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points (0.81%). But some African countries were hit even harder—for example, spreads on
Nigerian debt had fallen to nearly 1,400 basis points in May 2001 but rose to more than
2,000 basis points in mid-September.

The African Growth and Opportunity Act eliminated U.S. import duties and quotas on all but two

types of apparel and textile exports from eligible Sub-Saharan countries. But while 34 countries

were deemed eligible for the act’s general provisions, a country does not become eligible for

the act’s apparel provisions until the United States has determined that its customs system pre-

vents the unlawful transshipment of apparel and textile products and the use of counterfeit doc-

uments related to the import of such products into the United States.

Through September 2004, however, countries with per capita GNP of less than $1,500 in

1998 are exempt from U.S. duties on apparel manufactured from fabric produced in third coun-

tries (that is, outside Sub-Saharan Africa and the United States). All Sub-Saharan countries

except Botswana, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Mauritius, Namibia, Seychelles, and South Africa

fall below this per capita threshold.

Source: Economic Commission for Africa from official sources.

Box 1.4
Duty-free and quota-free access to U.S. markets for Sub-Saharan 
textile exporters 

Figure 1.6 
Top Ten exporters under the U.S. African Growth and Opportunity Act, January–September 2000 and 2001
(millions of U.S. dollars)

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

9,000

CameroonKenyaLesothoGhanaMadagascarMauritiusCongo, Rep.GabonSouth AfricaNigeria

January–September 2000

January–September 2001 

Note: Data for 2001 are estimated.

Source: Economic Commission for Africa from official sources.
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