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donors in per capita terms are Denmark, Luxembourg, Norway, France, and Sweden. Seen
from another perspective, in 1999 France provided $3.50 in aid per African, the United
States provided $2.79, and Japan provided $1.75 (figure 1.10). Except for Denmark,
Ireland, Luxembourg, New Zealand, and Portugal, DAC countries cut aid per African in
the 1990s, with the largest declines occurring in the United States, Finland, Italy, Sweden,
Canada, and Germany. Among the 21 DAC countries, 16 provided less than $1 in aid to
the average African in 1999—and 14 donated less than $0.50.

African economies grew faster than expected 
In 2001 just 16 African countries experienced GDP growth of less than 3%, down from 27
countries in 2000 (table 1.5). The number of countries with growth rates exceeding 3%
increased from 26 in 2000 to 37 in 2001, and 3 more countries are expected to join this
group in 2002. Thus most African countries appear to be converging towards growth rates
above the “traditional” 3%—with positive implications for poverty reduction.

Figure 1.10
Aid per African from Members of the Development Assistance Committee, 1999
(U.S. dollars)
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Source: DAC 2001.
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