ackground Information 

[image: image1.png]





WATER AND SANITATION (WES)

Coverage levels for water and sanitation in Ethiopia are among the lowest in the world. According to official figures, 31 per cent of households have access to safe water, and 18 per cent of households have access to sanitation facilities. Access to safe water is defined as 20 litres per person per day within a distance of 1-2 kilometres. The effective coverage is even lower, as 30-60 per cent of existing water schemes are not functioning and many constructed latrines are not in use. Furthermore, there are considerable gaps between rural and urban coverage levels. 

In addition to low coverage levels, water quality is another major problem, as evidenced by frequent outbreaks of water related epidemics in both rural and urban areas. Contamination of water supplies by cattle dung and human excreta is frequent. High fluoride levels in water are a particular problem in the Rift Valley regions of the country. 

In general, there are low levels of hygiene awareness, which compound the health risks associated with low water and sanitation coverage levels. The main problem is increased susceptibility to water-borne diseases such as diarrhoea and dysentery, water-washed diseases such as trachoma and scabies, water-based diseases such as schistosomiasis, and water-related insect vectors including malaria. In Ethiopia, an estimated three-quarters of the health problems of children and communicable diseases, originate from the environment. Diarrhoeal disease alone accounts for 46 per cent of total under-five mortality. In addition to diarrhoeal disease, a large section of the population is afflicted with trachoma and helminthiasis, especially guinea-worm disease. People in the Rift Valley areas also suffer from fluorosis, caused by excessive fluoride in groundwater used for consumption. 

Low levels of water and sanitation coverage also have important social implications. Women and children spend several hours every day fetching water. The water carried often equals 70 per cent of the carrier's body weight, which has a heavy impact in terms of physical exertion and burning up calories from a meager dietary intake. The time spent fetching water could be used to care for children in the home, rest or employment in income generating activities. For girls, the task of carrying water combined with lack of sanitary facilities in schools often stands in the way of their education. Finally, UNICEF WES will provide special care and protection to those affected by HIV/AIDS, both patients and orphan children.

The challenges to meet the water and sanitation needs of Ethiopia are immense. There is a need to coach at least 10 million additional families to adopt a sanitary lifestyle, and supporting them to build latrines and to construct 125,000 additional water sources, sometimes rehabilitate in the next 15-20 years to provide full coverage in rural areas, including population growth. By using the lowest cost estimate, this translates into a requirement of more than $1,750 million. In addition, the technical skills of water and sanitation staff need to be upgraded, as well as extensive promotion of water, sanitation and hygiene related behavior for the mass of Ethiopia's population, with a primary focus on women to achieve the full benefits of improvements in facilities.

The objectives of UNICEF's WES programme is to contribute to the reduction of IMR, U5MR and MMR due to water-related diseases, eradication of dracunculiasis (guinea worm), as well as to improve health in general, overall socio-economic development and quality of life for women and children. The means of reaching these objectives will be by contributing to the fulfillment of the basic right of the Ethiopian people to have access to clean water, adequate sanitation facilities and a healthy living environment. UNICEF’s support has been 20% of the total need, but pivotal to reach the remaining 80%.
Supporting water and sanitation for schools and creating a child/girls friendly environment in the schools is another major objective of UNICEF WES aiming to reach quality education and increasing girls enrollment

UNICEF aims at assisting the Government of Ethiopia to increase the water coverage from 31 to 40 per cent by 2006. UNICEF's contribution will be the construction of new water supply schemes and rehabilitation of old systems. Furthermore, in the same period UNICEF will contribute to increasing the sanitation coverage from 17 per cent to 30 per cent, by supporting families to adopt a sanitary lifestyle and assisting them in the construction of household latrines, community latrines and school latrines. Another area of intervention will be to strengthen the capacity in the country at all levels to plan, implement, monitor and evaluate water and sanitation projects. Due consideration will also be given to create higher awareness of water, sanitation and hygiene issues to ensure higher standards of hygiene practices. To achieve these programme objectives in the country UNICEF WES requires an estimated amount of  $13 million each year a total of about $40 million for the coming three years (2004 -2006).

By UNICEF's interventions in the water and sanitation sector, we expect a reduction of mortality levels, higher enrollment of girls in school and improved quality of life, especially for women and children, and people affected by HIV/AIDS.
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