Addendum 1

Decisions taken at the Heads of State and Government of the 

Organisation of African Unity at Sirte, Libya, 8 – 9 September, 1999  

The Heads of State and Government of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), meeting in Sirte, Libya at the fourth Extraordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organisation of African Unity, from 8 to 9 September 1999, deliberated extensively on the ways and means of strengthening African unity and have decided to:

1. Establish an African Union, in conformity with the ultimate objectives of the Charter of the OAU and the provisions of the Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community.

2. Ensure the speedy establishment of all the institutions provided for in the Abuja Treaty, such as the African Central Bank, the African Monetary Union, the African Court of Justice and, in particular the Pan-African Parliament. The Parliament is planned to be established by the year 2000. It is aimed to provide a common platform for the peoples of the continent and their grass-root organisations to involve them in decision-making on the major issues facing the continent.

3. The Council of Ministers has been mandate to take the necessary measures to ensure the implementation of the above decisions and, in particular, to prepare the constitutive legal text of the Union. The Council is expected to submit its report to the Thirty-sixth Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organisation. 

Plan of Action to ensure the inclusion of women 

in the new instances to be created following the Sirte Declaration
1. What actions should be undertaken to device mechanisms that would facilitate and ensure women's participation in the electoral process of the Pan-African Parliament , or their appointment to these new structures (the African Central Bank, the African Monetary Union, the African Court of Justice) and other leadership areas? 

2. What actions should be taken by governments, civil society, including non-governmental organizations and the private sector, and women themselves, to ensure their participation in these decision-making structures and processes?

3. How can we ensure that for women's interests are taken into account and their  perspective incorporated in the constitutive legal texts of the Union and all the related structures ? 

4. What actions should be taken to ensure the equal access to and full participation of women in the preparation of the constitutive legal texts of the Union and all the related structures?

5. How do we incorporate these into the Regional Plan of Action for the next five years?

