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1. K.Y. Amoako has been Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, the regional arm of the United Nations in Africa, at the rank of Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations since 1995. He is a Board member of the Development Gateway Foundation and Chair of its Editorial Committee, a member of the Global Information and Infrastructure Commission, and a member of the Commission on Capital Flows to Africa. He is also Chair of the Commission for HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa (CHGA) and recently served as a member of the World Health Organization’s high-level Commission on Macroeconomics and Health. Prior to ECA, he worked at the World Bank for two decades, latterly in senior positions ,including: Director of the Education and Social Policy Department with responsibility for providing strategic leadership for the Bank's programmes on poverty reduction and human resource development (1993-1995); Division Chief of the Human Resources Operations Division for Brazil, Venezuela and Peru (1990-1992); and Division Chief for Country Operations for six countries in eastern Africa (1985-1990).  Among Dr. Amoako's principal publications is ‘Balance of Payments Problems and Exchange Rate Policy: The Ghanaian Experience’ (1974). In addition, he supervised the preparation of major World Bank reports and policy papers including: ‘Higher Education: The Lessons of Experience’ (1993); ‘Enhancing Women's Participation in Economic Development’ (1994); and ‘Advancing Social Development: A Contribution to the Social Summit’ (1995). ‘Perspectives on Africa's Development’ (2000) contains the texts of 40 major speeches by made Dr. Amoako on the region's challenges delivered since 1996. He received his B.A. (Hons) with a concentration in Economics from the University of Ghana in Legon and his M.A. and Ph.D. in Economics from the University of California at Berkeley.  

2.  Patrick Asea is the Director of the Economic and Social Policy Division of the Economic Commission for Africa. His research interests are in asset pricing, financial econometrics and macroeconomics. He has been an Assistant Professor of Economics at the University of California, Los Angeles and a Faculty Research Fellow of the National Bureau of Economic Research (Cambridge, Mass.). Patrick Asea has served as consultant to the Federal Reserve Banks of New York and St. Louis and the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve, the World Bank, IMF and OECD, Development Center. He has published in several international peer reviewed journals including the Journal of Econometrics, Journal of Public Economics, Journal of Economic Dynamics and Control, Review of International Economics and Journal of African Economies. He has been an associate editor of the Journal of International Economics and is currently associate editor of the Journal of African Finance and Economic Development and the African Development Review. He is a member of the American Statistical Association and the Econometric Association.
3. Dianne Bates joined RMB in 1986.  After completing a Diploma in Accountancy, she joined the Operations Department and became responsible for the Futures Market. In 1991, she was transferred to the Futures Clearing Operation (FCO), RMB’s Clearing member.  Since then, Dianne has headed up the FCO, managing more than 40% of the Financial Markets Members with 50% of the open interest.

4. Nicholas Biekpe is an Associate Professor of Finance and Statistics at the University of Stellenbosch (South Africa) and a Visiting Professor in Emerging Markets Finance at the University of Salford (UK). He is also the Director of the Emerging Markets Research Centre at the University of Salford and Head of the Africa Centre for Investment Analysis at the University of Stellenbosch. He is currently the Executive Editor of the African Finance Journal and a joint Editor of the Emerging Financial Markets Journal and has published widely in several international academic journals.  Professor Biekpe is the Vice President of the African Finance Association, Vice President of the Emerging Markets Finance Association, a fellow of the Royal Statistical Society of Great Britain, member of the Southern African Finance Association and member of the African Finance Association. Professor Biekpe has consulted for a number of major international organizations including the World Bank, UN, Citibank, Ford Foundation, DBSA and DFID. 

5. Sunil Benimadhu has been Chief Executive of the Stock Exchange of Mauritius since May 1998 after having held various positions within the Securities Industry. He is currently the Chairman of the SADC Committee of Exchanges, which comprises ten Stock Exchanges of the Southern African region, including the Johannesburg Securities Exchanges (JSE). Mr Benimadhu is also a Board member of the Financial Services Promotion Agency (FSPA). Prior to joining the Stock Exchange of Mauritius, he was a Principal Portfolio Manager at the African Development Bank (ADB) from February 1997 to April 1998. During his term of office with the ADB, he was responsible for the management of the Deutsche Mark and French Franc denominated portfolios on international fixed-income markets and was also the project leader of a feasibility study on the setting up of a trading room for the Central Bank of West African States (BCEAO). Mr. Benimadhu was the General Manager of the National Mutual Fund Limited in Mauritius between December 1992 and February 1997, where he managed two open-ended mutual funds and one investment trust with holdings on the Mauritian stock market and on international markets. He also played an instrumental role in the structuring, marketing and setting up of the National Investment Trust Limited, one of the largest investment trusts quoted on the Stock Exchange of Mauritius. Mr. Benimadhu acted as Consultant in a feasibility study commissioned by the European Union on the setting up of a regional Stock Exchange in Eastern and Southern Africa in the context of the Cross-Border Initiative. Mr. Sunil Benimadhu holds an MBA in Finance and Investment from the University of Illinois, United States. He also holds a D.E.A in Development Economics and a Maîtrise in Macro-Economics from the University of Aix-Marseille, France.     

6. Jayson Dunne has spent  his entire working life in the financial markets. Over almost 14 years, he as been involved in the full range of markets except equities. Ten of these 14 years have been spent in the commodities market, focusing primarily on gold. He has also been involved in base metal and energy markets.  Jayson managed RMB’s commodities businesses until recently. He is now responsible for new business development in the Treasury.

7. Lloyd Chingambo is General Manager and Chief Executive at the Lusaka Stock Exchange [LuSE] where he is responsible for trading, clearing and settlement operations. Prior to joining LuSE, Professor Chingambo worked in different roles, notably as an academic at the University of Zambia and SAPES in Harare. He then moved to the private sector where he worked as Head of Planning for Caltex Oil Zambia Ltd, a subsidiary of Caltex Oil, a United States based multinational oil company. Recently, Professor Chingambo was given a rare academic recognition when the University of London, through the School of Oriental and African Studies [SOAS], gave him an Associate Research Professorship in Financial and Management Studies in the Faculty of Law and Social Sciences.

8.  N. Justin Chinyanta



   
Mr. Chinyanta has extensive corporate banking, structured finance, and entrepreneurial experience in the sub-Saharan African market. Prior to founding Loita Holdings Corporation, the holding company for Loita Capital Partners International (a renowned African merchant and investment banking group) and its sister company Fintech International (a pan-African IT company), Mr. Chinyanta was Vice President at Citibank’s Africa Region office and subsequently Vice President of HSBC Equator Bank’s Africa office. He is currently the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Loita group. A lawyer by training, Mr. Chinyanta’s experience on the continent is complimented by an extensive network of senior level African private business, donor and government contacts.  He has advised companies in implementing short- and long-term financing strategies encompassing capital structures and strategic financial planning. Mr. Chinyanta has implemented corporate finance solutions using hedging instruments, long-term, tax-exempt fixed rate note, senior fixed rate note, and put-option note structures. Whilst at Citibank and the HSBC group, Mr. Chinyanta worked briefly on Wall Street and worked and trained at various locations. 
9. Henry Collins is currently head of Domestic Interest Rate Trading at Rand Merchant Bank.  He has gained his market experience whilst working at RMB for the past 14 years, getting extensive exposure to market making and option trading. He obtained his Post Graduate degree in investment management from RAU. He has served as deputy / chairperson of the Primary Dealers Association, as member of the Bond Exchange Executive Committee. He is currently serving as a traders’ representative on the Bond Traders Association.

10. Peter Enti, Director of the Africa Fixed Income team at Standard Chartered Bank, United Kingdom, is responsible for development and investor coverage. He has been involved in origination, structuring, execution and distribution of bond transactions in Africa. Peter has been with Standard Chartered Bank for over seven years, during which he was involved in setting up and heading Standard Chartered Bank's Africa Desk. Peter has been responsible for developing offshore capabilities in African currencies, including spot, forwards, non-deliverable swaps and money market products to establish the only bank desk with dedicated African offshore currency and interest rate capabilities. Prior to joining Standard Chartered Bank, Peter was at Credit Suisse Financial Products, working on financial derivatives. He holds a degree in Economics and Statistics from the University of Ghana and an MSc in Accounting and Finance from the London School of Economics.

11. Marty Essenburg joined Standard Chartered Bank in early 2002 as Global Head of Asset Securitisation and Regional Head of Fixed Income for Africa, Middle East and South Asia. Prior to joining Standard Chartered Bank, he was with Bank of America in London as Managing Director of International Securitisation and Structured Finance in Europe, Middle East and Africa. Before moving to the UK, Marty was based in Chicago and had a variety of debt capital raising experiences in asset securitisation and leveraged finance. Overall, Marty has 20 years of experience spanning corporate banking, business development, management and debt capital raising. In his role as Head of Africa Fixed Income, Marty Essenburg is responsible for overseeing and directing all debt capital market activity, including origination, structuring and analytics, execution and distribution of both local currency and cross-border capital markets debt securities. He has specific experience on the issuer side with governments, multi-laterals and development organizations, parastatals, subsidiaries of multinationals, large local corporate and financial institutions. On the investor front, he is responsible for building out and coordinating coverage on the institutional side. Marty holds a BA in Economics from Calvin College and an MBA in Finance from the University of Michigan. He had previously served on a number of business and community advisory councils.

12. Ndung’u Gathinji holds an LLB Hons. Degree from the University of Nairobi and is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales (FCA), the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (FCCA), and the Institute of Certified Public Accountants of Kenya (ICPAK). Mr. Gathinji is currently the Chief Executive Officer at Eastern, Central and Southern African Federation of Accountants (ECSAFA). He is also the Chairman of Francis Drummond & Company Limited Stockbrokers, which is the oldest member of the Nairobi Stock Exchange, having been incorporated in 1949. Mr. Gathinji was recently elected Chairman of the Nairobi Stock Exchange. He helped found the African Stock Exchanges Association in 1993 and has served as its Honorable Secretary since. He practiced as a Chartered Accountant for 26 years before retiring as Chairman of Ernst & Young East Africa in 1997. Mr. Gathinji has held other positions in the International Accounting profession, having represented Kenya on the International Federation of Accountants Board since 1987. He is a member of the Standards Advisory Council of the International Accounting Standards Committee Foundation and an Observer from Africa at the UNCTAD/ISAR meetings in Geneva. He is a past Chairman of the Institute of Certified Public Accountants of Kenya (1987-89) and chaired the IFAC Membership Committee between 1995 and 1997 and the Developing Nations Task Force in 2002/2003.

13. Rudolf Gouws obtained a Masters degree in Economics from the University of Stellenbosch in 1971.  After spells at the Standard Bank and Senbank, he became Chief Economist of the Nedbank Group in 1979.  Since 1986  he has been the Chief Economist and a Director of Rand Merchant Bank. His interests include the financial markets, public finance and monetary policy.  He chairs the Economic Policy Committee of Business South Africa (BSA) and serves in the National Economic Development and Labour Council of South Africa. He is an Extraordinary Professor of Economics at the University of Stellenbosch.
14.  Paul Kenneth Harris matriculated from Maritzburg College where he was Head Boy and represented Natal SchoolsRrugby.  He completed an M.Comm in Economics and Finance at the Stellenbosch University where he also played cricket for South African Universities. He joined the Industrial Development Corporation in 1974 and in 1978, he founded Rand Consolidated Investments (RCI) with GT Ferreira and Laurie Dippenaar. In 1985, RCI took over Rand Merchant Bank. In 1987,  Mr Harris started Australian Gilt Securities (now RMB Australia) in Sydney. In 1992,  he returned to South Africa and was appointed CEO of Rand Merchant Bank. In the same year, RMB took over Momentum Life Assurers. In 1998, Mr Harris became a founding board member of FirstRand Limited after the merger of the financial services interests of Anglo American Corporation of South Africa Limited and RMB Holdings Limited to form the largest financial services company in South Africa. Mr Harris took up his current position of CEO of FirstRand Banking Group, incorporating Frist National Bank, RMB and WesBank. Mr Harris is a keen golfer.

15. Kibuga Kariithi is the Chief Executive of the Nairobi Stock Exchange. The Nairobi Stock Exchange has 51 listed companies and 65 listed debt securities with a combined market capitalization of USD 4.5 billion.  Previously, he was Corporate Finance Director of Barclays Bank of Kenya.  At Barclays Kenya, Mr. Kariithi headed the team responsible for Capital Market activities in East Africa. As team leader, he arranged and managed Mergers & Acquisitions activity, issuance and placement of structured financial products including primary and secondary listings of equity and debt instruments, commercial paper and privatizations. Mr. Kariithi plays a leading role in the development of capital markets in Kenya and in the East African Region. He is a member of the Capital Markets Development Committee - an official committee of the East African Community; a Governor of the Kenya Private Sector Alliance, the umbrella body for the private sector in Kenya, an Advisory Council Member of the Private Sector Corporate Governance Trust, a member of the Association of Financial Analysts governing council and Chairman of the advisory board of the University of Nairobi Finance Students Association. In addition to his professional interests, Mr. Kariithi serves on a number of Boards that are geared towards a social contribution to society. He is Chair of Church Army, East Africa – the missionary arm of the Anglican Church in Kenya; board member of the Mathare Youth Sports Association – a slum youth programme; Jamii Bora Trust, a micro finance organization, Christians For a Just Society, a regional justice grouping and life ministry. In 2001, Mr. Kariithi was inducted to the World Economic Forum as a Global Leader of Tomorrow. Mr. Kariithi holds an MBA from York University, Toronto – Canada and is an Associate of the Chartered Institute of Bankers (UK).

16. Tom Lawless is the Chief Executive Officer of the Bond Exchange of South Africa. He is a Chartered Accountant by training. He commenced his career with Peat Marwick Mitchell, auditing banks and their treasuries. He then worked at Eskom for 10 years, initially in the Internal Audit Department – which he headed for a short period before joining Eskom’s Treasury – where he ended up as the Financial Manager in charge of back office operations. As a member of the Bond Market Association’s (BMA) Executive Committee, Tom was responsible for the implementation of the electronic settlement system for the bond market in 1994 - 1995. He was appointed CEO of the Bond Exchange of South Africa in July 1997. He has been a member of the Financial Markets Advisory Board (FMAB) of South Africa since 1993 and the Insider Trading Directorate of South Africa since inception in 1999.

17. Jill Mann has spent some 32 years in the South African financial market. In her 22 years at RMB, she has gained specific knowledge in the Interest Rate Market, from trading bonds and options to structuring yield enhancement strategies using derivatives.  Jill took over responsibility for local vanilla debt origination in 2000 having been involved in all debt origination managed by Rand Merchant Bank Treasury since 1986. She is currently tasked with debt origination in Africa, and led the team that recently advised the Ministry of Finance and Development Planning of Botswana and the Bank of Botswana on their first sovereign debt issuance. Jill has also served as a panel member on the restructuring of the Bond Exchange of South Africa Listing Requirements.

18. Sam Mensah is a Financial Economist and Investment Banking Consultant. He is Chief Executive Officer of SEM Financial Group, a management consulting and investment advisory firm which he established in Ghana after two decades in Canada and the United States. In Canada, Dr. Mensah acquired several years of progressive experience in corporate finance with Aetna Canada. He was subsequently employed as a Senior Policy Analyst with the Department of Finance and Treasury Board of Canada for five years, before switching to an academic career.  He has several years of academic experience with the University of Toronto and the University of Michigan where he was Assistant Professor of Finance. He has researched and published extensively in major publications such as the Journal of Futures Markets, Financial Review and Public Finance Quarterly on a variety of corporate finance and capital market issues, and served as editor of African Emerging Markets: Contemporary Issues, Vol.1 (2002). He has consulted for bilateral and multilateral agencies on financial sector development and for several major companies on corporate finance issues. In Ghana, he has served as advisor to the Minister of Finance and Bank of Ghana on the development of the government securities market. Dr. Mensah holds M.B.A. and PhD degrees in Finance from the University of Toronto and an M.A. in Economics from the University of Ottawa and is a Certified Management Accountant. He is also a director of Home Finance Company Limited and Camelot.

19. Charles Okeahalam is the Managing Director of Africa Growth Holdings(AGH) (Pty) Ltd – a private investment and trading company.  He has contributed extensively to a range of banking, finance and development issues in Africa, including infrastructure project finance, development of bank regulation, PPP and BOOT projects, capital market development, promotion of corporate and sovereign ratings,  public sector reform, competition, restructuring of national and regional development finance institutions and the SMME sector.  In this regard, he has led and managed large professional teams on a number of major projects in several countries in Africa. Prior to moving to AGH, he was professor of financial economics and banking at the University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South Africa where he held the Donald Gordon Professorship of Banking and the Liberty Life Professorship of Finance and Investment. He is the author of approximately 50 research papers in economics, finance and banking.  In recognition of this, he was awarded a Senior Fellowship of the Houblon-Norman Fund of the Bank of England for distinguished research contribution to the field of economic, banking and finance in 2000 – he is the first African to receive this award. He has served as an advisor to a number of central banks, ministries of finance, ECA, the World Bank and the UN. He is a non-executive director of ABSA Corporate and Merchant Bank, South Africa and National Discount House, Zimbabwe, and serves on the committees of the Financial Markets Trust and the Africa Capacity Building Foundation. He has two masters’ degrees in economics and finance, and a PhD in Econometrics from the University of London. Charles Okeahalam has lived and worked in Britain, Botswana, Gabon, Namibia, and Tanzania. 
20.  Ryan Proudfoot is currently Head of RMB Stockbroking Pty Ltd and RMB’s Securities Lending Division. Ryan completed a B.Com and B.Acc degrees at Wits University and qualified as a C.A (S.A) in 1987. He completed his articles with KPMG and joined stockbrokers Lurie, Johnston & Co in 1987. He was appointed Managing Director in 1993 and has maintained that position since. He has been a registered stockbroker for 13 years and has seen the trading system of the JSE change from open-outcry to electronically based. Because of his market experience, he has been consulted by the JSE on a number of transformation issues.
21. Iqbal M. Rajahbalee is the Chief Executive of the Financial Services Commission of Mauritius. He holds a Masters degree in Law from the London School of Economics and is qualified as a barrister. He was Assistant Solicitor General at the Attorney General's Office (Ministry of Justice) and was given responsibility for drafting the main financial and commercial laws of Mauritius around 1990, and subsequently assisted in the drafting of the new Listing Rules. He was made the first executive Director of the Mauritius Offshore Business Activities Authority, which was the supervisory authority for the offshore business sector. In 1995 he resigned from public service to take up private practice as  a barrister in one of the leading law chambers in Mauritius. He handled a number of tax and commercial litigation cases and acted as legal adviser to a number of investment funds and financial institutions. In December 2001, Mr Rajahbalee was appointed Chief Executive of the newly established Financial Services Commission, which has the regulatory and supervisory responsibility for the securities and insurance industries and regulates all non-bank financial services and institutions.

22. Simon Rutega holds a BSc degree in Business Administration with an emphasis in Accounting, and an MBA degree with an emphasis in Finance from the Marriot School of business, Brigham Young University, USA. He commenced his career in the United States where he received extensive training in financial markets from Georgetown University, the United States Securities Exchange Commission, World Bank and other prominent training institutions. His working experience included working with the American Express Advisory Service Group as a Business planner/Financial Analyst where he was charged with providing comprehensive financial planning for business and individual clients, investment portfolio management, insurance coverage, tax planning and general financial management. He is a licensed investment advisor and a registered representative, and was licensed to trade in securities in the USA (Series 7). He was also a member of the National Association of Security Dealers. On his return to Uganda in 1992 he worked with the Bank of Uganda where he was instrumental in compiling an electronic database of Uganda’s external debt, participating in a debt buy back programme for commercial debt and negotiating with Bilateral entities, Paris Club and Multilateral entities on the Countries external debt programmes. He was then transferred to the Securities and Capital markets department where he was instrumental in coordinating the establishment of the Capital Markets Authority which is the regulatory body of the capital markets industry and in the issuance and management of the Government Treasury Bills Programme. In 1998 he moved to establish the Uganda Securities Exchange – Uganda’s first Stock Exchange – where he is presently working as the Chief Executive. Mr Rutega has a personal interest in information technology (IT), economic issues, corporate finance, portfolio management and financial market instruments. He sits on the Boards of the Uganda Corporate Governance Institute, the East African Central Depository Company, and the DFID Financial Deepening Investment Committee.

23. Clint du Santoy graduated from the University of the Witwatersrand with a BSC in the Earth Sciences and a Post Graduate Diploma in Business Administration. He is Certified in Production and Inventory Management (CPIM), a holder of a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) Certification and a member of the Association for Investment Management and Research (AIMR). Clint joined RMB in 1997 and gained broad experience in asset based finance, private equity, treasury as well as equities trading. He was involved in the integration of RMB and FNB treasuries pursuant to the merger as well as in the setting up of RMB’s Mauritius operations. In 2000 he left RMB to take up a structured finance dealer position at the Momentum Group, a fellow subsidiary of FirstRand. In 2001,  Clint returned to RMB as analyst and trader on the International and Local Corporate Arbitrage Desk.

24. Stephen De Stadler, Managing Director, Fitch Southern Africa, is based in Johannesburg. He was appointed to his current position in 2002. He is responsible for the development of Fitch Ratings’ business in sub-Saharan Africa. Before joining Fitch, Stephen worked at Nedbank as the Head of Credit for sovereign and financial institutions. Prior to that, he was Financial Director of a South African real estate entity after completion of his articles of clerkship at KPMG. Stephen holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree from the University of Witwatersrand, South Africa.

25. Jean K. Thisen holds an M.S. and Ph.D. in Economics from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale (USA), with specialization in money and banking, and public finance.  He was a Rockefeller Foundation Post-doctoral Research Fellow in the Department of Economics at the University of Chicago, working on monetary and fiscal policy of developing countries. In 1977, he joined ECA as Economic Affairs Officer dealing with fiscal, monetary, and financial policy and institutions, socio-economic policy planning and projections of African economies. He served as research supervisor for the ‘African Economic and Social Survey’ and ‘Economic Report on Africa’ before joining the Macroeconomic and Growth Team of Economic and Social Policy Division. He has been a member of several ECA Task Forces dealing with the Lagos Plan of Action, the UNPAAERD, UNADAF, Africa’s structural adjustment programmes, UN coordination on NEPAD, and so on. He has privately published several articles in periodical journals and book chapter contributions on Africa’s development issues, challenges and prospects.

26. Andre van der Veer holds a MPL (Economics and Banking) and a B.Comm in Industrial Psychology from the University of the Free State. He is a founding member of the SAFEX Agricultural Exchange and has been involved in the establishment of trading of derivatives and structured financial products for the past ten years. Andre is Head of Business Development in the Equity Trading Division of Rand Merchant Bank. He is also a Junior Board member at RMB. Previously, he held similar positions at FirstCorp Merchant Bank and Absa Corporate. He is an active member of the Investment Analyst Society, the Economics Society of South Africa and the Agricultural Advisory Committee of the JSE responsible for pricing and market practice.

27. Nii Lante Wallace-Bruce is Coordinator of the African Capital Markets Development Programme at ECA. He previously held a tenured position at the Law School, University of Western Australia, where he was Director of Postgraduate Studies for many years. He was also an Associate Professor of Business at the Curtin Graduate School of Business in Western Australia. He has qualifications in International Law and Business and he is a Barrister and Solicitor in Australia and Ghana. He practiced law in Australia for more than six years before commencing his academic career. Dr Wallace-Bruce’s research interests are in International Law, Global Finance and Investments, and Law and Economic Development. He has published extensively. He is the author of five books, a number of chapters in books, and numerous articles in international refereed journals. He has been recognized by the International Biographical Centre, Cambridge, as one of the 2000 Outstanding Intellectuals of the 21st Century. Dr Wallace-Bruce has acted as a Consultant to the Governments of Brunei, Bulgaria and Armenia. He has won several international competitive fellowships. He is an Associate Editor of the African Finance Journal. He is also a member of the American Society of International Law and Transparency International.
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