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Annotated Provisional Agenda

FIRST PROGRAMME:  27-28 March 2006: Workshop on Building African Capacity to Implement the Outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in the Spheres of Libraries and Access to Information and Knowledge

	Monday, 27 March 2006


	08.30 - 09.00
	Registration

	09.00 - 11.00
	Session 1: Opening Session

	Moderator: Ms. Kay Raseroka, University Librarian, University of Botswana and Immediate Past President, IFLA

	Welcome address
	Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)

	
	

	Opening remarks
	Ms. Jane Wu, Chairperson, IFLA-GIOPS/Chief Librarian, FAO Rome

	Introductory remarks
	Ms. Petrina Amonoo, Chief Librarian, ECA will invite participants to briefly introduce themselves, their institutions and express their expectations of the conference. 


	10:45-11:00
	Tea Break

	
	

	11.00 - 13.00
	Session 2: WSIS outcomes on access and content: overview and strategic importance

	Moderator: Dr. Linus Ikpaahindi, National Librarian, National Library of Nigeria

Rapporteur: Ms. Sarah Batuwa, East African Economic Community

	The session will be devoted to the elaboration of the outcomes of WSIS related to libraries and access to information and knowledge and how those principles, commitments and objectives dovetail with those of ECA, IFLA and related information services professions.



	
	a) IFLA and WSIS: a common tapestry; by Mr. Francis Kirkwood, Library of Parliament, Ottawa, Canada and IFLA/FAIFE
b) ECA and WSIS, by Ms. Eskedar Nega, ECA

c) WSIS outcomes and goals for libraries, free information access and public knowledge, by Mr. Matthew Baker, ECA
d) Discussion 


	13:00 - 14:30
	Lunch Break


	14:30 - 17:30
	Session 3: Development of follow-through programmes in Africa

	Moderator: Ms. Helena Asamoah-Hassan, Chair, IFLA Africa Section and President, Ghana Library Association

Rapporteur:  Mr. Matthew Baker, ECA

	This session will feature papers recommending action programmes for the implementation of WSIS outcome in the context of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and why and how dialogue and advocacy are essential tools for generating public will, and  for spurring action by policy makers and other stakeholders. 



	14.30 - 16:15
	

	
	a) Towards an action framework for the implementation of WSIS principles, commitments and plans in support of MDGs in Africa; by Mr. Abraham Azubuike
b) Discussion 

	16:15 - 16.30
	Tea Break

	16.30 - 17.30
	a) Virtues and mechanisms of effective policy dialogue and advocacy in the information sector;  by Abraham Azubuike

b) Discussion 


	Tuesday, 28 March 2006



	09:00 - 10.00
	Session 4: Innovative operational and technical strategies for content and access

	Moderator: Ms. Eskedar Nega, ECA (9:00 – 10:30) and Mrs. Jacinta Were, University of Nairobi and IFLA Africa Section (10:45 – 13:00)
Rapporteur:  Mr. Garoma Daba, Africa Union

	The session will focus on the role of libraries in bridging the digital divide through the provision of access to ICT and information. It will also feature how innovative strategies, including the development and deployment of digital libraries, institutional repositories and professional network can be used to support development initiatives. 



	09.00 - 10.30
	a) Libraries as ICT and information access points in Africa – success cases and best practices, by Mrs. Jacinta Were, University of Nairobi and IFLA Africa Section

b) The development and use of digital libraries, institutional digital repositories and open access archives for research and national development in Africa: opportunities and challenges; Dr. Justin Chisenga, FAO Regional Office, Ghana
c) Discussion

	10.30 - 10.45
	Tea Break

	10.45 – 13.00
	a) The Role of governments in planning and developing digital libraries in developing countries; by Prof. Radia Adam Mohamed, University of Khartoum

b) Essential strategies and skill sets towards creating digital libraries using open source software; by Dr. M.G. Sreekumar, Librarian, India Institute of Management, Kozhikode.

c) Establishing and managing development networks in Africa: success cases, best practices, and perspectives on AVLIN, Prof. Anaba Alemna, University of Ghana, Legon

d) vLAC – the potential for African librarians, by Mr. Dawit Isayas, ECA

e) Discussion


	13:00 - 14:30
	Lunch Break


	14:30 - 17:30
	Session 5: Brainstorming/Focus groups on action frameworks for implementation at the regional, national, local and institutional levels

	Moderator: Ms. Kay Raseroka, University Librarian, University of Botswana and Immediate Past President, IFLA and Prof. Anaba Alemna, University of Ghana, Legon
Rapporteur: Ms. Florie Cole, ECA

	This session will use brainstorming and discussion groups to consider options for the development of action frameworks for implementing the outcomes of WSIS at the regional, national, local and institutional levels across Africa

	14.30 - 16:15
	a)  Briefing on the format of focus group discussions

b)  Brainstorming/Focus groups on each of the four levels of implementation.

	16:15 - 16.30
	Tea Break

	16.30 - 17.30
	a) Group presentations/recommendations on model action frameworks

b) Discussion
c) Closing of the 1st programme 


SECOND PROGRAMME: 29-30 March 2006:  International Seminar on the Strategic Management and Democratic Use of Government Information in Africa

	Wednesday, 29 March 2006


	09.00 - 13.00
	Session 6:  Strategic and African perspectives on government information

	Moderator: Mr. John Tsebe, National Librarian, National Library of South Africa

Rapporteur: Ms. Tseli  Moshoeshoe,  Lesotho Library Consortium

	The Chairperson of IFLA/GIOPS, Ms. Jane Wu, will address participants on the role of government information in development, and the activities of GIOPS in promoting best practices on the management and use of government information and official publications.  An assessment of the priority placed on access to information and knowledge in African development strategies will also be presented. The background documentation from Harare seminar will be distributed.

	09.00 - 10.45
	a) Keynote presentation: a strategic approach to government and inter-governmental information for Africa, by Ms. Jane Wu, IFLA/GIOPS and FAO, Rome. 
b) The priority placed on access to information and knowledge in African development strategies: an analytical overview, By Abraham Azubuike, ECA
c) Discussion


	10:45-11:00
	Tea Break

	11.00 - 13.00
	a) Strengthening free access to information and free expression through libraries in Africa = Faire accroître le libre accès à l’information et la liberté d’expression en Afrique par les services de la bibliothèque; by Mr. Francis Kirkwood.

b) Discussion


	13:00 - 14:30
	Lunch Break


	14:30 - 17:30
	Session 7:  Access and management of government information in Africa

	Moderator: Mr. Gray Nyali, Director, Malawi National Library

Rapporteur: ECA

	The session will concentrate on assessing how government information is managed and used in Africa, using Kenyan practices as the points of reference. It will cover strategic issues such as legislation and institutions, as well as factors that affect the effectiveness of relevant institutions and public access. The session will also feature a roundtable discussion on the extent the case of Kenya is typical of what obtains in most of Africa. Participants will use the forum to solicit and share best practices.



	14.30 – 16.15
	a) Strategic management and use of government information in Africa: the case of Kenya; by Mr. Charles Nandain, International Christian University, Nairobi, Kenya.

b) Management of government information in Kenya: by Mr. George G. Shibanda, Western University College of Science and Technology, Kakamega, Kenya. 
c) Factors hindering effective management of government information in Kenya; by Ms. Nerisa Kamar,  Egerton University,  Njoro, Kenya.

	16.15 – 16.30
	Tea Break

	16.30 – 17.30
	Round table and plenary discussion: Beyond Kenya and out of Africa – is the Kenyan case typical of country government information strategies? All participants.


	Thursday, 30 March 2006



	09:00 - 13.00
	 Session 8:  Freedom of access to information and development

	Moderator: Ms. Victoria Okojie, President, Nigerian Library Association and Registrar, Librarians Registration Council of Nigeria

Rapporteur: Ms. Sarah Batuwa, East African Economic Community

	Freedom of access to public information as a vital element of democracy and its role in development will be the focus of this session. Two research papers will be presented on the current status in sub-Saharan Africa, especially how difficult and slow it is to develop and deploy the relevant legislations. The session will also feature a Town Hall and debate on the contributions free access to information bring to the democratic progress and economic development in Africa.  



	09.00 - 10.30
	a) The right to access to government information, democracy and development in sub-Saharan Africa: by Ms. Marion L.N. Chibambo, University of Swaziland

b) Insistence and resistance: the NGO’s struggle for access to government information in Nigeria; by Dr. Lukman I. Diso, Bayero University, Kano, Nigeria

	10.30 - 10.45
	Tea Break

	10.45 – 13.00
	a) Town Hall and Debate from the Floor: Is free access to information essential to democratic progress and economic development in Africa? If so, why? Moderator:  Mr. Francis Kirkwood, IFLA FAIFE

b) b) Conclusions from the Town Hall

	13:00 - 14:30
	Lunch Break


	14:30 - 17:30
	Session 9:  Looking backward, looking forward

	Moderator: Ms. Petrina Amonoo, Chief Librarian, ECA
Rapporteur: Mr. Matthew Baker, ECA

	This session will feature presentations on relevant ongoing and planned special initiatives, and also review the progress made in the management, promotion and use of government information in Africa since the first IFLA/GIOPs seminar was held in Harare in 1994. Access to Information Network-Africa will be formed during this session.

	14.30 - 16:15
	a) The GIOPS Anglophone Africa Seminar in Harare in December 1994: review and discussion of the papers and resolutions distributed to participants. Twelve years after, what has changed? What is still there to do? Ms. Tseli Moshoeshoe; and all participants.

b) Review of seminar presentations and conference outcomes. The way forward. By IFLA GIOPS and FAIFE representatives.
c) Access to Information Network – Africa: discussion and vote on the proposal to set up a professional network to promote access to and more effective use of government information for democratic and economic development in Africa.

	16:15 - 16.30
	Tea Break

	16.30 - 17.30
	Briefings on global and regional initiatives:
a) The forthcoming Sub-Saharan African High-Level Colloquium on Information Literacy and Lifelong Learning, by Ms. Helena Asamoah-Hassan and Ms. Kay Raseroka
b) ECA communication strategy and outreach to libraries; by Mr. Max Jarrett, ECA

	17.30 – 18.00
	 Closing remarks
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