OPENING REMARKS BY PRESIDENT WMO RA I (AFRICA), DR. M.S. MHITA AT THE GCOS MEETING ADDIS ABABA, 18-21 ARPIL 2006

Hon.

Excellencies

Distinguished Participants

Ladies and gentlemen

It is a great honour and privilege for me to have this opportunity to give some opening remarks during the opening of the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) meeting here in Addis Ababa Ethiopia. I will give a few remarks in my capacity as the President of WMO Regional Association I (Africa).

Ladies Gentlemen,


GCOS as an observing system was developed after it was established that there is need to have information on a global scale that would be made available to various stakeholders for use in addressing various climate related issues facing humanity today.  The system’s functioning is summed up as a comprehensive “user driven operational system aimed at providing observations required for monitoring the climate system, for detecting and attributing climate change, for assessing the impacts of climate variability and change, and supporting research toward improved understanding modeling and prediction of the climate systems”.   The system adopts a total and integrated approach to addressing climate issues through the main domains of the atmosphere, oceans and land.

The GCOS has the objectives of meeting the needs for: 

· Climate system monitoring climate change detection and monitoring the impacts of the response to climate change, especially in terrestrial ecosystems and mean sea-level;

· Climate data for application to national economic development;

· Research toward improved understanding, modeling and prediction of the climate system.

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

GCOS therefore plays a very important role in the world today where the global climate as it relates to predictability, application and especially climate change and its likely consequences on the social and economic development of individuals, communities, nations and the whole world is a topical subject in every walk of life.  Although GCOS plays a role such great importance, it cannot assure the availability of data to the users because it does not carry out observations.  Instead it is only a facilitator which encourages, support, and coordinates global observations.  The observations are carried out at national level-by NMHSs The WMO coordinates timely observations standards through WWW and exchange through the Global Telecommunication Systems (GTS).

The issue of adequacy of the Global Climate Observing Systems was the subject of a meeting of the 4th Conference of parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1998.  The meeting noted and concluded that there were serious observational deficiencies with respect to climate needs in relation to consistency, spatial and temporal coverage, procedures, quality and number of observations, and exchange.  Specifically the meeting pointed out four areas of inadequacies that needed to be addressed, namely,

· Satisfactory global coverage for many of the essential climate variables has not been achieved;

· Regional coverage is not adequate in many areas for both surface and upper air observations from large parts of Africa, Asia, and South America.  Ironically these were cited as regions where impacts of climate change are expected to be most severe.

· Observations of selected variable often do not have adequate accuracy or precision to be reliably used as indicators of climate change and

· Key data set, although collected are often not effectively exchanged. 

Recommendations for addressing these challenges were made and a call was made to all nations and concerned parties to be committed to cooperate and work together to provide global coverage for the key variables and to exchange information more effectively of the needed atmospheric, oceanic, and terrestrial systems. Each party was called upon to “undertake programmes of systematic observations in accordance with national plans, which they should develop in concert with the overall strategy for global climate observations.”

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This challenge was made nearly a decade ago to all parties concerned with addressing climate issues namely to GCOS, WMO, UNESCO, IRI, IOC, UNEP, WHO, ICSU and other international organizations that support the Climate Agenda, and to nations. All concerned have played a commendable role since that time in meeting the set challenges. It is high time as we sit during this meeting in Addis Ababa to reflect on those challenges of a decade ago and to take stock of what has been achieved or could not be achieved. We should ask ourselves whether, as was required, our national plans today contain commitments to undertake specific implementation actions, that data required to meet the climate objectives is exchanged between nations and relevant organizations, that support is given to countries in need to develop capacity to collect and utilize observational data to meet local and regional needs, that countries are supportive of national meteorological observing systems and particularly GCOS station networks based on the WWW and GCOS are fully operational and best practices are maintained, that countries are supportive as well of both the ocean and surface observing systems.

For what I know, Europe and North America have played their local and regional roles fully in contributing towards the integrated observation and acquisition of global atmospheric, terrestrial and ocean data. As for the other Regions some improvements have been made too but the major constrains have remained inadequate resources to build and sustain the required observational capacity. In the case of Africa this is true for even the basic surface network!

It is with this background that we hope the donor community and development partners can play an important role in improving the GCOS network in Africa. This will enhance the NMSs’ contribution to socio-economic development and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), protection of the environments; safety of life and property; sustainable development, safe land, air and sea transport.

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This meeting is offering us a great opportunity to reflect and review our past plans, commitments, actions and achievements. However, as we do that, we know very well that the Global Climate Observing System objectives are still valid today. Nevertheless, their realization needs all of us (the climate community, stakeholders, users and the donor community) to work together to develop and implement new strategies for the common good of all humanity.

I thank the organizers GCOS, WMO, ECA, IRI and others for making possible important workshop. I also thank the development partners for their support and look forward to a useful workshop.

Thank you.

