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The observance of  the African Day every year


November 18 is African statistics day. This special day for statistics was proclaimed in 1990 by the ECA Conference of Ministers responsible for Economic Planning and  Development. The main purpose of this day to increase public awareness for the important role which statistics play in all aspect of social economic life. This year observance of the African Statistics Day focuses on poverty. 


The 2000 African Statistics Day offers an opportunity to address poverty in Africa and come out with sound indicators for measuring and monitoring poverty in the countries of the region, and formulating relevant and accurate policies and strategies to alleviate and later, eradicate poverty. 


The United Nations has made the assault on poverty priority. 


At the 1995 World summit for Social Development, Heads of States, agreed to an integrated approach to poverty eradication based as the concept of partnership, within societies as well as between developed an developing countries. The Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action embodies commitments and measures at both the national and international level  to stimulate growth, trade and employment, to improve health, community and education systems, and to ensure that official development assistance goes where  it is needed most on meeting basic human needs in the World poorest countries. 


Nowhere are these needs greater than in the continent of Africa. It is for that reason that in 1996, the UN Secretary General launched the United Nations System wide special initiative on Africa to support and expedite the  realization of the goods established by the General Assembly in the UN New Agenda for the Development of Africa. This initiative developed  in close consultation with Africa’s leaders, under lines the United Nations Commitment to promoting development and security                          poorest continent. It emphasizes  the importance of self reliance and economic reforces, It mobilizes resources to meet desperate needs in health, education and employment. 


New policies are needed at all levels if we are to success in combating poverty. At the global level, a concerted effort is required to create conducive international environment, geareol to supporting the integration of the least developed countries, and of the poorest groups within countries, in the mainstream of the global economy. 


At the national level, policies to enhance overall competitiveness must be accompanied by targeted programmes and projects that combat social exclusion expand social services, and stimulate productive employment. At all levels, there is a pressing need to recognize that the poor can be key partners in the development process, and that investments in people are the sorest way to lasting development. 


On this day and as in 1990, which was proclaimed African Statistics Day by the ECA Conference of Ministers responsible for economic planning and development, we must renew our efforts to ensure that the commitments made in international for a are translated into concrete advances for the world’s poor, and that all people are given and opportunity to contribute to, and share in economic growth and sustainable development. 


If we do so, we can begin at last to eradicate the world wide scourge of poverty. 
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