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Message from H.E J.A Kufuor, President 
of Ghana

The signing of the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action for the World The signing of the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action for the World TSummit on the Information Society (WSIS) in Geneva in December 2003 TSummit on the Information Society (WSIS) in Geneva in December 2003 Tunderlines our commitment to employ the enabling capacities of Informa-Tunderlines our commitment to employ the enabling capacities of Informa-T
tion and Communications Technology (ICT) to improve the fortunes of our 
people. 

It is indeed an honour for the Government and the people of Ghana to be ac-
corded the privilege to host this second Africa Regional Preparatory Conference 
of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in collaboration with 
the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA). 

Th e Conference theme, “Access - Africa’s key to an inclusive Information Society”, mirrors the conti-
nent’s resolve to totally embrace a common vision and strategy for an information-based society that 
not only recognizes ICT as a tool for economic innovation, but also, as a platform for socio-economic 
development. ICTs also provide developing nations with unprecedented opportunities to reduce pov-
erty, achieve basic healthcare and education - all part of achieving Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG’s). Th ose nations that succeed in harnessing the potential of ICTs can look forward to greatly 
expanded economic growth, dramatically improved human welfare and stronger forms of democratic 
governance, for instance. 

Consequently, the capital of Ghana, Accra becomes an historic stopover in an African journey towards 
an Information Society that began in Bamako, Mali n 2002 (the fi rst African Regional Conference) to 
Tunis, via Geneva.

We as a nation are indeed proud to be part of such a prestigious process whose tangible rewards permeate 
the cross section of society for nations that possess the vision and will to embrace the goals of ICTs for 
development.

In parallel to this, it also becomes of paramount importance to implement policies, legal and regulatory 
interventions which are conducive to the successful incorporation of ICT’s into the socio-economic de-
velopment agenda.

Th e Republic of Ghana for your information has an existing ICT policy which identifi ed fourteen pillars 
to support socio-economic development. Th ese include health, education good governance and com-
merce. Th ere also exists a transparent legal and regulatory framework - a must for would be investors.

Th e fi rst Conference, held under the auspices of His Excellency, Alpha Oumar Konare, President of the 
Republic of Mali was aimed at sensitizing and seeking our countries input into the World Summit on 
the Information Society (WSIS) process. Th is was aided by African Information Society Initiative (AISI), 
which is the regional framework for building an inclusive Information Society.

Th e contribution of the Mali conference fed into the fi rst phase of the WSIS held in Geneva in Decem-
ber 2003. Th e Summit provided a global platform where key players deliberated on the development 
of a common vision for building an inclusive Information Society and also adopted a Declaration of 
Principles and Plan of Action setting the stage for bridging the digital divide between developing and 

H.E. J.A. Kufuor
President of Ghana 
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developed countries – the gulf between knowledge and ignorance, the development gap between the 
rich and the poor.

Th e baton in this journey has now been handed over to Ghana to assess, through this Conference, the 
progress achieved in respect of the WSIS Plan of Action and also adopt a Regional Plan of Action which 
will promote multi-stakeholder partnerships in the building of an inclusive Information Society.

It is my fervent hope that the outcome of this Conference will not only be a common position and a 
regional statement on major ICT issues relevant to the continent, but the creation of a strategic and 
interdependent digital partnership that will promote economic growth and human development in the 
continent.

Th e baton in this Africa journey will fi nally be handed over to Tunisia for the consideration of the second 
phase of the WSIS in November 2005. Th is Summit will focus on the follow up on the Geneva Declara-
tion of Principles and Plan of Action by stakeholders at national, regional and international levels.

It only remains for me to wish this event and all its side activities feeding into the main conference suc-
cessful deliberations.
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Annotated Agenda:  Second WSIS Africa 
Regional Preparatory Conference

Under the framework of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and in the 
context of the African Information Society Initiative (AISI), the African Regional Preparatory 
Conference will contribute to the elaboration of an Action Plan for Africa and the Knowledge 

Economy (APAKE). Th e conference will make concrete proposals for facilitating investments in ICTs, 
and recommendations on e-strategies and e-applications, access and content, human resource develop-
ment and global partnerships for digital inclusion.  

Th e Accra outputs will be used to prepare Africa’s negotiating postion at the second phase of the World 
Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) to be held in Tunis in 2005. Th e Summit will be held 
under the auspices of the Ministerial oversight Committee and with the technical coordination of a 
strengthened Bamako Bureau. Moreover the Accra outputs will constitute Africa’s contribution to the 
WSIS meetings to be held in Geneva in February 2005, namely, the Th ematic Meeting on Indicators, 
the Working Group on Internet Governance, the Task Force on Financing Mechanisms and the Second 
Meeting of the Preparatory Committee (Prepcom2) of the WSIS.  

Day 1: Wednesday 2 February: 
Opening and General Debate 

10:00 - 12:00 Welcoming address by:

• H.E J.A Kufuor, President of Ghana

Opening statements by:

• Heads of State and Government

• Representatives of international organizations

• Civil society

• Private sector

• Other invited speakers

Video show: “Th e challenges on ICT development in Africa”

Venue: Accra International Conference Centre
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12:00 - 12:30 Exhibition Tour

An ICT4-D exhibition will take place at the International Conference Centre 31 
January - 4 February 2005 and will be an important component of the Accra 
conference. It will provide an opportunity for representatives of local and inter-
national business, government, UN system, international and local organizations, 
and the media to showcase products and services to the 2000 participants attend-
ing the conference. 

Th e President of Ghana, H.E J.A Kufuor will offi  cially open the exhibition.

12:30 - 14:30 Lunch Break

15:30 - 16:00 Report on the Implementation of the Geneva decisions

Th e fi rst phase of WSIS that took place in Geneva 11 – 13 December 2003 created 
a common vision and action plan on how to deal with the new challenges of the In-
formation Society, specifi cally identifying ways to help bridge the digital divide. Th e 
Action Plan adopted 10 objectives to be achieved by 2015. In September 2004, ECA 
and the Bamako Bureau disseminated a questionnaire containing 12 sections based 
on the general objectives, goals and targets as well as the action lines of the WSIS 
Action Plan with a view to measuring the current level of implementation of these 
objectives in African countries. 

Th e session will discuss the results of the questionnaire and the outcome will be used 
to establish a road map for the realization of key elements of the Action Plan in all 
countries by 2015.

Th e Minister of Communication and New Information Technologies from Mali will 
lead the discussions.

16:00 - 16:30 Matters arising from the Meeting of the African Ministers in 
charge of ICT
To enable better coordination of Africa’s participation and input in the WSIS pro-
cess, and upon invitation from President Olusegun Obasanjo of the NEPAD Head 
of States Implementing Committee, President Aboulaye Wade of Senegal hosted a 
meeting of African Ministers responsible for ICT from 19 to 20 April 2004.  Th e 
meeting established the African Ministerial Committee for the Follow up of WSIS 
composed of 13 countries, with the AU and ECA providing institutional and lo-
gistical support. Th e Follow up Committee will meet on 1 February 2005 to take 
stock of its activities since its establishment in April 2004 and deliberate on the way 
forward .

Th e Minister of Posts, Telecommunications and Promotion of New Information 
Technologies from Senegal will lead the discussions.

16:30 - 17:30 Matters arising from the Summit of the African Union

Th e Executive Council of AU, during its 5th Ordinary Session held in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, 30 June – 3 July 2004, welcomed the off er of the Government of Gha-
na to host the next Regional WSIS Preparatory Conference meeting 2-5 February 
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2005. Th e Executive Council also urged all member States to participate actively 
in the WSIS preparatory process. Th e Summit adopted a decision on the Digital 
Solidarity Fund. 

Th is session will deliberate on better ways to implement the decisions of the AU 
Summit.

Th e Minister in charge of Information and Communication Technologies from Ni-
geria will lead the discussions.

17:30 - 18:30 Th e Tunis phase: format and content

PrepCom-1 held in Tunis in June 2004 decided decided to have a document for 
WSIS, that was both political and operational. It also decided that the Tunis phase 
will focus on follow-up and implementation of the Geneva Declaration of Principles 
and the Plan of Action by stakeholders at national, regional and international levels. 
Th e Tunis phase will pay particular attention to the challenges facing the Least De-
veloped Countries and will consider the reports of the Working Group on Internet 
Governance (WGIG) and the Task Force on Financial Mechanisms (TFFM). 

Th is session will deliberate on the format and content of the Tunis Phase of WSIS 
taking into consideration the fact that the Tunis Phase should be as representative as 
the fi rst phase. Th e outcomes will feed into PrepCom-2 that will take place in Ge-
neva starting on 17 February 2005 and into the Tunis Summit later in the year.

Th e Minister for Information and Communication Technologies from Tunisia will 
lead discussions on the subject.

12:30 - 14:30 Africa’s participation in the Tunis phase

Africa’s participation in the First Phase of WSIS commenced during the fi rst African 
Regional Preparatory Conference that was held in Bamako, Mali 25 to 30 May 2002 
(also known as Bamako 2002). Bamako 2002 sparked high-level commitment to the 
Geneva phase of the WSIS process from African governments and stakeholders. Th is 
commitment culminated in Africa’s representation at WSIS, Geneva, 12 – 15 De-
cember 2003 with an attendance of 16 Heads of State and Government, 79 Minis-
ters and a total of 948 participants from African countries. PrepCom-1 for the Tunis 
Phase, 24 to 26 June 2004, elected the following African countries  as members of 
the WSIS Bureau: Egypt, Kenya, Libya, Mali, Senegal, Tunisia and Zambia.  

Th e meeting dealt with the following major issues: Financing mechanisms, Internet 
governance and the output and format of the Tunis Phase. As per the Dakar deci-
sions on coordinating the WSIS process, the 20 African Ministers present in Tunis 
met several times to guide the African experts in forming common positions on vari-
ous issues, such as amendments to be submitted to the plenary session. 

Th is session is expected to address issues that concern Africa’s participation in the 
Tunis phase of WSIS.

Th e Minister of Communications from Ghana will lead the discussions.
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Day 2: Thursday 3 February: 
Parallel Workshops

09:00 - 12:00

Track I: Financing the Information Society

Th e realization of the Information Society in Africa requires the development of ICT infrastructure, 
human resources and services. Innovative fi nancing mechanisms are required to fi nance some of the 
activities which need additional resources such as establishment of regional communication backbones, 
Internet exchange points, basic infrastructure, capacity building, market access, and e-applications.  Th is 
was re-emphasized by the Geneva Plan of Action, which in December 2003, adopted a Digital Solidar-
ity Agenda aimed at “putting in place the conditions for mobilizing human, fi nancial and technological 
resources for inclusion of all men and women in the emerging Information Society”.

In implementing the Digital Agenda, the WSIS Declaration recommended the creation of a Working 
Group on Financing Mechanisms and authorized establishment of the Digital Solidarity Fund. In this 
regard, the UN Secretary-General established the Task Force on Financing Mechanisms, coordinated by 
UNDP with the participation of all continents and stakeholders.

In Africa, the Fourth AU Summit African Union adopted in July 2004 decision No. Doc. Ex.Cl/140 (V) 
Add.1 which “invites member States to support the Digital Solidarity Fund and make it operational”.

Based on the deliberations of the relevant pre-conference workshops, the conference will address issues 
related to the sustainability and viability of existing fi nancing mechanisms and explore relevant options 
at domestic, subregional, regional and international levels.  Th e conference will also discuss the role of the 
Digital Solidarity Fund in bridging the Digital Divide with a view to making all interested parties agree 
on the way forward and prepare an African common position for WSIS.

Th e Minister of Posts, Telecommunications and Promotion of New Information Technologies for Sen-
egal will chair the session.

Track II: Indicators and benchmarking

While information and data are needed to assist planners and decision makers to put in place socio-eco-
nomic development programmes and projects, reliable basic statistical indicators to gather and consoli-
date data on the penetration, use and impact of ICTs are still lacking in the continent.  In this regard, the 
WSIS Action Plan states that: “All countries and regions should develop tools so as to provide statistical 
information on the Information Society, with basic indicators and analysis of its key dimensions. Priority 
should be given to setting up coherent and internationally comparable indicator systems, taking into ac-
count diff erent levels of development.”  Th is recommendation compliments ECA eff ort to spearhead the 
development of Information Society indicators in the framework of the Scan-ICT initiative, which is a 
collaborative project to monitor the penetration, impact and eff ectiveness of ICT applications in Africa.  
Collection and dissemination of Information Society indicators was also recommended in April 2004 by 
the Advisory Board on Statistics in Africa (ABSA).

Based on the recommendations of the Botswana Workshop on Information Society Indicators held in 
October 2004, and the deliberations of the relevant pre-conference workshops, the conference will dis-
cuss issues related to the extension of Scan-ICT Phase 2 and the use of a harmonized framework for 
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collecting Information Society indicators.  It will also make recommendations on the involvement of 
National Statistical Offi  ces in the collection and dissemination of ICT statistics in cooperation with other 
relevant national institutions and in the adoption of a list of core indicators.

Th e session will be chaired by the Minister of Communication from Cameroon.

Track III: ICTs for socio-economic development

ICTs have fundamentally forged new ways of creating knowledge, educating people and disseminating 
information. ICTs have restructured the way the world conducts economic and business practices and 
runs governments while developing new products and services, which are transforming societies. ICTs 
have not only become indispensable in the delivery of aid, healthcare, education and environmental 
protection but have also created new avenues for entertainment and leisure. Access to information and 
knowledge is a prerequisite to achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and in turn, im-
proving the living standards of people. Th is has been addressed by AISI and the fi rst phase of  WSIS. 

Based on the deliberations of the outputs and reports of the relevant pre-conference workshops, the con-
ference will address ICT contributions to socio-economic development through sectoral applications in 
commerce, health, education, government, agriculture, environment, tourism and culture, job creation 
and access to rural areas and disenfranchised groups.  It will address human resource development to 
sustain the Information Society, content development, the use of Free and Open Source Software as and 
social inclusion, especially for women and youth. 

Th e session will be chaired by the Minister of Communication from South Africa.

12:30 - 14:30 Lunch Break

14:30 - 17:30

Track IV: Access and Infrastructure

Th e African information infrastructure is still underdeveloped. While the provision of an enabling envi-
ronment is key to investment, several issues constrain the development of e-economy and Africa’s Infor-
mation Society. Th ese include inadequate infrastructure and regulation. AISI underlines infrastructure 
and access as the stumbling blocks for Africa’s digital inclusion. 

Based on the deliberations of the related pre-conference workshops, the session will address issues related 
to development and upgrade of communication networks and services at the national and subregional 
levels, development of exchange points and promotion of interconnectivity, investigating the possibility 
of putting in place a common GSM card for Africa, removal of regulatory obstacles to facilitate content 
provision using diff erent technological platforms and media, including the Internet, digital radio and 
television services.  It will also make recommendations on an inclusive Information Society through sev-
eral mechanisms, including establishment of Universal Access Service Funds, unbundling the local loop 
and effi  cient spectrum utilization.

Th e Minister of Information and Communication Technology from Rwanda will chair the session.



10

Track V: Industrialization

Africa’s digital economy is characterized as a net importer of all ICT products – computers, communica-
tion equipment, software and related services. Digital inclusion in the African context entails support and 
access to information and communications manufacturing capabilities especially with regard to low cost 
and appropriate technologies, among other issues.

NEPAD emphasizes “the need for increasing Africa’s capacity in design and manufacturing of communi-
cations equipment”. African countries are developing ICT policies and strategies that promote the estab-
lishment of local ICT industries to facilitate the production, manufacturing, development, delivery, and 
distribution of ICT products and services. In some African countries, ICT manufacturing capabilities 
are being encouraged through providing support to local ICT companies involved in innovative activities 
such as setting up IT parks. Some regional projects related to developing Africa’s capacity in ICT indus-
trialization such as INDAFTEL are also underway. AISI is addressing the importance of industrializa-
tion and nurturing ICT innovations in Africa through the African Academia Research Network (ARN), 
which was launched at the Geneva Summit in December 2003.

Based on the deliberations of the multi-stakeholders pre-conference workshop, the conference will ad-
dress issues related to the potential and strategies for ICT industrialization and manufacturing in Africa 
and what needs to be done at policy and regulatory levels by African governments and other stakeholders 
to advance ICT Industrialization on the continent. It will also make recommendations on relevant part-
nerships between public and private sectors and Academia to achieve ICT industrialization goals.

Th e session will be chaired by the Minister of Communication and Technology from Tunisia.

Track VI: Internet Governance

Africa is aff ected by the current Internet Governance system in several aspects, including infrastructure 
development and access, technical coordination of the Internet, network security and cross-border fl ow 
of personal data, unlawful content and unsolicited mail, cyber-rights, societal and ethical aspects, cultural 
diversity and multilingualism, Intellectual Property Rights, Free and Open Source Software, e-commerce 
and capacity building.  In this regard and in the framework of the African Stakeholders Network (ASN) 
of the UN ICT Task Force, ECA organized an online discussion forum on Internet governance in March 
2004 to promote debate from the African perspective. Th e complexity of Internet Governance prompted 
the Geneva phase of the WSIS to request the UN Secretary General to establish a Working Group on 
Internet Governance in order to come up with a common understanding and a detailed plan for an 
“open” and “inclusive” Information Society.  Africa is participating in the activities of the Working Group 
through several channels, including direct participation by stakeholders and also through international 
organizations, such as ECA.

Based on the deliberations of the relevant pre-conference workshops, and the results of a study on Inter-
net Governance in Africa commissioned by ECA and the UN-ICT Task Force, the conference will make 
recommendations on mechanisms for better Internet Governance to ensure an inclusive Information 
Society in Africa and propose recommendations for a concrete set of activities aiming at strengthening 
Africa’s role in the global ICT policymaking process.

Th e session will be chaired by the Minister of Communication and Information Technology from Egypt
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Day 3: Friday 4 February: 
Reports, recommendations and closing

08:00 - 14:00 Preparation of the report

A report of the plenary sessions and the various workshops will be compiled by the 
rapporteurs under the coordination of ECA.  

Visits to ICT sites

14:00 - 15:00  Lunch Break

15:00 - 16:30 Presentation of report and recommendations and adoption of 
the report 
Th e report prepared in the morning session will be presented to the Conference par-
ticipants and will be adopted after incorporating relevant comments and remarks.

Th e report, which will be presented in the form of a Declaration and an Action Plan 
on Africa and the Knowledge Economy (APAKE), will pave the way for Africa’s in-
put to the ongoing WSIS process and the implementation of its declarations in the 
years to come. 

ECA will present the report of the conference.

16:30 - 17:15 Press conference with participation of representatives from 
government, civil society and private sector
A press conference will be held on the deliberations of the Conference and the ac-
complishments of the past eight days in particular and the WSIS process in general. 
Th e session will highlight Africa’s contribution to the Tunis phase as refl ected in the 
adopted Declaration.

Th e Chairperson of the Conference Organizing Committee will host the press con-
ference.

17:15 – 17:30 Video show: “Africa@WSIS: meeting development challenges 
through ICTs”

17:30 - 18:00 Closing ceremony

Closing Statement by H.E J.A Kufuor President of the Republic of Ghana.
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Work Programme of the Second Africa 

Regional Preparatory Conference 
Accra International Conference Centre

 2 - 4 February 2004

Wednesday, February 2

Session 1: Opening and general debate 
(Chair: Ghana)

10:00– 12:00 Welcome addresses by H.E J.A Kufuor, President of Ghana
Opening Statements from distinguished guests: (invited Heads of States and 
representatives of international organizations, civil society, the private sector and other 
invited speakers)

Video show: “The challenges of ICT development in Africa”
12:00– 12:30 Visits to Exhibition on ICT-4D

12:30– 14:00 Lunch break

14:00- 15:00 Report on the Implementation of the Geneva decisions: Mali 

15:00- 15:30 Matters arising from the Meeting of the African Ministers in charge of ICT: Senegal

15:30- 16:00 Matters arising from the Summit of the African Union: Nigeria

16:00- 17:00 The Tunis phase: format and content: Tunisia

17:00- 18:00 Africa’s participation in the Tunis phase: Ghana

18:00– 19:30 Round-Table on Financing the Information Society: African Ministers and invited guests

Thursday, February 3

Session 2: Parallel workshops1

09:00 -12:00 Financing the Information Society (Chair: Senegal)

09:00 -12:00 Indicators and benchmarking (Chair: Cameroon)

09:00 -12:00 ICTs for socio-economic development (Chair: South Africa)

12:30 – 14:30 Lunch break

14:30 -17:30 Access and Infrastructure (Chair: Rwanda)

14:30 -17:30 Industrialization (Chair: Tunisia)

14:30 -17:30 Internet Governance (Chair: Egypt)
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Friday February 4

Session 3: Reports, recommendations and closing
08:30 – 14:00 Preparation of report: ECA/various rapporteurs

Visits to ICT sites

14:00 – 15:00 Lunch break

15:00 – 16:30 Presentation of report and recommendations: ECA

Adoption of report

16:30 – 17:15 Press Conference with participation of representatives from government, civil society 
and private sector: Chair of the Organizing Committee

17:15 – 17:30 Video show: “Africa@WSIS: meeting development challenges through ICTs”

17:30 – 18:00 Closing ceremony, H.E J.A Kufuor, President of Ghana

1 Panelists will be selected from government, civil society, private sector and international organizations.  
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Sponsors

Scancom Ghana Ltd 

Ghana Telecom

Kasapa 

Westel 

Honda Place 

Millicom Ghana Ltd 

Ghana Post 

Volta River Authority 

Tema Oil Refi nery 

Ghana Shippers Council 

CEPS 

DHL 

Electricity Company of Ghana 

National Communications Authority (NCA)

Internet Ghana


