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l. INTRODUCTION

1 The Sixth Meeting of the Intergovernmenta Committee of Experts (ICE) of the Subregiond
Development Centre for Southern Africa (SRDC-SA), washeld from 11to 13 April, 2000 in Windhoek,
Namibia

2. The meeting was attended by representatives from the following countries: Botswana,

Lesotho, Maawi, Mauritius, Namibia, Swaziland, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The following
organizationsaso participated: Southern African Development Community (SADC), Deve opment Bank of
Southern Africa (DBSA), Pan African Inditute for Development-Eastern and Southern Africa (PAID-
ESA), Southern African Broadcasting Association, Eastern and Southern Africa Minerd Centre
(SEAMIC), University of South Africa (UNISA) and dso the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations Regiond Office for Africaand the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING (Agendaltem 1)

3. The opening satements were delivered by the | CE outgoing Chairman, the Director of the
SRDC-SA, and the representative of the Government of the Republic of Namibia

4, The outgoing Chairman, Mr. Misheck Mwanza, Director, Regional Cooperation, Ministry of

Foreign Affars of the Government of the Republic of Zambia, welcomed participants and thanked the
Government and People of Namibia for their hospitdity and for providing facilities for the meeting. Mr.
Mwanza recognized the presence of three Ministers responsible for Information and Broadcasting from
Lesotho, Maawi and Zambiawho were attending this meeting and the Subregiona Workshop on Nationd

Information and Communication Infrastructure in Southern Africa (NICI). He indicated that the Sixth
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts (1CE) meeting should have been held in 1999 but was postponed
to thisyear on the recommendation of the Technica Preparatory Committee of the Whole (TEPCOW) in
1999. That recommendation was made to enable the ICE Meeting to be held as close as possible to the
Commisson’'s meeting so that recommendations emanating from the ICE could be consdered by the
Commission while they were il pertinent.

5. The outgoing Chairman observed the following magor development at the Centre snce the

last ICE: the intengfication of cooperation between the Centre and the Regiona Economic Communities,
particularly COMESA and SADC, whilerdationswith the |OC needed to be firmly established; continued
assistanceto member States, based on requests; and the gppoi ntments of the Director of the Centreand the
new Gender Focd Point replacing the one who retired in 1999. The outgoing Chairman then reviewed
some of theissuesfrom the Fifth Meeting of the | CE which required follow-up actions. Among thesewere:
the conduct of a Study on the Framework for the Accelerated Development and Growth of Small-Scale
Mining in the Subregion; and the mechanisms for the harmonization of requests for data collection from
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member States. He then informed the meeting that the Centre was taking gppropriate action on theseand
he commended the Centre for the positive actions. He urged member States to make full use of the
Centre' s services and those of ECA asawhole.

6. In concluson, Mr. Mwanza appeded to the meeting to critically assess the operations of
the Centre and to make appropriate recommendations for its future activities, in the light of development
needs of member States.

7. The Director of the ECA/SRDC-SA, Mr. Robert M. Okello, welcomed participants to the
Meeting on behaf of Mr. K.Y. Amoako, United Nations Under-Secretary Generd and Executive
Secretary of the Economic Commisson for Africa. He aso thanked the Government and People of
Namibiafor accepting to host both the meeting of the ICE and the (NICI) Workshop. He explained that
combining the two events seemed anatura devel opment given the relationship between them and the key
roleinformation and communication played in economic and socid development. NICI, thus, wasaspecia
event of the Sixth ICE Mesting.

8. The Director reminded the participants that the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts

of the SRDC wasthe policy organ of the Centre, and thet it was responsible for overseeing the functioning
of the SRDC. ThelCE reported to the ECA Conference of Ministersresponsiblefor Economicand Socid
Deveopment and Planning (the Commission) through its Technica Preparatory Committee of the Whole
(TEPCOW) or the Minigterid Follow-up Committee. The SRDC for Southern Africaserved thefollowing
eleven member countries: Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Ma awi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, South
Africa, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

0. The Director further briefed the meeting on the type of services the SRDC provided to member
States and the two mgjor publications by the Centre: The Report on Economic and Socid Conditionsin
Southern Africa and the Southern Africa Development Bulletin. He noted that the current Report on
Economic and Socid Conditions included a specid study on the impact of crime on economic and socid
developmert in the subregion.

10.  TheDirector then briefly reviewed the agenda of the meeting and stressed that the meseting
should propose, where necessary, recommendations which would be presented to the ECA Minigerid
Follow-up Committee of the Conference of Ministers responsible for Economic and Socia Development
and Planning scheduled for May 2000 in Abuja, Nigeria

11. Mr. Madume J. Kaulinge, Director of Development Planning in the Secretariat of the Nationa
Panning Commission of the Government of the Republic of Namibia, read the opening statement on beha f
of Hon. Saara Kuugongewa, Director-Generd of the Nationa Planning Commisson. A minuteof slence
was observed in honour of the flood victimsin Mozambique.
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12. In warmly welcoming the participants to Namibia, he pointed out that the officia opening marked
two important events organized by the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and that these
were the Sixth Meeting for Intergovernmental Committee Experts (ICE) of the SRDC-SA and the
Subregiond Workshop on Nationd Information and Communication Infrastructure in Southern Africa
(NICI). Namibia had participated at the 1999 African Development Forum whose objective was to
develop and support African initiatives that were fundamenta in shgping the African Information Age. He
stated that Namibia attached great importance to the two meetings and was pleased to host them.

13. He highlighted some issues on the agendaitem including the issue of food security in reaion to the
agenda item on the impact of population, environment, development and agriculture (PEDA) Modd. In
particular, he observed that floodsin the subregion, especialy in Mozambique, had negatively impacted on
the food Stuation, living conditions of the population affected, and the development infrastructure. He
commended the internationa community in assisting Mozambiggue as well as SADC member States for
Setting up a Disaster Commiittee for future emergency Stuations.

14. Referring to the issues of crime and itsimpact on socio-economic devel opment, the Government
representative gppedled for urgency in developing and implementing policies that would effectively curb
crime in whatever form. He was pleased to note that crime was the theme of the report of Economic ad
Socid Conditions in Southern Africa, 1998-1999.

15. Regarding the 1998- 1999 Report, he commended the ECA/SRDC- SA for producing such areport
which was useful in that it assessed progress towards achieving certain goas member States had set for
themsdlves collectively or individualy. It aso provided policy issuesthat needed to be addressed in further
improving socio-economic conditionsin the subregion.

16. In conclusion, he gppeded to participants to adequately address dl the agendaitems of both the
|CE and NICI and propose actionsthat needed to be taken to enhance socio-economic development inthe
subregion. He observed that the subregion faced many challenges which required collective collaboration
among countries and partnersto find common solutions. Finaly, he declared the Sixth Intergovernmenta
Committee of Experts Meeting of the SRDC-SA and the NICI Workshop officially open and wished
participants successful ddliberations.

17.  Avoteof thanks, on behdf of the participants, was moved by Hon. Clement G.J. Stambuli, Minister
of Information of the Republic of Madawi who extended his thanks to the Government and the People of
Namibia for the hospitality given to participants and for hosting the meeting. He then thanked ECA for
convening the two mestings. Finally, he wished participants successful ddliberations.
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A.

18.

19.

ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Election of Officers (Agendaitem 2)

The meeting dected the following countries to the Bureau:

Namibia - Chairman
Malawi - Vice-Charman
Zimbabwe - Rapporteur

Consderation of the Draft Agenda and Organization of Work (Agendaitem 3)

The meeting adopted the following Agenda:

@) Officid Opening

(i) Election of Officers

@)  Adoption of the Agenda and Organization of Work

(v)  Report of the Director of ECA/SRDC-SA

V) Report of Economic and Socia Conditions in Southern Africa, 1998-1999
(vi)  Reevant Decisons from Regiona and Globa Conferences:

@ Review and Appraisd of the Implementation of the Internationa Conference on

Population and Development Programme of Action (ICPD-PA)

(b) Report on ECA Programme for Monitoring the Implementation of the Dakar and

Beijing Platforms of Action

(vi)  Reports on ECA Programmes.

@ Impact of the Population, Environment, Development and Agriculture (PEDA)

Model on Different Policy Optionsin Relation to Food Security

(b) Externd Chdlenges, Internd Initia Conditions and Elements of Comprehensive

Strategy

(© Development Management Divison Programme of Work for 2000: Core

Activities
(viii)  Reports by Cooperating Partners: DBSA, SADC, FAO and PAID-ESA

(X)  Regiond Priorities and Programme of Work of ECA/SRDC-SA

) Nationd Planning for Information and Communication Technology in Southern Africa
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()  Any other business

(xii)  Date and venue of the next Mesting
(xiii)  Adoption of the report

(xiv)  Closure of the Meeting

20.  The meeting adopted the following time table for the sessons. 08.30 — 13.00 hoursin
the morning and 14.30 — 18.00 hours in the afternoon.

C. Report of the Director of the ECA/SRDC-SA (Agendaitem 4)

21. Themeeting consdered the Report of the Director, October 1998 to April, 2000
(ECA/SRDC/SA/ICE/2000/4) on the activities of the Centre.

22. Theactivities undertaken by the Centre were organized under the following four categories.

(& promoting regiona cooperation and integration in Southern Africaby providing effectivetechnica
support to the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and member States,

(b) facilitating networking and information exchange by providing forafor public sector , civil society
and private sector development partners to interact and share experiences at nationd and
ubregiond levels,

(c) providing essentid harmonization mechanism for operationd programmes of the United Nations
system asawhole at the subregiond leve, in close collaboration with the UN Resident Coordinetor
system at the nationd leve in each country; and

(d) grengthening the outreach function of ECA, thus, bringing the Commisson and the available
devel opment resources closer to member States.

23.  The Centre worked closely with SATCC/SADC and COMESA in the area of transport

and communication. Thisresultedinthejoint ECA/SATCC/COMESA Trangport Programmewhichwould
be funded by anumber of donors. Another areaof successful cooperation wasthe agreement to developa
sgngle Communications Navigation Systems and Air Trangport Management Systems (CNS/ATM) for
Eagtern and Southern Africa This was in line with the regiond policy adopted in 1988 under the
Y amoussoukro Declaration on New African Air Trangport.

24. The SRDC-SA and SRDC-EA jointly asssted COMESA in arestructuring exercise of its
secretariat. Furthermore, the SRDC-SA and the ECA Deve opment Management Divison (DMD) asssted
COMESA Secretariat in undertaking training needs assessment for itsstaff. Therewas congtant interaction
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between the Centre and COMESA and the Centre participated in COMESA meetings of both Technica
Committees and Policy Organs.

25.  TheCentredso provided technica support to SADC with regard to its 1998 Economic Report as
well as the preparation and servicing of the meetings of the Southern African Minigter’s Conference on
Population and Devel opment (SAMCPD) and the Southern African Forum on Population and Devel opment
(SAFPAD). Aswasthe casewith COMESA, the Centre participated in the technical and the policy organ
mesetings of SADC.

26. The Centre had provided technical assistance and advisory services to the following countries:
Swaziland in the development of its Nationd Transport Policy; Zambiain the areas of Population, Informd
Sector, Transport and Communication and Environment; Zimbabwe in the Traffic Safety Programme; and
Lesotho in the Training of Officids of the Sdes Tax Department in the Minigtry of Finance.

27.  Thenetworking and information exchange activities carried out by the Centre included:

@ Subregiona Follow-up Meeting on the Implementation of the Dakar and Beijing Platforms
of Action (organized by SRDC-SA, SRDC-EA and the African Centre for Women and
the Government of Seychdlles);

(i) Eastern and Southern Africa Follow-up Conference to the World Summit on Socia
Development (organized by the SRDC-SA, SRDC-EA, and the Economic and Socid
Policy Andlysis Divison, UNDP and the Government of Kenya);

(i) Forum on Policy Options for Promoting the Economic Empowerment of Women: Use of
Information and Communication Technology (organized by SRDC-SA, SRDC-EA,
African Centre for Women and the Government of Tanzania);

(iv) Workshop on Trade and Investment Promotion in Southern Africa;

) Subregiona Seminar on Integrated Economic and Socid Development in Southern Africa
Nationa Long- Term Perspective Studies; and

(Vi) Publications which included the Southern Africa Development Bulletin, Report on
Economic and Socia Conditions in Southern Africaand A Policy Framework on Nexus
| ssues on Population, Food Security and Environment in Southern Africa.

28.  Therewere severd activitiesin which the Centre collaborated with other United Nations agencies
under the leadership of Resident Coordinator in Zambia, while the Centre recelved cooperation and
assistance from many UNDP officesin other countries in the region in the implementation of its activities.
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The Centre and ECA Headquarters worked closdly and supported the Zambia UNDP Office in the
Zambia-Maawi-Maozambique Growth Triangle Initigtive (ZMM-GT).

29. Regarding strengthening ECA’ s Outreach in Southern Africa, the activitiesundertaken included: the
vigt of the ECA Executive Secretary to Botswana, Mozambique, South Africa and Zambia and his
participation a the Summit meetings of COMESA and SADC.

30.  TheDirector sreport aso highlighted activities undertaken by the ECA Headquartersin support of
Southern Africaand advisory services ECA was ableto provideto member States. The areas of advisory
services covered were: Food Security and Sustainable Development; Environment; Economic Policy
Anayss, Customs and Trade; Economic Empowerment of Women; Promotion of Women's Human and
Legd Rights, Organization and Management of Statiticd Systems, Information and Communication
Technology Policy; Information Technology and Connectivity; Water Resources Development and
Management; Transport and Communications, Public Sector Management; and Private Sector
Development.

31.  TheCommitteeraised severd issuesand observationswhich included information on strengthening
the SRDC,; information on preparation of the Second African Devel opment Forum (ADF 1) on HIV/AIDS,
the added vaue of ADF Il in view of severd other meetings that were being organized by various
organizations, drategic framework for cooperation with RECs; further coordination on data collection at
country level in view of different nationd foca points providing different data to organizations, and giving
greater importance to information.

32.  The Director gave an account of efforts that were being made by ECA to strengthen the Centre.
He reported that some delay had been experienced infilling the vacant posts not only at the Centre but so
at ECA asawhole. However, acampaign had been mounted to speed up the recruitment processto the
vacant posts. In this regard, announcements on vacancies at ECA as a whole were distributed to

participants to share with qudified candidates in their countries.

33.  TheCommitteerequested further information on the status of preparation of ADF Il on HIV/AIDS
and actions to ensure timely preparation by member States of their inputs. The Secretariat informed the
meeting that the theme of ADF Il was HIV/AIDS. The Leadership Chalenge. In order to adequately

prepare for ADF 11, aSteering Committee had been formed which consisted of UNDP, UNAIDS, World
Bank and the ECA. The Steering Committee is advised by a Technicd Advisory Committee made up of
about 30 members drawn from African governments, civil society including community leaders and people
living with HIV/AIDS. The meeting was further informed that ADF |1 would be action-oriented and the
process was a continental launching pad to accelerate preventive actions by focusing on leadership at dl

levels (community, locd, national and regional). Experience has shown that local response was most
important and ADF 11 would showcase country initiatives at dl levels.
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34.  Theformat for ADF Il would include the development of an dectronic discussonlisto bringina
broad spectrum of opinion, prior to the conference itsdf; organization of focus groups (gender, youith,

private sector, information and communication technology) before ADF II; ingdlation of

demondtrations/exhibitions; and holding of plenaries and breakout groupsthat would lead to ahigh leve of

interactions. The next stepsin preparing for ADF 11 included contracting papers, drafting the programme,
issuing invitations and identifying relevant experiences to be show-cased.

35.  On the added vadue of ADF Il in rdaion to the many meetings on HIV/AIDS by various
organizetions, the Secretariat informed the Committeethat ADF 11 would focuson political commitment on
what had been actudly done to trand ate the commitment into action in thefight againgt HIV/AIDS. Onthe
contrary, many of the other meetings on HIV/AIDS that had been convened or were being convened by
various organizations were generdly broad and technical and did not focus on palitical commitment in the
context of the proposed ADF II. Prior to theabove, UN-NADAF/UNSIA would prepare asubregional
outlook report on the impact of HIV/AIDS on the education sector in Eastern and Southern Africa and
countries were called upon to cooperate in the conduct of the study.

36.  The Committee expressed concern about low gender balance at the Centre. In response, the
Director of the Centre informed the Committee of efforts that were being taken to address this.

37. Regarding strategic framework for cooperation with the RECs, the Secretariat highlighted the
generd framework within the African Economic Community (AEC) which isbased on supporting the RECs
ashbuilding blockstowardsthe AEC. Furthermore, the Director of the Centreinformed the Committeethat
initiatives were underway to develop a strategic framework for cooperation with the RECs.

38.  TheCommitteetook note of efforts by the Secretariat to consolidate data collection. However, it
urged that further actionswere gill necessary a nationd leve to ensurethat the different nationd foca points
did not give incongstent data to various organizations.

39.  TheCommittee, inrdationto paragraph 13 of the Director’ s Report, felt that measuresto address
poverty should include enhancing information systems and processesto achieveitemslisted under 13(a) to
(d), namdly:

@ Improving service ddlivery inthe socid sectors such as education and hedlth to enhance human
capacity for development;

(i) Promoting development of smdl-scae and medium-scale enterprises as a basis for creating
employment and wedth;

(iir) Providing safety nets for retrenched civil servants and armiesin order to reduce crime;
(iv)  Encouraging al sectorsof society (women, youth, private sector and civil society) to participate
in development activities.
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40.  The Committee commended the Director of the Centre for the report.

D. Report on Economic and Social Conditionsin Southern Africa, 1998-1999
(Agendaitem 5)

41. Under this agendaitem, the Committee considered document ECA/SRDC-SA/ICE/99/05, entitled
“Report on Economic and Socid Conditionsin Southern Africa, 1998-1999”. The report showed that for
anumber of Southern African countries, 1998 wasayear of weak growth. Aggregate output, as measured
by the gross domestic product (GDP), increased only by 2 per cent. Preliminary estimates for 1999
pointed to a better performance of 5.3 per cent which was ill below the UN-NADAF growth target of 6
per cent, ingenerd. Thereweredisparitiesin economic performance among countries. Only two countries
(Botswana and Mozambique) had succeeded in surpassing the GDP growth requirement of 6.2 per cent
both in 1998 and 1999, which if sustained, could reduce poverty by haf in 2015, as agreed at the 1995
World Summit on Socid Development held in Copenhagen.

42. A number of externd factors, combined with interna structural wesknesses, had continued to
adversdy affect overal economic performance and to varying degrees among the countriesin the subregion
and among production sectors.

43. Inflation rates in most countries of the subregion were high, in most casesin the double digitswith
average rates higher in 1998 than in 1997 in the mgority of the countries.

44.  Theperformanceinthe miningindustries had been affected by unfavourable conditionsin the mgor
producing countries and the trends in world market prices. The subregion still has great potentid to be
redlized in this sector.

45, Regarding external debt, this continued to be amajor problem for Southern African countrieswith
four (4) countriesbeing classified as severdly indebted low-income countries. Aggregete dataindicated that
total external debt of Southern African member States increased from US$73,735 miillion in 1996 to
US$79,290 millionin 1997, thelast year for which complete datawas available. It seemed, however, thetin
1999 tota externd debt for the subregion might have decreased due to efforts by countries to limit new
borrowing.

46.  The Report on Economic and Socia Conditions dso showed further deterioration in socid

indicators. Population pressure in Southern Africa was imposing limits on the nationd management of
resources, hence hindering poverty dleviation efforts. Thiswas cregting socid problemsin termsof housing,
sanitation, hedlth, education and unemployment, and was dso placing unbearable pressure on existing and
aging urban facilities. The HIV/AIDS pandemic was most serious in Southern Africa adversdly affecting
progress in socio-economic development in the subregion. Resolving these problems depended on the
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resources committed within the context of socia and economic policies pursued in harmony with overdl
devel opment objectives.

47.  Thereport dso emphasized that peace, stability and economic development were fundamentally
intertwined and that aslong as conflicts continued to threeten Sability, economic development would remain
illudve

48.  Whilelaudable efforts had been made in the area of road transport services at nationd level, more
remained to be doneto improvetheinfrastructure. Long distance cross-border services were constrained
by the market responsiveness, standard of service and service charges. The tdecommunication industry
was performing better after privetization and liberdization of State monopolies. Regarding tourism, member
States had shown interest in exploiting nationd parks across nationa boundaries.

49.  The report drew attention to the issue of the escdating crime in the subregion, athough its
dimensionswere yet to be fully determined and itsimpact fully assessed. Preliminary consequences were,
however, that it continued to drive away foreign investors and thereby discouraged further domestic and
foreign investment.

50.  Economic prospects for year 2000 were far from certain. However, improved performance
depended on the outcome of anumber of domestic and externd factors such asthe degpening of structurd
reforms in the subregion, continuing rise in prices of minerds and other primary commodities on the
internationa markets and good weather. There were, nevertheless, modest grounds to expect continued
improvementsin the economic performance of the subregion in year 2000, with GDP growth expected to
average 5-6 per cent. Thiswas subject to many factorsincluding uncertainty of the weather and itsimpact
on agricultura production.

51. Intheinterventionsthat followed the presentation of the above- mentioned document, the Committee
raised variousissues rel ated to the structure and content of the report in general, and which could form the
bass for the recommendeations that would be adopted by the meeting. Among them were theissue of the
macro-economic performance of some member States, which did not give explanationsfor the performance
noted; the need to provide gender disaggregated data in economic and socid sectors; and the need to
provide accurate data and information that would alow experts to evauate the impact of crime on the
economic and socia development of the subregion.

52.  Rdated to the latter, the Committee noted that the section of the report on crime was not
objective mainly because of the conclusionswhich were based on biased sources of information. Therefore,
the report did not contain stati sticswhich portrayed the correct Stuation inthe member States of theregion.

Inthisregard, it was agreed that the Report on Economic and Socia Conditionsin Southern Africa: 1998-
1999 be adopted without including the section on crime, and that aworkshop be convened to examinethe
full report on crime.
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E. Relevant Decisions from Regional and Global Conferences (Agendaitem 6)

@ Review and Appraisal of the Implementation of the Inter national Conference on Population
and Development Programme of Action (ICPD-PA)

53.  The Committee consdered a “Report on the Outcome of the Appraisd of the ICPD+5 by

the African Region and the United Nations Generd Assembly”, doc. ECA/SRDC/SA/ICE/99/06. The
report gave a brief on the gppraisal of the International Conference on Population and Devel opment
Programme of Action (ICPD-PA) after five years of itsimplementation:

(@  African countrieswhich adopted recommendationsfor theway forward on population and
development in Africain the 21% century; and

(b)  theSpecid Sesson of the United Nations General Assembly which adopted key actionsfor
the further implementation of the PA.

54.  ThelCPD-PA wasadopted in September 1994 in Cairo, Egypt, by consensusby 179 countries. It
was subsequently endorsed by the United Nations Genera Assembly in its resolution 49/128 of 19
December, 1994. Africa sinput to the processthat led to the | CPD-PA wasthe Dakar/Ngor Declaration
(DND) on Population, Family and Sustainable Devel opment adopted at the 1992 Third African Population
Conference heldin Dakar, Senegd. The DND was endorsed at the highest level of the Heads of State and
Government of the Organization for African Unity (OAU) before it was presented at the ICPD in Cairoin
1994.

55.  Theobjectiveof the|CPD-PA istoraisethequality of lifeand thewdll-being of human beings, and
to promote human devel opment by recognizing the interrel ationshi ps between popul ation and devel opment
policiesand programmes aimed a achieving poverty eradication, sustained economic growth, inthe context
of sustainable development, education, especidly for girls, gender equity and equdlity, infant, child and
materna mortality reduction, provison of universal accessto reproductive hedth services, including family
planning and sexud hedlth, food security, human resource development.

56.  TheUnited Nations Economic and Sociad Council, initsresolution 1995/55 of July 1995 requested
the Secretary Generd to provide areport on the review and appraisa of the ICPD-PA every five years.
The Generd Assembly in its resolutions 52/188 of December, 1997 and 53/183 of 15 December, 1998
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decided to convene a specia sesson from 30 June to 2 July, 1999 to review and appraise the
implementation of the ICPD-PA.

57.  The review of the ICPD-PA was done through a series of conferences which included: the
International Forum a the Hague, 812 February, 1999; conferences by each of the five regiond
commissions of the United Nations (Economic and Sociad Commission for Asaand the Pacific, 25to 27
March, 1998; Economic Commission for Latin Americaand the Caribbean, 13-14 May, 1998; Economic
and Socid Commission for Western Asia, 22- 25 September, 1998; Economic Commission for Africa, 23-
25 September, 1998; and Economic Commission for Europe, 7-9 December, 1998); and the United
Nations Commission on Population and Development which acted as the Preparatory Committee for the
Generd Assembly Specid Session.

58.  The reviews and gppraisd by the African countries and the Generd Assembly identified
achievements in the implementation of ICPD-PA but there were adso congraints that dowed the

implementation of the PA. Among the achievementsin Africawere: grester involvement and consultations
with stakeholders in the formulation and implementation of population and development policies Sncethe
| CPD-PA was adopted; initiation of reflecting population issues in long-term planning in the context of

sugtainable development; grester senditization which is leading member States to take action to address
issues of gender equality, equity and empowerment of women, e.g. SADC gender programme; increased
sengtization and advocacy on reproductive rights and reproductive health services including those of the
adolescents, and onintegrated comprehensive services. Congraintswere many and included: deterioration
in socid and economic conditions in many countries; inadequeate nationd technica capacitiesto ded with
the integration of population and development variables in socio-economic and development planning;

politica ingability in some countrieswhich affect overdl development activities; lack of effective Sructures
and sysemsfor implementing policiesand programmes; reduced internationd financia support to populaion
and development programmes to African countries, the threat of HIV/AIDS which has had devadtating

impact on both economic and socid developmert that it is making it very hard to achieve many of the
objectives of the ICPD-PA. Based on theidentified positive and negative aspectsin these reviews, further
recommendations were made to accelerate the implementation of the DND and ICPD-PA.

59.  Recommendations for the way forward on population and development in Africa for the 21%
century by African countries, covered thefollowing areas. population development strategies, policiesand
inditutiona mechanisms, gender equdity, equity, empowerment of women and mae involvement;
reproductive hedlth and reproductive rights, family youth and adolescents; advocacy and the IEC drategies,
and the role of NGOs and the private sector in programme implementation.

60.  The outcome of the gppraisa by the United Nations Generd Assembly of the |CPD-PA wasthe
adoption of key actions for the further implementation of the PA in the following areas. population and
development concerns, gender equdity, equity, and empowerment of women; reproductive rights and
reproductive hedlth; partnerships and collaboration; and mobilization of resources.
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61. Based on the lessons of the assessment of the DND and |CPD-PA, there was need to strengthen
efforts and commitment in further implementation of the ICPD-PA.

62.  TheCommitteedid not raise questionson thisitem. It urged member statesto renew and strengthen
their commitments and support to popul ation and devel opment activities and apped ed to member Statesto
take concrete measures to implement the recommendati ons they adopted on theway forward on population
and development in Africain the 21 century.

63. The Committee further gppealed to member States to implement recommendations by the United
Nations Generd Assembly on key actions for further implementation of the ICPD-PA.

(b) Report on ECA Programme for Monitoring the Implementation of the Dakar and Beijing
Platforms of Action

64. Under this agendaitem, the meeting was reminded that at the Beijing International Conference on
Women in 1995, it was decided that a mid-decade review would be carried out both at the regiona and
globd levelsto assess progress made after five years of itsimplementation. The Economic Commission for
Africa(ECA), through the Technica Committee of the Whole (TEPCOW) and the Committee on Women
and Devel opment (CWID), was mandated to follow up, support and facilitate the monitoring and evauation
of the implementation of these commitments.

65. At the regiond level, the ECA organized the Sixth African Regionad Conference on Women in
Addis Ababa on 22-26 November, 1999. The main objectives of the Conference wereto: evauate the
implementation of Dakar and Beijing Platforms of Action; formulate and adopt a plan of action to
accd erate theimplementation of the Platforms; and preparefor Beijing +5, the Globa Review inNew Y ork
in June 2000.

66.  Themgor outcomes from the Conference were: drawing up and adoption of the African Plan of
Actionto accelerate theimplementation of the Dakar and Beijing Platforms of Actionfor the Advancement
of Women; Declaration of the Sixth African Regiond Conference on Women: Mid-Term Review of the
Implementation of the Dakar and Beljing Platforms of Action; and aframework for Africa sparticipation at
the Globd Mid-Term Review of thelmplementation of the Platformsof Actionin New Y ork in June 2000.

67. In order to support and ass st member Statesin enhancing the further implementation of the Dakar
and Beijing Platforms of Action, the Subregiona Development Centre, in collaboration with the African
Centre for Women at headquarters in Addis Ababa, SADC, COMESA and other stakeholders, was
planning to organize a gender networking meeting for Southern Africaiin 2000.

68. Infollow-up to the outcome of the Sixth Regiona Conference on Women, the ECA African Centre
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for Women undertook a number of activities. To enhance effective participation of Africa a the
Preparatory Committee Meeting in March 2000 and the Specid Session on Beijing+5, ECA engagedinthe
following activities

@ Dissemination of critical documentsto al member States,

(i) Sengtization of the New York African Group on the outcome of the Sixth Regiona
Conference and Africa s prioritiesin order to keep them in mind during negotiations;

(i) Setting up a mechanism for informa consultations among African ddegates during the
Preparatory Committee and the Special Session;

(iv) Organisation of an Information Workshop on 3 June, 2000 in New York to discuss

modalities and procedures for participation at the Specid Session and to disseminate the
latest version of the Outcome document.

69. In addition to the above, ECA has formulated post-Bejing+5 Strategies for monitoring the
implementation of Patforms for Action within the framework of follow-up to the outcome of the Sixth
Regional Conference. Thiswill condtitute itswork programme in the area of monitoring and eval uation of
the Platforms for Action between 2000-2004.

70.  Thegenerd objective of thework programmeisto identify fiveissuesfor drategic policy adjustment
on the basis of the dow progress that has been made in the implementation processin the past five years.

71. Theissues identified are:

0] Nationd Statistics Offices as a source for gender disaggregated data;
(i) Accountability system within the public sector;

(i) HIV/AIDS and its implications for women’s empowerment;

(iv)  Women'srights within the family; and

V) Therole of nationd machineriesin charge of women and gender affairs.

72.  Theimplementation process will entail collection of information on the current nationa policieson
theissues above through well formulated questionnaireswhich will bevaidated through aRegiona Mesting.
ThisRegiona Mesting, which will be attended by representatives of nationa governments and subregiond
IGOs, will dso vaidatethe choice of issues, oneissue per subregion, aswell asthe methodology proposed
for information collection. In this connection, it isrecommended that Southern Africasubregion considers
item (c): HIV/AIDS and itsimplications for women's empowerment. The conduct of the surveysand the
andysds of information collected will lead to the formulation of policy adjusment programmes in the five
areas. Once the programmes are vdidated, their implementation at the nationd level will take place
between 2002-2003. Close monitoring of theimplementation processwill be assured by ECA and 1GOs.
Evauation of theimplementation will be carried out a the nationd level and completed at subregiond level
where the IGOs will be responsible for the process of identifying the subregions priorities and the way
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forward for the next ten years. A highleve regiona consultation meeting will then be organized in 2004 to
consolidate the regiond priorities and formulate a policy framework for the advancement of women and
gender equdity for the next ten years. Thiswill be Africa's contribution to the Beljing+10 Conferencein
2005. Intheentire process close partnershipswill be established between ECA and national governments,
IGOs, NGOs, UN agencies and donors.

73. Inthediscussion that ensued, the Committee asked for guidance on the processes of
implementing the Beijing Platform of Action. 1t was observed that in the Dakar and Beijing Platforms for
Action, there was more emphasis on women which has been carried over to the implementation process
instead of the gender approach.

74. In response, a representative of the Secretariat explained that while the Platforms for Action
focused on empowering women, the recommended sirategy for doing SO was gender mainstreaming. This
would seek to gpproach women as equa actors and beneficiaries in devel opment, which would be more
effective in reducing disparities between women and men. It would be more effective in correcting the
margindization that resulted from using the Womentin-Development (WID) approach.

75.  The representative of the SADC Secretariat congratulated the presenters for the report.  She,

however, pointed out two problemsthat needed to be ironed out with respect to Regional and Internationa

Conferences. Firg wastheneed to clarify therolesof IGOsin order to maximizetheir contribution at such
mesetings, just like the NGOswhich will participateinthe Beljing + 5 Specid Sesson aongside government
ddlegations. Second, was the need to streamline the Regiond Meetingsin order to ensure that they were
cost effective.

76. In response, ECA acknowledged the need for clarifying the terms of reference (TOR) of 1GOs
dthoughininternationa fora, therewasalikelihood of duplication ance, unlikeNGO’s, IGO’ srepresented
member Stateswho normally chooseto present their individual cases. The Secretariat, however, took note
of this observation. It was further confirmed that ECA had recognized the need for streamlining regiond
conferences. As a result, ECA intended to have the evauation process of the implementation of the
Patforms for Action conducted at the nationd level and completed by the IGOs at the subregiond leve.
The saventh Regiond Conference will be a much smdler High Level Consultative Mesting which will
gynthesize the outcome of the subregiond evduations to formulate the policy framework for the
advancement of women in the next ten years.

F. Reportson ECA Programmes (Agendaitem 7 (@) ,(b) and (c) )

@ Impact of Population, Environment, Development and Agriculture (PEDA) Model on
Different Policy Optionsin Relation to Food Security

77.  The meeting consdered a presentation, which links population, environment development and
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agriculture (PEDA) modd. A brief on this was contained in a document entitled “ Short introduction to
PEDA.: an Advocacy Tool Modeling the I nterre ationships Between Popul ation, Devel opment, Environment
and Agriculturein Africa’, ECA/SRDC/SA/ICE/2000/7(a). Dueto high population growth that exceeded
that of food and agricultura production combined with rgpid environmenta degradetion, the mission of the
Food Security and Sustainable Development of ECA is to ensure food security and promote sustainable
development in Africa. In thisconnection, theCommission isplanning acritica programmeto raise policy-
makers awareness of the urgency of food, population and environmenta concerns (the nexus issues) in
deveopment planning and the need for integrated planning. The negetive synergy arisng from high and
rapid popul ation growth, food insecurity and environmental degradation posed challengeswhich needed to
be addressed in order to achieve these objectives.

78. It isin this context that ECA, with the assstance of Internationd Indtitute for Applied Systems
Andysis(I1ASA), has developed the PEDA modd. Thisisauser-friendly interactive computer modd for
theandysis of population, environment and agricultureinteractions. Themode focuseson theviciouscyde
modd of poverty, illiteracy, high fertility, land degradation and food insecurity and quantitetively
operationdises the vicious cycle and possible ways to bresk out of it.

79.  After discussing the data requirements of the modd which included demographic, agriculturd

production, land and water, loss of food, food imports and exports as well as food distribution data, a
prototype mode developed for Burkina Faso was used to demongtrate the |ong-term implications of
dternative policy scenariosfor thefood security status of eight population sub-groups defined according to
age, sex, education and place of residence.

80.  The meeting was aso informed that a this stage, only a prototype of PEDA Modd has been
developed. However, it has been initidized for sx countries and that for rea applications, locd experts
needed to fill the mode with the best empirica information available for their countries.

8l.  TheCommittee commended the Secretariat for the excellent presentation of themode and ECA for
developing such an advocacy bol. Among the few comments made during the discussion was the
suggestion that the model should be able to accommodate differences among countries with respect to
drought conditions, soils, prices of agriculturd inputs and outputs, rura-urban migration and the over-or
under-use of technologicd innovations which can affect food security.

82. In response, the Secretariat informed the meeting that rural-urban, interna and externd migration
are incorporated in the mode because the demographic and trangtion intengties estimated for the Sarting
period aswell asthe assumed trends over the projection period takeinto account changesin migration and
other demographic variables.

83.  The Secretariat dso emphasized the flexible nature of the modd which enablesthe user to put in
data and make assumptions which reflect the Stuation of the country he/sheis deding with. Infact, thisis
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the purpose of initidizing the modd for different countries.

(b) External Challenges, Internal Initial Conditions and Elements of Comprehensive Strategy

84.  TheCommittee congdered document entitled “Externd Chdlenges, Internd Initid Conditionsand
Elements of Comprehensive Strategy” (ECA/SRDC/SA/ICE/2000/7(b) ) which
focused on the following aspects:

0] the likey impacts of two mgor externd chalenges of globaisation and information
technology revolution on African economic performance;
(i) internd initid conditionsin Africaand Southern Africa a the dawn of the century in such

magor chalenges as “initial income, inequdity and poverty”, “production and export
sructure and structurd transformation”, “ growth and required invesment”, “ human capita
formation”, and “scientific and technology capacity”.

85. It is important to note that African countries face serious externd chalenges in spite of some
perceived benefits from grester integration to the globa economy through potentia linkages such as
increased trade, efficient dlocation of globa savingsviaintegrated capita markets, and improved accessto
knowledge and technology. The globad economy has become more interdependent as a result of
globalization and the rules of internationd trade in the context of the WTO regime. In thisregard, African
countrieswould find it increasingly difficult to protect their domestic marketsfor infant industry. At thesame
time, there areincreased pressuresto further liberdize their domestic markets thereby making it difficult to
catch up with the developed world in asmilar way asfor East and Southeast Asian countries. Moreover,
protection of intellectua property rights pre-empted duplicativeimitation of foreign technologies, which can
lead to innovation and thus made it costly to assmilate and adapt these technologies.

86.  Although there have been substantid progresses on economic reformsincluding macro-economic
stabilization and liberalization, Africa enters the 21% century as the poorest, with the lowest physical and
human capitd accumulation, and the most technol ogicaly backward region with a rather dim prospect about
itsfuture. Africa, which accountsfor 12.5 percent of theworld' s population, producesonly 3.7 per cent of
the globa GDP and trades goods and services less than 1.5 per cent of the globa trade. Africa has the
worgt income didribution in the world — the richest 20 per cent of the population in the world receive 51
per cent of total expenditure while the poorest 20 per cent receive only 5 per cent. Moreover, 43.5 per
cent of the African population were living below ared poverty line of $39 per person per month.

87.  To probetheissue of poverty aleviation and required growth in the Continent and the Southern
Africaregion, the paper reportsthe required investment ratesto achieve theinternationa development god
of reducing poverty by haf by theyear 2015. According to the Economic Report on Africa2000 (ECA),
the required investment to enable a GDP growth rate of 6.2 per cent (necessary to obtain the god of
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reducing poverty by haf) per annum for Southern Africawould be about 38 per cent of GDP. Thisneeds
to be compared with the current investment rate of 18 per cent of GDP. In the area of human capitd,
progressin education and health made in Africaover thelast haf acentury notwithstanding, both thequality
and volume of human capitd formation is widdy acknowledged as being grosdy insufficient to achieve
active innovation and adaptation essentia to increase productivity and competitiveness.

88.  Despitedl this, it could be argued that the prevailing conditionswithin the African continent did not
preclude a take-off to rgpid and sustained growth. There were emerging Signs of a new awareness and
determination on the part of many African leaders to pursue new gpproaches and some countries were
enjoying successin contrast to their own recent past. It wasimportant to build on these successesin order
to play afirm foundation for long-term development. Moreover, the continent had alot of scopefor more
effective use of its resources for development.

89. Reforming the African economiesto enable them to adjust with the changing economic and political
environment was vital and long over due. But the emphasis on macro economic Sability through
deflationary measuresfailed to address the fundamenta structural congtraints. The development challenges
and condraints facing the mgority of African countries at the dawn of the new century were complex and
multidimengond-involving economic, socio-culturd, political and environmenta factors and could not be
adequately addressed through separate and isolated interventions.  This was compounded by the high
population growth rates which, combined with low incomes, had resulted in low or negative per capita
income growth rates and high dependency ratios.

90.  Takingthesefactorsinto account, animportant consideration in formulating adevel opment Strategy
for Africa was the recognition that these challenges and condraints required a broad-based
integrated/comprehensive gpproach that could address al the key issuesin aco-ordinated manner. There
was currently a growing consensusin the development community that such an gpproach must go beyond
relying solely on markets for resource alocation and the attainment of dynamic growth and developmen.
One of theessentid messageswasthat dynamic growth and development could be achieved through active
participation in the globa economy by African countries. This would require a mgor effort by African
Governments and their development partners as well as politica will to undertake the requisite action to
reversethelong-term processes of marginalization and exclusion that had underpinned the continent’ s poor
economic performance in the past.

91.  TheCommittee was concerned about whether Africaishaving somebenefitsfrom the globdization,
given the andysis provided in the report. They were further concerned about the reported decline of

agriculture sharein GDP without aconcomitant increase in the manufacturing sector, but rather anincrease
of the service sector.

92.  The representative of the ECA secretariat informed the mesting that in terms of direct benefits
Africawasnot having any sofar. However, heindicated that Africaneeded morefocusin its development
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drategiesto takefull benefitsof the globalization process. He emphasized the need for African countriesto
increase va ue added in their products by transforming their economic structure away from low value added
primary products towards resource based industriesincluding agro- processing products. The meetingwas
further informed that the predominance of the service sector in African economies & this stage of thelr
development isan indication of what isbeing caled as defective transformation, which isincons stent with
the higtorically observed stylized facts. Thisstructurd disarticulation wasfurther confirmed by the stagnation
in sectora employmen.

93.  TheCommittee expressed concern about thefact that the required growth and investment scenarios
on Africa's development do not take into consderation the views and development activities being

undertaken by 1GOs and other development indtitutions at subregiond levels. Participants were of the
opinion that thefigures presented in the report on Africa sinitid conditionsand externd chalenges may not
fully reflect the fact that Africa has enormous potentid which is not being fully utilized. The mesting

suggested in this respect that cross-fertilization gpproach should be used by ECA and other devel opment
inditutions in such away that what was seen as weakness in one country could become strength in another
country.

94.  The Committee took note of the report in the light of the above observations.
(c) Development Management Division: Programme of Work for 2000: Core Activities

95.  TheCommittee was briefed on the ECA Development Management Divison (DMD) Programme
of Work for 2000 contained in document ECA/SRDC/SA/ICE/2000/(7(c)). Thefivecoreactivitieswere:
Regiond Workshops on Governance Indicators, Consultative Meeting on : Forum for Appointed Elected
Parliamentarianson their rolein Devel opment Management; Participation in Development and Governance
inAfrica. Revigting the Practicesand Processes (ARUSHA+10); Strategic Framework for Designing and
providing Support Servicesto enhance Regiona and Globa Competitiveness of Small and Medium-szed
Enterprisesin Africa; and Strengthening the Effectiveness of Financia Resources Management by Regiond

and Loca Governments,

96. In the discussions that ensued, participants raised issues regarding governance indicators being
developed by the ECA. The SADC Secretariat informed the meeting of the SADC Regiona Human
Development Report which was prepared by the Southern African Politica Economy Series (SAPES) in
Harare for SADC and UNDP and which included the development of good governance indicators. The
meeting was a so informed that the 1999 volumewas under preparation. Inforging effective partnership on
thisproject, the ECA Secretariat was advised toinvolve SADC Parliamentary Forumin theimplementation
of thisimportant project.

G. Reports by Cooperating Partners; (DBSA, SADC, FAO and PAID-ESA)
(Agendaitem 8)
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97. Under this agenda item, the Committee consdered statements by representatives from the
Development Bank of Southern Africa(DBSA), the Southern African Development Community (SADC),
Food and Agriculture Regiona Office (FAO) and Pan African Indtitute for Development in Eastern and
Southern Africa (PAID-ESA).

98. Dr. Stephen Mcube, arepresentative of the Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA)
thanked the ECA and the SRDC-SA for inviting his organisation to participate in the ICE and NICI
Mestings. He expressaed continued interest of the BDSA, through its Development Information Business
Unit (DIBU), to participate in the activities and initiatives of ECA asawhole and SRDC-SA in particular.
He informed the Committee that the DIBU has a wdll-devel oped record of excellencein providing ussble
knowledge in various areas of socio-economic development information. He took advantage of the
important meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts (ICE) and presented aset of publications
on the South Africa 2020 Foresight, and the latest publication on a Comparative Anadyss of Economic
Development in the nine provinces of South Africaa He hoped that the SRDC-SA would find the
publications useful in itswork.

99.  Therepresentativeof SADC Secretariat, Dr. Athdliah Molokomme, acknowledged the action taken
by the ECA SRDC-SA to devel op an effective mechaniam for co- ordination between ECA and the RECs
in order to increase synergy among their respective programmes.  This is reflected in the incluson of
SATCC in the development of a common road transport development programme with COMESA and
ECA, under the broader umbrellaof African Road Safety Initiative. SADC Secretariat also welcomed the
prospect of developing ajoint SADC-ECA Report on Economic and Socia Conditionsin Southern Africa
Future areas of collaboration under discussion includetechnical assstancefromthe ECA inthe prepartion
of the 1999 SADC annual report, the development of amode on how to bring about an economic growth
rate of more than 6.2 per cent that is required to reduce poverty according to ECA estimates.

100. Inthefiedof gender equdity, the SADC presentation shared the policy and indtitutiona framework
for gender in SADC, aswdl as some of the achievements and congraintsin theimplementation of the Plan
of Actionfor Gender in SADC. SADC aso expressed concern at the absence of aclear mechanismfor the
participation of IGOsa UN international conferences as reflected in the African Regiona Conference for
Women in Addis Ababain November, 1999 and the Bejing + 5 Review to be held in New Y ork in June,
2000. SADC underlined the importance of working out amore concrete strategic partnership framework
of cooperation between the ECA and SADC. In this regard, the presentation shared the partnership
framework developed in 1998 between SADC and UNDP n the area of gender equdity. SADC
Secretariat 1ooks forward to deegpening the cooperation with the ECA SRDC-SA inthisfidd, with aview
to ensuing better coordination of their programmes. Thiswould avoid unnecessary duplication and wastage
of resources, and enhance the impact of interventions.
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101. TheFAO representative, Dr. Fouda Onambele, addressed the Committee on the importance of

developing new initiativesin the information sector; supporting existing initiatives, and developing aPlan of

Actionfor Africain the Information Age. He stressed theimportance of information technology asthe axis
onwhichtota transformation, development and ideasrevolves. However, lack of resources madeit difficult
for most African countriesto benefit from information technology. Consequently, he appedled to donorsto
assigt African countries on acquisition of information technology through grants so that the debt burden for
African countries was not worsened.

102. He underlined the involvement of dl stakeholders in developing a plan of action for Africain
information Age and that they should devel op programmes that would enhance communication. Therewas
need for resources and Strategies to support the implementation of the Plans of Action.

103. The FAO representative then briefed the Committee on FAO's activities on information. He
referred to a quotation of the Director-Genera of FAO, Dr. Jacques Diouf in hisforeword tothe FAO's
Corporate Communication Policy and Strategy: “As we agpproach the new millennium, our incressngly
globalized world seems more than ever divided between those suffering from informeation overload and the
millions of otherswith little or no accessto information. The chalengeto FAO, therefore, isto ensure that
its information and corporate messages reach its targeted audiences and partners, usng the new
communication tools and technol ogiesin the most cost effectiveway” . He then gave examples of established
information programmes/activities of FAO which incdluded: The World Agriculturd Information Centre
(WAICENT) as a drategic programme for agricultura information, management and dissemination; the
Domegtic Anima Divergty Information Sysem (DAD-1S) providing extensve databases, tools, guiddines,
references and contacts, Emergency Prevention System for Trans-boundary Anima and Plant Pests and
Diseases (EMPRES); and the Globd Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS) for compiling and
exchanging information that was essentid for providing regular bulletins on food crop production and
markets a the globa leve, aswell as Stuation reports on regiond and country-by-country basis.

104. In his presentation, the Director of PAID-ESA, Dr. L. Banga, explained the mission of PAID-
ESA as awhole which is concerned with management training research and consultancy for the whole of
Africa, South of the Sahara. He explained that PAID-ESA wasoneof thefour Regiond Indtitutesof PAID
which was founded in 1964, with PAID-ESA starting operationsin 1979 and covers nineteen countriesin
Eastern and Southern Africa

105. Dr. Banga outlined the scope of work and activities of PAID-ESA which largely conditutes the
running of twelve courses on average, per year comprisng long (9 month) post-graduate and under-
graduate diplomacoursesin Project Management, Higher Diplomain Didrict Hedth Management and short
needs-specific, talor-made courses in other management areas.  Other activities include consultancy
sarvices, research services, and collaboration with ECA and ECA/SRDC/SA in particular.

106. Among the areas of collaboration with ECA are the Fifth Meeting of ICE; Forum on Policy
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Optionsfor Promoting Economic Empowerment of Women Entrepreneursin Eastern and Southern Africa
in June, 1999, Dar-Es-Sdaam, Tanzania, and Sixth African Regiond Conference on Women, November
1999, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

107.  With regard to collaboration with ECA/SRDC/SA, he highlighted two workshops which were
planned for implementation in 1999 but were postponed due to lack of funding. These were two High
Level Awareness Raisng Workshopson Issuesin the Nexus of Population, Food Security and Environment
which were respectively planned for High Level Planners and Implementers.

108. He dso underscored the importance of te theme Globdization and the Information Age. In
highlighting the importance of information and communication, Dr. Banga outlined the problems which
include the poor gtate of the communication infrastructure in most countriesin the region. The age of the
exiding infrastructure which has resulted in very high maintenance and operations cogts, and findly, the
resulting high cost of communication services per person or organization in the region. In this regard, he
updated the delegates on progress thet PAID-ESA made onitsIT Services and programme.

109. Concluding his presentation, Dr. L. Banga expressed his appreciation of the cooperation taking
place between PAID-ESA an ECA/SRDC-SA, for it fitsone of the Guiding principasof PAID, whichis

<to further, by dl lawful means available to it, the economic, socid and culturd
development of the countries of Africato enable African Officialsto assume responsibility
at variouslevesfor the tasksto be carried out among the peoplein order to promote their
development and improve ther levels of living>

110. The Committee recognised the good work done by PAID-ESA. However, it observed that
there was need to improve its publicity so that the inditution is better known.

H. Regional Prioritiesand Programme of Work of ECA/SRDC-SA (Agendaitemn 9)

111. TheMesting consdered the document entitled “Work Programmefor the Biennium: 2000- 2001
and the Medium Term Plan for 2002 to 2005. (ECA/SRDC/SA/ICE/2000/9. Regarding the 2000—2001
Biennium Work Programme, the SRDC-SA activities were under the sub-programme “ Support to
Subregiond Activitiesfor Development.” Asin the previous biennium, the 2000-2001 work programme
activities of the Centre aimed a promoting regiond cooperation and integration in Southern Africa by:

?? Providing effective technica support to the RECs and member Statesin implementing priority
community programmes, and

?? Providing a forum to facilitate networking and dialogue among public sector, civil society,
private sector and development partners,

?? Fadilitaing integration activities of the United Nations sysem and specidized agencies, in
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collaboration with UNDP and the United Nations Resident Coordinator System &t nationa
levd;
?? Strengthening ECA’ s outreach in Southern Africa

112. Detalled activities were provided in the document presented to the meeting. These included
meetings of the ICE, collaboration with RECs and other indtitutions, advisory services to member States,
studies, workshops, ad-hoc expert group meetings and publications by the Centre.

113. The core activities to be carried out in 2000 were: Coordination of National Mechanisms for
Economic Cooperation and Integration in Southern Africa; Gender Networking in Southern Africa; a
Subregiona Roundtable Conference on Relations between the Public and Private Sectors; aFramework
for Accderated Development of Smal-Scae Mining in the SADC region; and Deveopment of Efficient,
Safe and Integrated Transport Systemsin Eastern and Southern Africa.

114. The Secretariat caled on the Meeting to consider congtituting an Advisory Board to beinvolvedin
and assist the Centre on certain activitiesto ensure that the activities of the Centre effectively responded to
the needs of member States and the subregion as whole. The Secretariat further gppeadled to member
States and devel opment partnersto providefinanciad and/or human resourcesto support theimplementation
of planned activities, especidly with regard to workshops, seminars and other training activities. Member
States were dso cdled upon to make contributions to the United Nations Trust Fund for African
Development (UNTFAD).

115. Regarding the 2000- 2005 proposed Medium Term Plan, the focuswas on thefollowing aspects of
regiona cooperation and integration:  efficient management of the economy through good governance;
harmonization of macro-economic policies;, promotion of trade and investment; integration of gender indl
development programmes; integration of nexus issues of population, food security and environment indl
development programmes; development of safe, efficient and integrated trangport and communication
infrastructure and services, and more efficient exploitation of minerd, energy and water resources.

116. It was expected that the implementation of activitiesin the above focus areaswould by the end of
the plan period result in: sgnificantly enhanced cgpacity of the inditutiond mechanisms for regiond
integration in the subregion; grester coordination and harmonization of development policies and
programmes of the countriesin the subregion; increased participation of population of the populaionsasa
whole (especidly women) in al aspects of development activities, and increased impact of the activities of
the UN system in generd, and ECA in particular, in the subregion.

117. TheCommitteere-iterated the use of informeation and communication technology by member States
as tool to enhance efficiency and cost savings through the use of the Internet, e commerce and other
technol ogies which will reduce travel cogts. The use of educationa data network is aso useful because it
reaches larger populations and therefore provides more efficient coverage. The Committee therefore
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recommended that the use of 1CTs should be one area of focusin the SRDC-SA work programmefor this
period. Member States would, however, require support to implement the use of ICTs.

118.  Inresponse, the Director reaffirmed ECA’s support to the process of regiona integration. The
current NICI workshop was therefore afoll ow- up to the African Devel opment Forum and in recognition of
the importance of Information and Communication Technology.

119. Commenting onthe Medium-Term Plan 2000- 2005, the Committeeraised theissue of includingin
thework programme a seif-financing mechanism for Regiond Economic Communities. The Director pointed
out that in addition to the role played by the Regiona Integration and Co-operation Divison, for
sugtainahility in programme implementation, the issue of a sdlf- sugtaining mechanism will be incorporated
into the Centres' work programme for Regional Economic Communities.

120. Responding to arequest for member States to propose atheme for the next economic report, the
Committee proposed the theme* Enhancing and Strengthening | nformation I nfrastructure and Processesfor
Accderated Development”. The Committeefurther recommended that ECA should commission astudy on
moddities to assst member States to effectively strengthen their information system. The output from the
study would provide a useful input into the Tenth African Conference of Information Minigters and the
Radio and Televison Networking in AfricaWorkshop, both of which will be hosted by Zambiain theyear
2001.

121.  The Committee sought clarification on amodality to address duplication between COMESA and
SADC intheimplementation of activitiesin the subregion. The Director responded that ECA supportsthe
implementation of programmes by |GOs (RECs) and these programmes are decided upon by their member
States. Where duplication is found to occur, as in the case of the transport sector, the ECA facilitated
harmonization.

122.  The Committee observed that the part of the work programme beyond 2001 did not spell out
gpecific programme aress and did not include the issue of gender. The Director clarified that UN
programmes are biennia and budgeted for accordingly. Therefore, the medium-term programme is
presented in broad general areas and in the event that gender was excluded, it would be included.

l. National Planning for | nformation and Communication Technology in Southern Africa
(Agendaitem 10)

123.  The Committee considered apaper entitled, “ The Process of Developing Nationa |nformation and
Communication Infrastructure (NICI) in Africa’. Prompted by he advancement of information and
communication technologies, development aid-led ICT initiatives and widespread use of the Internet, a
number of African countries had introduced awide range of policies and nationa Strategies during the last
threeyears. Half of the African countries had aready embarked on the devel opment and i mplementation of
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nationa information and communication plans. However, the impact of these policeswasvisbleonly to a
few because an overwhelming mgority of Africans had yet 1 access basic communication services.

Although the last two years witnessed a growing understanding of the needs for universal access, lack of

clear direction, inadequate resources and limited politica readinesshad continued to widen the gap between
policy objectives and actions and between expectations and redizations. The paper discussed the driving
forces for, the status and implication of emerging broad- based nationd information and communication

palicies in the Southern African subregion. Based on data gathered by the Economic Commission for

Africa, the World Bank and the Internationd Telecommunication Union and usng some of the recent

opinions, it presented an andysis of the Situation and proposed policy directions for building nationa and
regiond information and communication infrastructure in Southern Africa

124. Advances in information and communication technologies were transforming the way people
worked, learned, lived and were creating a new infrastructure for business and wedlth cregtion, scientific
research, and socid interaction. The opportunities provided by new information and communication

technologies (ICTs) had captured not only the attention of developed nations that hitherto built the
underlying infrastructure and created an educated citizenry capable of saizing the benefits of aknowledge
society but dso developing nationsthat are triving to “catch up”. Although developing nations, especidly
sub- Saharan African countries, vary consderably from developed countriesin the primacy of infrastructure
use over technology production, the extent of socid and economic development and the level of basic
infrastructure development information and communication technologies could provide an opportunity to
“legpfrog” some of their development steps.

125. ICTswouldfacilitate thedelivery of basc services such aseducation and heath in Africa. Business
in African countries could “legpfrog” into the maindream of development, because ICTs offered
opportunitiesto buy and sdll tocustomerswithout limitation of boundary. |CTsoffered enormous potentia

for enhancing employment opportunities, improving universities capacities to ded with ther recurrent

education crigs, heping research ingtitutions to excd in science and technology and making government
more respongve and accessible to the needs of its citizens. With limited mobilisation of government’s
efforts, without a cohesive and coherent strategy on information infrastructure, with inadequate resources
and without a sense of purpose in using ICTs, it will be difficult for developing countries to capture the
benefits of the new technologies.

126. Thelast ten years has witnessed a growing government attention to information and
communication technologies and drategies for ICT gpplications. Prompted by the United States
Global/Nationd Information Infrastructure Agendathat wasintroduced in the early 1990s, many countries
and regions have devel oped e aborate policies, plansand srategies. Although the label svary from country
to country, these drategies have a amilar intent- they address the need for proactive steps to meet the
chdlenges of the globd information society by building capabilitieswd | beyond the current information and
communications infrastructure. The Canadian Government referred to those dtrategies as "information
highway", the United States referred to it ether as "Nationd Information Infrastructure’ or the "Globa
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Information Infrastructure’. Europe used the term "information society,” and to Japan such a proactive
drategy was the "advanced information infrastructure’ of the "intellectudly creative society of the 21t
Century.” African countries had aso begun to develop their nationd information and communication
infrastructure plans (NICI).

127.  The Committee raised a number of issues regarding nationd information and communication
infrastructure plans. 1t wasindicated that providing accessto rurdl aressisthe main chalengeinthe SADC
subregion. It wasdso highlighted that the key issueis not thetechnology but rather the appropriate policy,
regulatory framework, infrasiructureand resources. |t wasnoted that various universal servicesand models
had aready been developed ranging from rura cooperatives to setting up Universal Service Agency asin
the case of South Africa. There are a number of innovative techniques to address the resources issues
including the use of private sector and community groupsto deploy networksin rurd aress, levying taxeson
public goods, specia rates for schools and clinics, etc.

128. It was noted that some countries found it difficult to define the most optima privatization

route in the telecommunications sector. It was not clear whether privatization was the only answer to
increase tele-dengty.  Experience in Mauritius showed that government should develop along-term plan
and develop pertinent strategy. South Africa emphasizes socid obligation with strategic equity partner.

129. The Committee aso raised issues of regiond connectivity and new models for deployment

of asubregional backbone. 1t was noted that nationa backbones should emergefird. It wasimportant to
develop subregiond backbone based on economic grouping. Efforts by ComTel and SADC to build a
regiona backbone should be encouraged.

130. The Committee dso noted the need to develop country specific nationd information and
communication policiesand plans. Information and communication technol ogieswere knowledgeintensive,
thus, there was aneed for NICI plans to take into account the development and content and applications
and to target key user groups. The Nationd Information and Communication Policy must respond to
overdl development godls.

J. Any Other Business (Agendaitem 11)

131.  The Committee observed that not al member States of the ECA/SRDC-SA were represented
inthe Meeting and asked whether there were any apologies. The secretariat replied that two countrieswere
absent, namdly:  Angola and Mozambique, and that there was no gpology received from them.

K. Date and venue of the Next Meeting (Agendaitem 12)

132. TheMiniger of Information and Broadcasting from Maawi, Hon. Stambuli, MP, offered
that Maawi would hogt the next ICE Meeting. The Committee warmly welcomed this offer and
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agreed that the Seventh Meeting of 1CE will be hed in Mdawi in the first quarter of 2001. The
exact venue and date would be agreed upon in consultation between the Secretariat and the
Government of the Republic of Mdawi.

L. Adoption of the Report (Agendaitem 13)

133. The Committee adopted the draft report after amendments.

M.  Closureof the Meeting (Agendaitem 14)

134. The Director of the SRDC-SA thanked the Government of the Republic of Namibia for
hogting the ICE and the excdlent hospitaity extended to dl participants, the Minigters from Lesotho,
Maawi and Zambiafor joining the experts; participants and cooperating partnersfor their support; and the
Divisonsa ECA headquartersfor the strong support, especialy the cooperation with DISD in organizing
the ICE and NICI Subregional Workshop.

135. Heinformed the Committee that the SRDC-SA would follow up toimplement thedecisons of the
meeting. The ICE Report would be submitted to the ECA Minigterid Follow-up Committee which would
meset in Abuja, Nigeriafrom 1-5May 2000. The Centrewould aso take stepsto organize aworkshop on
the Study on the Impact of Crime on Socid and Economic Development in Southern Africa. Inthisregard,
he cdled for support from member States in terms of hosting the workshop and ensuring that relevant
experts from the countries participate at the work.

136. Finally, the Director thanked the Government of the Republic of Mdawi for offering to host the
Seventh | CE meeting early 2001.

137. In his cloging remarks, Mr. Madume J. Kaulinge, Director of the Nationa Planning
Commission Secretariat in the Office of the Presdent of the Government of the Republic of Namibia,
thanked al the participants for their valuable contributions. He encouraged them to come back to
Windhoek in their private capacities.
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