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Honourable Minister,


You will recall that the Twenty-Third meeting of the Conference of African Ministers responsible for Social and Economic Development and Planning, held in Addis Ababa from 5 to 8 in May 1997 adopted Resolution 826 (XXXII) on the “Reform of the intergovernmental machinery of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA).  Among the organs created to deal with overall development issues were the Committee on Sustainable Development (CSD) and the Committee on Natural Resources and Science and Technology (CNRST).
CSD was created to serve as a forum of experts that would provide advice to ECA in the interlinked areas of food security, population, environment, and human settlements; provide a platform for advocacy and assessment of follow-up activities to regional and global plans of action by African governments; and address specific measures to promote the protection and regeneration of the environment, enhance food security and sustainable human settlements and issues arising from increased population growth  in Africa.

CNRST, on the other hand, was established to subsume the functions performed by the African Regional Conference on Science and Technology and the Conference of African Ministers responsible for the development and utilization of mineral resources and energy.   CNRST would thus serve as a forum for the promotion of cooperation among African countries in the areas of science and technology issues relevant to the development of member States.

In order to rationalize the subsidiary organs of ECA, the Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development of ECA decided at its Twenty-Fifth Session held in Johannesburg in October 2002, to merge the Committee on Sustainable Development and the Committee on Natural Resources and Science and Technology to form one Committee on Sustainable Development (CSD), which subsumes the functions of the former CSD and CNRST and deals with critical and emerging issues related to sustainable development in Africa.

CSD is a technical and political body serving as a forum of experts and policy-makers for exchanging information and sharing experiences in various areas of sustainable development, particularly as regard science and technology, agriculture, population, habitat, environment, mining, energy and water resources development.  CSD-3 is expected 
to: (a) discuss emerging and critical issues impacting on the sustainable development of member States in these particular areas; (b) make related policy recommendations on these issues for use by African policy makers and their counterparts in the development co-operation community; (c) consider special issues of concern to member States in the areas related to the theme of the meeting, (d) update participants on ECA activities in the area of sustainable development and (e) recommend measures to be undertaken by member States and other development organizations for facilitating and accelerating the transition to sustainable development.

In line with this mandate, CSD-3 will consider the theme: "Making Technology Work for the Poor ".  This theme was selected by the last meeting of CNRST for its next meeting. It has been retained for CSD-3, considering the importance of science and technology in enhancing food security, alleviating poverty and sustaining the environment. The central issue that CSD-3 will address is ”How can science and technology be made to benefit all stakeholders particularly the poor?”  

The meeting will undertake an in-depth analysis of issues of sustainable development, with emphasis on the role of science and technology, agriculture and land policy, mining, energy and water resources development in eradicating poverty in Africa. The discussions are expected to raise awareness on policies and mechanisms to facilitate appropriation of science and technology by the poor, and lead to the formulation of recommendations, which will contribute to improving the focus of ECA’s future work programme and research agenda.

 In particular, it is expected that:

· The role of science and technology in eradicating poverty would be better defined;

· information and best practices on science and technology for eradicating poverty would be shared and disseminated;

· opportunities for collaboration among African countries in the areas of natural resources, agriculture, population, science and technology and sustainable development would be identified; and

· priority areas for ECA’s work programme would be suggested. 

 There will be a lecture by a distinguished guest speaker on the topic “Making Technology work for the poor in Africa”.  This lecture will set the tone for subsequent presentations and discussions on issues related to technology, food security, poverty and sustainable development in two panels: Panel 1: Food Security and Sustainable Development  and, Panel 2:  Natural Resources and Science and Technology.

It is therefore my pleasure to invite your country to be represented at the Third Meeting of the Committee on Sustainable Development to be held from 7 to 10 October 2003.  The venue will be communicated to you in due course. In light of the issues on the agenda of the Committee, I wish to remind your Government of the need to nominate from the relevant Ministries and agencies, high-level experts specializing in the implementation of policies and programmes in the areas of:

a) food security;

b) population;

c) environment and human settlements;

d) science and technology;

e) natural resources especially land, water, minerals and energy.

Given the dates of the meeting, it would be appreciated if the name(s), title(s) and address(es) (including fax and email contacts) of your country’s representative(s) could be provided to ECA as soon as possible to allow timely processing of their hotel reservation. Additional information about the meeting is provided in the aide mémoire, provisional agenda, and programme of work of the meeting which are herewith attached.  

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.
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