                           [image: image1.png]


                                                                                  [image: image2.png]2 §4VL~




                     UNITED NATIONS

    ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA



L/ECA/DISD/AVLIN/5
Guidelines for AVLIN Membership (Draft)

Criteria for Membership

The following criteria for membership will guide participation in the network:

· AVLIN will be composed of libraries, information and documentation centres, systems, clearing-houses, research institutions, agencies and institutions in the African Region that are interested in promoting knowledge sharing and networking activities in the development field;

· Members may be representatives of university/academic and research institutions at the national, sub-regional or regional level in the African Region;

· Associate or affiliate membership shall be open to centres, information systems and networks outside the African Region which may have some special contributions to make towards the advancement of the goals of AVLIN.

Responsibilities of Members 

All categories of members of the network shall be expected to:

· actively co-operate with other network members to promote better ways of identifying and improving the flow of development information within the region;

· institute co-operative arrangements to facilitate the strengthening of development information activities;

· agree to utilize, whenever possible, those standards for information exchange adopted for the use of network members;

· ensure appropriate physical and human capacities for active participation in AVLIN and be responsible for providing content and related input into the network;

· provide the AVLIN Secretariat with information  on their respective development information activities as they pertain to the development and  implementation of digital and virtual libraries;

· contribute information for inclusion in AVLIN promotional activities and publications (including the AVLIN newsletter);

· share information, knowledge, experiences and expertise to the extent possible;

· establish and maintain the infrastructures necessary for promoting the overall aims and objectives of AVLIN.

Governance 

The AVLIN Advisory Committee (AAC) will be responsible for providing policy and technical guidance for AVLIN. It will also facilitate fund raising activities to ensure that AVLIN can remain sustainable without too much reliance on donor funding. The AAC will meet once every two years to conduct its business and advise the ECA accordingly. In between these formal meetings it shall use appropriate channels (eg. listserve, discussion list etc.) to communicate with the AVLIN secretariat in Addis Ababa.  
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