed to operationalize the PUMA infrastructure project. Through the authority of the European Organisation for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites’ (EUMETSAT), PUMA will use EUMETSAT’s Broadcast Service for Environmental Data (EUMETCast) system to downloading free satellite data, including meteorological data, for development purposes up to 2018. The principal ultimate objectives of AMESD are to help African countries to: 

· Design, implement, monitor and evaluate regional and continental environmental policies in support of sustainable development; 

· Improve the socio-economic and environmental well-being of African populations; 

· Meet obligations towards international environmental treaties; and

·  Participate in international efforts of global environmental monitoring. 

The AMESD Project is therefore strategically relevant to the ACP-EU partnership agreement; the G8 Summit conclusions in Avian in 2003, and Gleneagles in 2005; the EU development policy and strategy for Africa; Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) and many other regional and international development policies and initiatives.

The African Union Commission hopes that the presence of regional and global partners at this meeting will help guide your deliberations towards the development of coherent, as opposed to fragmented, strategies for Africa to address climate change issues through the help of coordinated and or harmonized policies and implementation plans. Only through this harmonization and coordination, wherever possible, could Africa effectively in reap the region-wide benefits of climate observations for sustainable development. To this end the outcome of your meeting should contribute to the development and or strengthening of the coping capabilities of our nations and local communities in line with the objectives of the Hyogo Framework of Action adopted by the World Community in Japan in 2005. The African region is already the poorest region in the world. We should every possibility of climate observation and prediction for the purpose of poverty reduction given our heavy dependency on environmental resources for the sustenance of livelihood systems. 

Let me once more assure you of the African Union’s commitment to this and to subsequent consultative processes as well as to the coordinated and effective implementation of their outcomes.

I wish you a successful meeting and I thank you all for your kind attention. 
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