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The poverty rate is higher in the northern states (70%) than in the southern states (60%).
And as in other developing countries, in Nigeria poverty is a rural phenomenon. The aver-
age household income in rural areas is significantly lower than the national average (table
6.7). The north-western states (Sokoto, Katsina, Kaduna, Kano, Kebi, Zamfra) and the
south-eastern states (Bayelsa, Rivers, Akwa Ibom, Cross River, Delta) are the poorest zones
in the country, with the highest share of income spent on food (more than 70%). More than
60% of Nigerians spend 70–80% of their income on food. Thus increases in food prices,
averaging an estimated 35% in 2001, have severe effects on food poverty in the country.

Among Nigerians with no education, the poverty rate rose from 30% in 1980 to 73% in
1996, higher than the national average. Thus education is generally seen as providing an
escape route from poverty, through access to formal sector jobs and public positions. Yet access
to education is still poor, as reflected in the high illiteracy rate and low enrolment ratio.

Figure 6.2
Education and health spending as a share of the federal budget, Nigeria, 1990–2001

Source: Based on data from Nigeria, Ministry of Finance (2000a).
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Table 6.6
Maternal mortality ratio in selected Sub-Saharan African countries, 1980–99
(per 100,000 live births)

Country Ratio

Nigeria 700

Côte d’Ivoire 600

Niger 590

Benin 500

Togo 480

Ghana 210

Note: Data refer to the most recent year available during the period specified.

Source: UNDP 2001.

The emerging
challenges of HIV/AIDS

and Lassa fever have
increased the pressure

on health facilities
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