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The 1980s ended with nearly the same landownership structure as at the beginning of
the decade, and with the same political pressure from rural communities for more produc-
tive land.

Political problems in the 1990s—land tenure largely
unchanged 

In 1992 the Zimbabwean Parliament adopted the Land Acquisition Act, which provided
for buying nearly 50% of white-owned land. But opposition from the farmers put a halt to
the scheme in 1995. In January 1998 a coalition of civil rights groups formed the National
Constitutional Assembly to press for a new constitution curtailing the government’s pow-
ers and restoring individual rights. The government countered by appointing the 400-
member Constitutional Commission in March 1999, which eventually produced a draft
constitution that mainly reflected ZANU-PF positions. But in a popular referendum in
2000 the draft constitution was rejected by 54.7% of voters. Despite this defeat, the gov-
ernment pushed another constitutional amendment, providing for the expropriation of land
without compensation or, better still, with compensation paid by the former colonial power.
The fact that the constitution has been amended 15 times since independence denotes the
perception of the Lancaster House Agreement as a “political straitjacket” by both the gov-
ernment and the opposition. 

After 20-odd years of independence the land tenure system remains largely unchanged.
The future of Zimbabwe will depend on how the government deals with land resettlement.
Expectations created by the post-independence plans remain unfulfilled, and land reform
is back on the political agenda. Invasions of farms have accelerated and have now extended
to factories and mines, with grave political and economic implications for the country.

Figure 4.1
Agricultural land resettled, Zimbabwe, 1979/80–1995/96
(thousands of hectacres)

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1985/86 1986/87 1987/89 1989/90 1990/91 1991/92 1992/93 1993/94 1994/951995/96*1984/851982/831981/821980/811979/80

Note: The years refer to agricultural years.

* Data for 1995/96 refer to the target for that year.

Source: Moyo 2000. 
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