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Background

The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in its Plan of Implementation states that countries should take immediate steps to advance in the formulation and elaboration of NSSDs and to begin their implementation by 2005.  In recognition of the strategic positioning of Regional Commissions to effectively bridge global consensus with national priorities and concerns, WSSD mandated the Regional Commissions to promote the integration of the three dimensions (economic, social and environmental) of sustainable development.  Further, it was indicated that this should be done through interalia facilitating and strengthening the exchange of experiences, including national experiences, best practices, case studies and partnership experiences related to the implementation of the sustainable development agenda.  This was reiterated during the fourth meeting of the Africa Committee on Sustainable Development (A-CSD), held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 24-18 October 2005.

In this context, the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) has been actively involved in following up on the implementation of WSSD outcomes: In partnership with other UN Agencies, ECA prepared Regional Review Reports for the 12th and 14th Sessions of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (UNCSD).  The reports were discussed at Regional Implementation Review Meetings (RIMs), organized in collaboration with sister UN Agencies. The ECA also organized the Africa Regional Plenary Session at the High-Level Segment of the 12th Session of UNCSD and participated in the discussions on policy issues at the Commission’s 13th Session. During the 2004/2005 biennium, ECA completed a study on the functioning of National Councils/Committees for Sustainable Development (NCSDs) in member States.

In addition to institutional issues, the NCSD study revealed that countries have adopted various policies, strategies and plans addressing sustainable development issues. These include long-term national visions, national and regional development plans, Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs) and sectoral strategies in the agriculture, environment and natural resources sectors.  In addition, some countries have either already elaborated NSSDs or are in the process of doing so.  However, the NCSD study did not seek to provide an in-depth review of countries’ NSSD processes, particularly in relation to their development and implementation.  

Furthermore, the Division for Sustainable Development (DSD) of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) has been administering surveys on NSSD status worldwide, in order to review countries’ progress in meeting the NSSD target set at WSSD.  However, response rates from Africa have been low- only seven African countries completed the 2003 survey questionnaire.  This very low response rate does not permit an adequate assessment of the NSSD process in African countries, which is a necessary first step towards assisting countries in developing and implementing effective NSSDs.   The present survey is being conducted with this in mind.

Objective of the Survey

The present survey represents the first phase of a study on the development and implementation of NSSDs in member States of ECA, to be undertaken by its Sustainable Development Division (SDD), during the 2006/7 biennium.    Its objectives are to assess the stage of development and implementation of NSSDs in member States with a view to evaluating the extent to which countries have progressed in meeting the WSSD target on the NSSD process, and to inform the second phase of the study.   This phase will entail an in-depth analysis of the strategy type, content and process in selected member States, and will include:  

· Assessment of adherence to key NSSD characteristics and; 

· Documentation of experiences and lessons learned.

Purpose and Format of the Questionnaire

The purpose of this questionnaire is to obtain information from National Focal Points for Sustainable Development (NFPs) in member States in the most efficient manner, in order to meet the objectives of the NSSD study.  The questionnaire is adapted from the DSD/DESA 2004 survey for reporting on NSSDs. 

Responding to the Questionnaire

· Please refer to the Annex for key characteristics of a NSSD before proceeding with the completion of the questionnaire.  
· NFPs do not have to complete all the questions.  The questions to be completed depend on the stage that the country has reached with regard to the development and implementation of NSSDs, as well as the type of strategy processes that the country has in place.

· NFPs completing this questionnaire are kindly urged to provide all necessary information in a clear and concise manner and to transmit their completed questionnaires to the ECA by no later than 31st January 2006.  The ECA Sub-regional Offices (SROs) have also been requested to assist in the follow-up and retrieval of the questionnaires.

· NFPs are also requested to provide documents that contain the information being sought. 

· NFPs may wish to provide information on issues that may be relevant to the present survey and that may not have been addressed by the questionnaire.

· If the space provided for in the questionnaire is not adequate, please provide responses on additional sheets of paper.

Queries concerning the questionnaire should be directed to:

The Director, Sustainable Development Division, UNECA, P.O. Box 3001, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia or fax no:  251-11-5510350/251-11-5514416; telephone 251-11-5443547 and email jdione@uneca.org.  Please copy to: olaye@uneca.org and igaye@uneca.org 

QUESTIONS

1. If your country’s NSSD has been approved and is being implemented:

a) Please give the name of the NSSD, timeframe, year of approval and name of approving body:

Name:                                                    

      Timeframe:      
      Year of approval:      
       Name of approving body:      
b) Did the process of development of the NSSD include any of the following? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multi-stakeholder consultations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Training or workshops undertaken

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Establishment or designation of a national coordination body

Name of the body:      
      


Year the body was established:      
Composition of the body:      
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c) What year did implementation commence?       
d) Do you have a national body designated to coordinate the implementation of your country’s NSSD (or its equivalent)?

       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Name of the body:      
      


Year the body was established:      
Composition of the body:      
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e) Please specify in bullet form, the priorities that your country’s NSSD addresses:      
f) Does your country’s NSSD integrate the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please explain whether this integration entails an analysis of the interlinkages between the three dimensions, or whether although incorporated, the three dimensions are treated separately: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

g)  How is your country’s NSSD (or its equivalent) being implemented?  Please give specific actions/activities undertaken for this purpose and specify the key players:     
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

h) Is the implementation of your country’s NSSD (or its equivalent) being monitored and evaluated?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Monitored on a regular basis

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not monitored on a regular basis

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not monitored at all

Frequency of monitoring:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Has been evaluated

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Has not yet been evaluated

Year of last evaluation:      
i) Are indicators used in monitoring your country’s NSSD?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

j) If yes to question (i), please state if these indicators are contained in the NSSD?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

k) Do the indicators represent a set of indicators for sustainable development (covering the social, economic and environmental pillars of sustainable development as well as the institutional dimension)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

l) Briefly explain how the outcomes of monitoring and evaluation have been used to improve the NSSD process in your country:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. If your country’s NSSD is developed, but not yet implemented (approved or not):

a) Please give the name of the NSSD (or its equivalent) and timeframe: 

Name:      
Timeframe:      
b) Has the NSSD been approved?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

c) If yes to question 2b, please give the year of approval and name of approving body:

Year of approval:      
Name of approving body:      
d) Did the process of development of the NSSD include any of the following? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multi-stakeholder consultations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Training or workshops undertaken

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Establishment or designation of a national coordination body

Name of the body:      
      


Year the body was established:      
Composition of the body:      
e) Please specify in bullet form, the priorities that your country’s NSSD addresses:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f) Does your country’s NSSD integrate economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please explain whether this integration entails an analysis of the interlinkages between the three dimensions, or whether although incorporated, the three dimensions are treated separately: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

g) Does the NSSD define how monitoring will be done?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

h) Will indicators be used in monitoring the implementation of the NSSD?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

i) If yes to question (h), please state if these indicators are contained in the NSSD?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

j) Do the indicators represent a set of indicators for sustainable development (covering the social, economic and environmental pillars of sustainable development as well as the institutional dimension)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. If your country is in the process of developing a NSSD:

Please indicate whether the process includes?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multi-stakeholder consultations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Training or workshops undertaken

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Establishment or designation of a national coordination body

Name of the body:      
      


Year the body was established:      
Composition of the body:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. If your country’s NSSD is formulated or is being formulated as a Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS) (ie your country’s PRS is considered its NSSD), please complete questions 4e onwards.  

However, if your country has both a NSSD and a PRS, please complete questions 1, 2, OR 3 as applicable, AND question 4a onwards, and please explain the link between your country’s PRS and NSSD processes:      
a) Please indicate whether your country has developed a Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, a PRS has been developed and is being implemented

Timeframe     
Year of approval       

Name of approving body:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, a PRS has been developed, approved, but not yet implemented

Timeframe     
Year of approval      
Name of approving body:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, a PRS has been developed, but not yet approved   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PRS is under development

Comments:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) If your country has developed, or is in the process of developing a PRS, did (does) this include:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multi-stakeholder consultations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Training or workshops undertaken

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Establishment or designation of a national coordination body 

Name of the body:      
      


Year the body was established:      
Composition of the body:      
c) Please specify in bullet form, the priorities that your country’s PRS addresses:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d) Does your country’s PRS integrate economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please explain whether this integration entails an analysis of the interlinkages between the three dimensions, or whether although incorporated, the three dimensions are treated separately: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e) Is your country’s PRS embedded in a long-term development strategy?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

f) If yes to question 4e), please give the name of the strategy, timeframe, year of approval and name of approving body:

Name:      
Timeframe:      
Year of approval     
Name of approving body:      
g) Has your country approved or is implementing its second generation PRS?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

h) If yes to question 4g, please give the timeframe, year of approval and name of approving body

Timeframe      

Year of approval      

                 Name of approving body:     
i) Briefly state what improvements have been made to the second generation PRS relative to the first?

Improvements:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. If your country does not have a NSSD (or its equivalent), but has strategy components that could contribute to a NSSD:

a) Please check all that apply, give timeframes, year of approval, name of approving body and specify in bullet form, priorities addressed:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National Development Plan (NDP)

Timeframe:      

Year of approval:      
Name of approving body:     
Priorities addressed:     
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Environmental Action Plan

Timeframe:     
Year of approval:       

Name of approving body:     

Priorities addressed:     
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Others – please specify:      
Name:     
Timeframe:     
Year of approval:       

Name of approving body:     
Priorities addressed:     
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:     
Timeframe:     
Year of approval:       

Name of approving body:     
Priorities addressed:     
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:     
Timeframe:     
Year of approval:       

Name of approving body:     
Priorities addressed:     
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) Do the components mentioned in question 5a above integrate the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National Development Plan (NDP)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Environmental Action Plan
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Others- specify

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please explain whether the integration in each case entails an analysis of the interlinkages between the three dimensions, or whether although incorporated, the three dimensions are treated separately: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Please indicate whether your country has a national long-term vision document that articulates its development goals and ideals?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, a national long-term vision has been developed and is being implemented

Timeframe     
Year of approval       

Name of approving body:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, a national long-term vision has been developed, approved, but not yet implemented

Timeframe     
Year of approval      
Name of approving body:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, a national long-term vision has been developed, but not yet approved   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National long-term vision is under development

Comments:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Please explain the links (relationships) between your country’s Long-term Vision, NSSD, PRS, NDP and others, where available: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Do your NSSD and/or PRS address the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in your country?   
a) NSSD

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comment in bullet form (Please take into account all the eight goals and indicate whether your NSSD includes MDG targets tailored to your country’s specific context, and corresponding indicators):      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) PRS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comment in bullet form (Please take into account all the eight goals and indicate whether your PRS includes MDG targets tailored to your country’s specific context, and corresponding indicators):      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Does your country’s NSSD process entail revising/updating existing policies, strategies and plans to incorporate key characteristics of NSSD rather than preparing a separate strategy document:  

Please give specific actions/activities undertaken for this purpose:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Does your country’s NSSD process entail revising/updating existing policies, strategies and plans to incorporate key characteristics of NSSD and developing a separate strategy document: 

· Please respond to questions that correspond to the stage of development and implementation of the strategy (1, 2, 3, or 4 as applicable); and 

Explain how these two processes relate to one another:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Please comment on the level of involvement of the Ministries of Planning and Finance and/or the Planning Commission in the NSSD process in your country and provide concrete examples of their involvement:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. Is the development and implementation of your country’s NSSD reflected in and supported by the national budget?

Comments:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. If your country has not developed, but is considering developing a NSSD:

Please comment:     
   ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. If your country has not taken any action regarding the development of a NSSD:

Please comment:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15. Briefly specify (in bullet form) your country’s main challenges and needs regarding the development and implementation of NSSD:

a) Challenges:      
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) Needs:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16. Country’s Views on the 2005 World Summit National Development Strategy-related Resolution

At the World Summit held in September 2005, countries resolved to adopt, by 2006, and implement comprehensive national development strategies to achieve the internationally agreed development goals and objectives, including the Millennium Development Goals.  Briefly comment on how this resolution is interpreted/viewed in your country and how your country intends to operationalize it.  Please take into account the various strategy and planning processes already ongoing in your country (where applicable).

Comments:      
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. Contact information on person completing the questionnaire.  

	Title (Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms.)
	

	First Name 
	

	Last Name 
	

	Designation/Job Title
	

	Organization/Institution
	

	Address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Fax number
	

	Email address
	

	Website of organization/ institution
	

	Institutions consulted
	

	Country
	

	Date of completion
	


 
THANK YOU FOR TAKING TIME TO COMPLETE THIS QUESTIONNAIRE.

ANNEX 

Key characteristics of a National Strategy for Sustainable Development (NSSD) 

A NSSD is commonly thought to be a process (with a strong emphasis on learning), which leads to a document or plan that needs to remain dynamic.  There is a distinction between NSSDs (the process) and strategy documents, which are tools to make the strategy explicit and record the policies and actions agreed by the participants.  

A NSSD does not necessarily mean developing a new strategy document, but it should entail improving or restructuring the decision-making process to achieve a full integration of social, economic and environmental issues and a broader range of public participation.  Paragraph 162 (b) of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI) also states that where applicable, NSSDs could be formulated as Poverty Reduction Strategies that integrate economic, social and environmental aspects of sustainable development.  An effective NSSD will be distinguish by adherence to a set of principles for strategic planning and sustainable development, and a coordinated set of measures to ensure their implementation.  

The experiences of both developed and developing countries suggest that sound and effective national sustainable development strategies would have certain fundamental elements in common.  These are elements, constituting the underlying principles for strategy development, and include:  

i. Country ownership and commitment.     

· Country-driven, multi-stakeholder ‘ownership’ and strong political commitment

· Sound leadership and good governance

· Based on a long-term, shared strategic and pragmatic vision

· Strong institutional leadership and technical capacity for coordination

· Institutions and people at the local level as strong driving forces

· Ensuring continuity of the cyclical process of strategy development and implementation

ii. Integrated economic, social and environmental objectives across sectors, territories           and generations.  

· Comprehensive, balanced as well as vertically and horizontally well integrated strategy process  

· Linking the short to the medium and long term

· Linking national and local priorities and actions

· Consensus building and transparent trade-offs 

iii. 
Broad participation and effective partnerships.  

· Broad public participation, including the civil society and the private sector, in decision-making

· Effective public participation where each group has its own selection 

· Communication and wide information dissemination through media as a key for effective participation

· Promoting and building partnerships with the civil society, private sector and external organizations

· Governments to create an enabling environment for participation, including through a decentralized governance structure or providing incentives 

· Local governments to play a stronger role in the formulation and implementation of national sustainable development strategies

iv. 
Develop capacity and enabling environment.   

· Strong human and institutional capacity, and in turn building a multifaceted capacity for solving complex problems 

· Building on existing knowledge and expertise, optimizing local skills and capacity both within and outside government 

· Traditional knowledge and institutions to be given due recognition 

v. 
Focus on outcomes and means of implementation.  

· Aiming to achieve concrete results on the ground based on sound technical assessment of the present situation and of projected trends and risks, examining links between local, national and global challenges 

· Building on existing strategies, policies and processes, working towards convergence, complementarity and coherence among different planning frameworks and policies to achieve concrete results

· Setting realistic but flexible targets

· Building coherence between budget and strategy priorities

· Mechanisms for monitoring; follow up, evaluation and feedback
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