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[image: image2.png]Honourable Minister of Transport for Gabon; Honourable
Ministers from ECOWAS and CEMAC countries; President and
Members of the Coordination Committee; Directors General of
Civil Aviation Administrations; Representatives of
International Organizations and Development Partners; Airline
Executives; Distinguished Guests; Ladies and Gentlemen

I am here today to represent Mr. Hachim Koumare, our
Director in Yaoundé and Mr. Hackim Ben Hammouda, my
Director. Both send their deepest regrets for not being able to
attend this very important meeting of Transport and Aviation
Ministers from the CEMAC and ECOWAS regions. Both could
not be here because of other pressing engagements. I am
honoured to be representing them. I am equally honoured to
be in your company.

Let me begin by thanking the Government and the people of
Gabon for hosting this meeting and the generous hospitality
accorded us.

The Economic Commission for Africa has always stood behind
the Yamoussoukro Decision. It is the view of the Commission
that air transport is an important facet of the regional
integration process of Africa.

ECA was there when the process began in Mbabane,
Swaziland in 1984 where preliminary proposals on the
liberalization of air transport in Africa were formulated. We
were also present, in 1988, when the main structures of the
“Yamoussoukro Decision” were laid through a declaration.
Under the auspices of the African Union, in 1999, again in
Yamoussoukro, African Ministers of Transport adopted a
common framework for the opening up of the skies hanging
over our great continent. This framework is what has become
a common “household” name in the African Aviation
communities as the “Yamoussoukro Decision.” ECA was
happy to have stood with the member States, AU, AFRAA,
AFCAC and RECs during the whole process leading to the
Decision. We “travelled” the whole journey because we believe
it is the right thing to do as it would lead to the improvement





[image: image3.png]of air transportation on the continent and draw communities
closer to each other. A liberalized air transport system would
not only provide access for countries, particularly those land-
locked but could help reduce conflicts among nations.

Distinguished delegates, it is because of our unwavering
commitment to the implementation of the Yamoussoukro
Decision that we assisted CEMAC and ECOWAS to sign a
Memorandum of Understanding on the implementation of the
Decision. This MoU is part of the reason for the assistance of
the World Bank and other development partners in the
implementation phase of the Decision. Fellow delegates, be
assured that ECA would continue to work with the AU and
other actors in supporting and monitoring every phase of the
implementation of the Decision.

Honourable Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen, as you are well
aware, the Yamoussoukro Decision has resulted in speeding
up the liberalization of access to air transport market in
Africa. It has also brought airport and air space management
reforms, which showed a better advantage of competition
resulting from free access to the air transport market.
However, to ensure the full liberalization of the air transport
market, it is necessary to develop appropriate regulatory
measures to ensure the role playing of all stakeholders. This
will ensure the safety and security of our skies and fair
competition among the operators.

Distinguished participants, today’s meeting of Ministers from
the two sub-regions, Central and Western Africa, is very
important and useful for a number of reasons. First, through
such forums, Ministers and the Aviation communities from the
two regions could share and disseminate vital information
necessary to speed up the implementation of the
Yamoussoukro Decision. Second, such meetings help in
keeping the Yamoussoukro Decision alive. Third, by coming
together, Ministers and policymakers are kept well-informed
on the progress, achievements and challenges of the
implementation of the Decision. Honourable Ministers your
attendance to these meetings would enable you member States
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transportation in their respective countries.

Today’s meeting is taking two significant steps in the
implementation process of the Yamoussoukro Decision. On
the agenda are two important items. One is the review and
evaluation of how countries are proceeding with the
implementation of the Yamoussoukro Decision. This
presentation would be very helpful to policymakers and donors
as they are learning first hand what progress is being made,
what the achievements are, and the challenges member
countries are facing with the implementation process. The
second item on the agenda is the presentation of the COSCAP
projects and the harmonization of economic regulations in
CEMAC and ECOWAS countries. The COSCAP projects and
the report on economic regulation would also contribute in
providing a very conducive environment for air transport in the
two sub-regions. This environment would be safe, secure,
efficient and competitive.

Honourable Ministers as you are aware some air accidents
have occurred in the two sub-regions which have impacted
negatively on the air transport industry. The COSCAP projects
would therefore help member countries to establish
independent institutions that would handle safety and
security issues, relating to air transport. It would also accord
operators and employees in the aviation industry a free hand
to carry out their work.

Ladies and Gentlemen, let me end by assuring you that the
ECA would continue to spare no effort to assist member States
and RECs towards full implementation of Yamoussoukro
Decision. I thank you all for granting the ECA the opportunity
to participate in this august meeting and we wish you a
successful delibrations.




