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Industry

Industry in Africa continued to face challenges from foreign competition, lack of skilled work-
ers, and limited financial resources. In 2000 the industrial sector—comprising manufactur-
ing, mining, construction, and electricity, gas, and water—accounted for 33% of Africa’s
GDP, with manufacturing and mining accounting for three-quarters of the total. 

Many countries secured industrial growth in 2000, notably Uganda (15.2%), Lesotho
(11.8%), Angola (7.9%), Mozambique (7.8%), Ethiopia (7.5%), Burkina Faso (7.0%), Benin
(6.8%), Algeria (5.9%), Tunisia, Tanzania, Botswana (5.7% each), and Senegal (5.6%).

The fastest-expanding industrial subsector was electricity, gas, and water (with a growth
rate of 4.9%), followed by construction (3.9%) and mining (3.5%). African manufacturing
grew 2.5% in 2000, led by growth in East Africa (4.4%) and Southern Africa (3.5%). 

Mining accounted for a substantial share of industrial growth and remains the key to
industrial prosperity in many African countries—a potential that has yet to be fully exploited.
Africa contains about 30% of Earth’s mineral reserves, including 40% of gold, 60% of cobalt,
and 90% of platinum. In 2000 the best performers in mining were Ethiopia (13.0% growth),
Mozambique (10.3%), Burundi (9.5%), Benin (8.7%), Angola (8.6%), Algeria (7.5%),
Botswana (6.2%), Ghana (5.8%), Uganda (5.6%), and Togo and Senegal (5.0% each). The
worst performers were Sierra Leone (–10.3%), the Democratic Republic of Congo (–2.8%)—
both as a result of civil instability—Côte d’Ivoire (–1.2%), and South Africa (–1.0%).

During 1980–99 Africa’s oil reserves grew 1.96% a year and oil productions grew 0.38%
a year. Yet because of increased production in other parts of the world, crude oil exports

Figure 1.11
Africa’s share of world crude oil and natural gas reserves, production, and
exports, 1980 and 1999
(Billions of U.S. dollars)
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Source: Economic Commission for Africa based on data from OPEC 1999.


