Honorable Ministers;

Your Excellencies Representatives of International Organizations and Agencies;
Ambassadors and Representatives of Countries;

Directors and Representatives of Registrar Offices;

Directors and Representatives of National Statistical Offices;

Invited Guests;

Dear Participanes of this Conlerence

Excelloncies; Ludies and Gentlomen

It is a grear honor o prvilege for me and my gevernment to welcome you all; with special
emphasis 1w our sisters and brothers who mveled from so far away to come to our peaceful
contnrry to artend this important and historic first Conference of African Ministers Responsible for
Civil Registration, In the same spirit ler me extend my own and my government's sincere

appreciation to the organizers and sponsors of this fundamental event for making it a realioy.

Fhe government and people of Erhiopis are overwhelmingly honored to host this remarkable
gathering. This is o clear mdication that you appreciate our initial efforts towards ensuring that
principles of good aovernunee and human righes are respected nor only in our Region but also

around the globe.

Dear Participants,

As weeall know, Atrica 1 experenong numerous changes in various sectors and the changes are
still underway, Ar the same nmes we Afrcans are alse strugeling in addressing the challenges
emanating from globalizition, climare chanee, il war, the current elobal cconomic slowdown,
shortage of food, and discasess Inorder 1o address these challenges based on evidences,
establishment and deselopment of refialle and rmely statistical dara has become more erucial than
ever betore, For instunee, given the current situation, where the Echiopian CLONOMY 15 registering
an impressive growth rare of over 1O per annom, the government of Ethiopia has recognized the
need for o strong National Statistical System (NSS) in managing socic-cconomic chianges taking

place in the countoy.



[he governmenr of Ethiopin hag committed irself to an agenda of results and, to realize thig,
almast all pu‘.‘.-lj': INATENLEIOE S ke i‘IiTTL‘ch L]t‘.ﬂigﬂing, ar are in the ProCess af im['Jh:.Tm!ru'[mg,
Business Process Recngmeermg (BPRY ro bring about fundamental change in their services and
pave the way tor performanve (results) management. Moreover, the government is implementing
the poverty reduction stratvey fe a plan for Accelerared and Sustainable Development to End
Poverty (PASDYEPR), the Millennivm Development Goals (MDGs) and other national, regional and
sectaral deselopment plans. All these require olear and systematic measurement, monitoring and
evaluarion of the achicvement of outpurs, sutdonies and the impact of development policies and
plan tareerts. [ thas respecr, civil tegistrarion and vital staristics svstem is one of the fundamental

mcasures to be mken e Atricans

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

As all of vou knew, o good regstrinon svstem should be continuous, permanent, compulsory and
universal recording ot the veeurrence and characteristics of vital events, as prescribed by the
United Nations, and it has dusl purposes: administrative and lesal on the one hand, and
statistical on the ather hand. Cnil Regissmrion is the best source of derailed; accurate, relevant and
rimely Viral Sraristics (VS) ar any level of disageregation including the lowest administrative units
of the countrivi. Morcover, Vit Statisties i crucial and drreplaceable component of 4 national
statistical system s it generates numerical prodile of the mose precious resource of any country - its
human capital. We all recognize that we are in the era where great emphasis has been given to the
need for evidence bused planning and on purting mechanisms for monitoring and evaluating
development resultss This pliced statisties ar the center of the development initiatives and in
particilar with regard w moenitoring progress towards MDGs, Civil Registration and  Vieal
Statistivs Systems play o oritical role. Throueh proper functioning civil registration, a petson's
existenee van be recognized - Llentines, cinzenships and property rights ¢an be established and
protected, crocial dara van be provided ro policy mukers charged with designing and plannding
healeh systems; as well s provisions of services can be addressed adequately, In general, Civil
Registration provides leanl evidences thiat restities a person’s identity, serves in protection of seviral
human nghts privileges and s a crtwal da source for policy makers and in designing and

provasion of socinl, economic, and adpnistenive services.

However, not everybody recognizes these important aspeets, and this is where our major challenge
lies, Cavil Registration Syvseem in Atricn has significent difficulties pertaining to the following

problems, which makes the svseem i effwene



s Lack of political commitmoens

o Inadeguate repistration facilities

o [nadeguare ficld persomnel

o Lack of infrastrycnr

o [elays of adminisirarive proviedures inftorce

o Poor management of Jdata on vital records and poor presesvation of vital tecords on civil
repIstrition

o Multiple resisrrinions

o Linavailabilioy of dira processime and aralysis wools

o Poor qualiny ot dara

e DPenalry for lire rewiseration of evenes in some countries and nat in all

o Lack of motvanon 1o semster o the pare of the population due to ipnoerance about the
impottance of cegstration, leadione o low Tevels of registration

] r}i:|:1‘:.':~' I TeeTEttat e ol events

All of these problems, which are nor exhaustive, cause the dara colleceed to be unreliable,
ourdated, partially complered and led to Lok of information needed for decision making as well

as for development planning and policy tormulanon.

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

In many pars of Afrea, because of the above mentioned difficulries, national statistical offices are
tacing challenges on the production of official startisties due ro lack or poorly functioning of Civil
Registration and Vital Statistical Swstemes in their countries. Even where the system was there, it
lacks complereness wid adeguacy tor the purpese. This Ministerial Conféréence responsible for
Civil Registration 15 believed 1o be 4 sood apportunity o further strengthen the polirical
commitment of African couneres governments' enlumee or motivate awareness of professionals in
the area and the role of Clivll Regisrrmtion System ds an input in measuring development progress

and sovial changes in Atrica, B adse espeaed thar, this conference will give dn apportinity to
strengthen partmership parncularly among the professionals of the region through exchange of

views, fdeas and best pracnices i the fiekd.

It 35 well documented thar only fow countries in Africa have a fully functioning Civil Registration
System with complete regisrration of births, Jdeaths and cause of death, whereas the overwhelming
majority lacks thizsyaem, Thi= abeenve or incompletencss of civil registration creates a “Scandal of
Inwisibiliey"—where most peaple in Atrica born and die without leaving a trace in any legal recard

or offtal statstics and even thelr vowes unheard in any activities of their governments.



The deeprooted canses tor this are minnly associated with the lack of political will and
commitment to develop eitective ¢l registrntion system, lack of knowledee base abour the system
and more fovus on project npe nivstives rather than long term establishmenr of the Civil

Remistration Svstem:

Civtl Registration needs ro be established or serensrhened with the obyjectives of serving, ensuring
aniel safeguarding the basic human rights of 1he people, improving the efficiency and fairness of the
justice gystem, tacilivaring the healthoeducion and other social services o the public, provision of
vital statistics and establishune waional wenrity and security system wich the legal records of all

Citizens.. et

Honorable Ministers, Dear Pirticipants,

Maost developing countries, wcluding those o our continent Africa, have made commitment to
the results agenda or manuging development results which aims to achieve susmined improvement
i the well-being of people i thor respoctive countries; such as more children educared, fewer
infants dying, wnd more families are lined onr of poverty, Managing for tesules incorporates
strategics for both Poverny Redudtion Straegies (PRSs) and for targeting the Millennium
Development Goals IMDWs) s well as other nptional development plans and programs which aim
ter make an impact on the developmcar perloruanee in developing countries. It is important that
countries recognize civil registranion as o developimental and human rights issues and our ability to
monitor progress i this regard witl depend on having a funcrional civil registration system and

availability of generating celmble and tonely vital stavistics.

Even in the production ot viral sraristics, National Statistical Offices need o confront challenges
linked to the fact thar there i o nied Tor jntellectual, technolegical, logistical, political and
E H E

administeative comperenvy i data collection and processing and in ensuring data integrity.

Excellencies, Ladics and Gentlemen

Finally, on behalf of the Erhuopian goversnient, | urge the participants of this conferenice whom
representing  Afrwea, 1o strenaly cooperare and support each other in establishing  and
strengthening vivil registration sestem that would benefit each and every individual citizen of our
nations and to reguest your conumitment i promoeting civil registration as priority development
agenda for Africa. Av this point in time, [ would also insist on Regional and International
development partners, o join hatuds i supporting Africa in managing rhis significant

development intervention which promotes democriey and good governance in the continent,



It is also my expecrarion that the experiences which will be shared during this conference, the
resolutions and recommuenditiions whicl will come our of this conferenice will improve African
countries politieal leaders” communment and caralyze African countries to move this asenda
forward o develop as well s noplemen an mregrated Civil Registration System with in their

COLMtries.

Distinguished Guests; Ladies and Gentlemen

With rthis remarks, [ luve the henor 1o declare that che Rﬁgia‘mu] Ministernial Conference

Responsible for Chvil Registration s oftivially cpened.

PWISH YOI ALL THE BEST!

-



