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Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Colleagues,

We are gathered here today to mark global efforts to fight violence against women and girls. The theme of this year's International Women's Day, "Ending impunity for violence against women," calls for stronger commitment and action. The widespread impunity that exists today not only encourages further abuses and suffering, but sends the signal that male violence against women is acceptable or normal. It is not. Together, we can and must do more to prevent violence against women, provide services to survivors, and ensure that perpetrators are punished. 

Gender-based violence reflects inequities between men and women and compromises the health, dignity, integrity, security and autonomy of its victims. It encompasses a wide range of human rights violations, including sexual abuse of children, rape, domestic violence, sexual assault and harassment, trafficking of women and girls and several harmful traditional practices. Any one of these abuses can leave deep psychological scars, damage the health of women and girls particularly their reproductive and sexual health, and in some instances, result to death. We in the UN recognize that violence against women is inextricably linked to gender-based inequalities. Thus, every effort should be made to break gender barriers and ensure that the voices of women are heard. At the same time, it is also important to change the paradigm of masculinity that allows for the resolution of conflict through violence. One strategy is to engage men – policy makers, parents and young boys — in discourse about the dynamics and consequences of violence.

Domestic violence is the most common form of gender-based violence. In every country where reliable data exist, between 10 and 69 per cent of women report an intimate partner in their lifetime has physically abused them. Other widespread forms of violence include systematic rape - used as a weapon of war, leaving millions of women and adolescent girls traumatized, forcibly impregnated, or infected with HIV. In Asia, at least 60 million girls are ‘missing' due to prenatal sex selection, infanticide or neglect. Female genital mutilation/cutting affects an estimated 130 million women and girls. Each year, 2 million more undergo the practice. Violence against women also takes the form of other harmful practices – such as child marriage, honour killings, acid burning, dowry-related violence, and widow inheritance and cleansing.  Forced prostitution, trafficking for sex and sex tourism appear to be growing problems. Each year, an estimated 800,000 people are trafficked across borders – 80 per cent of them women and girls. 

While progress has been made in the adoption of laws, much greater action is needed to ensure that laws are enforced and awareness is raised.  Today, 89 governments have some legislative provisions that specifically address domestic violence; marital rape may be prosecuted in at least 104 countries; 90 governments have some form of legislative provision against sexual harassment; and 93 nations have legal provisions against human trafficking. 

The United Nations is committed to the conviction that violence against women and girls is unacceptable and will no longer be tolerated.  The United Nations work is drawn from the international Conventions and Declarations on women and human rights. These include the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women, adopted by the UN General Assembly, the World Conference on Human Rights (Vienna 1993), the International Conference on Population and Development (1994) and the 4th World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995), among others. These conferences contain some of the most important conventions and declarations that guide the work of the UN and its member States. 

The UN is engaged in raising awareness of the occurrence of violence in the country – ranging from harmful practices to trafficking. UN supported activities include marking the 16-days White Ribbon Campaign, International Day on FGM/C and large-scale awareness building activities. Also, UN agencies support capacity building of Parliamentarians to advocate for legislative reform and enforcement of laws for the promotion and protection of women’s rights to reproductive health choices and informed consent, including promotion of women’s awareness of laws. The UN also supports research that provides evidence on violence, particularly in light of the fact that violence against women and girls is under-reported. Agencies such as UNICEF, UNFPA and UNDP support community based preventative efforts against the practice of Early Marriage and FGM/C and for the Promotion of Legal Rights. The UN recognises that the end of Gender Based Violence is largely driven by gender inequalities, thus calling for promotion of gender equality and women’s empowerment. In this area, the UN is represented in the Gender Donors Group and is an important partner in supporting the national gender machinery. Within the UN Gender Technical Working Group, Chaired by UNFPA, member agencies are engaged in closely monitoring the outcome of UN support in reducing gender inequalities. Several of members of the UN family in fact support rights to Education, Sexual & Reproductive Health, Livelihood and Legal Rights – which are the fundamental fabrics of a human rights, based approach to sustainable development and fostering women’s empowerment.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the United Nations recognizes that ending gender-based violence will mean changing cultural concepts about masculinity, and that process must actively engage men, whether they are policy makers, parents, spouses or young boys. Together, we can change deeply rooted attitudes and practices that discriminate against women and girls. And together, we can ensure that all those who respond to violence against women—whether they are police officers, judges, lawyers, immigration officials, medical personnel, or social workers—are sensitized and trained to provide a response that is compassionate and comprehensive. Every woman and girl should live in a home where she is free from the threat of violence. Every girl should be able to attend school without the risk of abuse. Every woman and girl should be free from gender-based violence.

I thank you for your attention![image: image1.png]
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